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Courthouse gets chilly
Emergency repairs needed for courthouse boiler; security tech upgrade is going well
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Employees at the Edgar 
County Courthouse suffered 
cold offices for a time after the 
building’s boiler failed.

County board member 
Andy Patrick discussed the 
situation during the board’s 
study session Monday, Jan. 27.

According to Patrick, it is 
believed a steam line under 
the concrete floor in the base-
ment has a leak, which did 
two things. It prevented suffi-
cient heat from getting to the 
rooms on the first floor and 
also meant too little water was 
returning to fill the conden-
sate tank.  

“I think we’ve got it going 
now,” said Patrick. “We are 
heating the second floor, but 
it is still difficult to get heat to 

the first floor.”
Edgar County Clerk and 

Recorder August Griffith has 
an office of the first floor and 
he told board members things 
have improved since some re-
pairs were made. 

“The office was 64 degrees 
this morning,” Griffin said 
Monday, noting the office 
temperature earlier in the 
emergency had dropped to 
approximately 45 degrees.

A bad situation grew worse 
when water was added to the 
condensate tank to make up 
for the loss in the steam line. 
The insufficiently heated wa-
ter caused cracks in the boiler.

“The fail safe should have 
stopped the cold water, I’m 
not sure why it didn’t,” said 
Patrick. 

Additional work needing 

done involves cutting through 
the basement floor and replac-
ing the bad pipe. Patrick said it 
appears this is a repeat prob-
lem because it is obvious the 
floor has been cut before.

Board member John Chit-
tick asked about the timing 
of repairing the boiler to up-
grades currently being done 
at the courthouse as part of a 
SmartWatt Energy project to 
gain efficiencies and reduce 
operating costs. Patrick esti-
mated the new installations by 
SmartWatt are about a month 
away from going online so 
boiler repairs are necessary to 
keep the courthouse warm in 
the meantime, adding a boil-
er will still be necessary as a 
backup to extreme weather af-
ter the SmartWatt renovations 
are complete.

Patrick is also working with 
the county’s insurance provid-
er about covering some of the 
costs. He was not able to pro-
vide an exact breakdown of 
expenses since an emergency 
repair is not biddable and the 
bills are still coming in.

Another boiler incident 
occurred Monday night when 
the Paris Fire Department 
was dispatched for a report 
of smoke in the courthouse. 
According to fire department 
personnel, light smoke was in 
the building but no fire was 
present. The boiler was over-
heated and firefighters cut off 
gas and electricity to the boil-
er.

Ross Carrell, the county’s 
I.T. specialist, was present 
for the study sessions and re-
ported security upgrades with 

new and more cameras in the 
county buildings are going 
well. 

“We are trying to get the 
panic buttons coordinated 
with the cameras so when 
somebody pushes a button 
the camera zooms in and the 
jail can see what’s going on,” 
said Carrell.

In addition to the new cam-
eras and installation of fiber 
optic lines to all buildings, 
the project did a significant 
upgrade to the server running 
the system. He estimated the 
server can hold video from 
all of the cameras for a year 
before rolling over to start 
writing over old files and re-
cording new data. 

“We put a lot of storage on 
that server,” he said.

See SESSION, Page 8A

YOUNG CHEFS COMPETE IN COOKING CONTEST

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Cooking team The Four Baguettes pose with their winning dish of Italian chicken, cole slaw and fruit at the con-
clusion of the Edgar County 4-H Food Challenge. Each walked out with their pick of kitchen electronics, including 
an electric griddle and a George Foreman grill. Left to right, Maddie Wheeler, Mack Cooglin, Adelyn Trapp and Cash 
Cooglin.

4-H kids tackle Food Challenge
BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Chicken and canned fruit cocktail 
are not foods many people would 
combine, but young cooks turned 
them into delicious dishes during a 
food challenge Tuesday, Jan. 28.  

The Food Challenge is a 4-H 
event in cooperation with the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension office 
to teach kids about food safety and 
nutrition. It is inspired by the Food 
Network’s “Chopped,” a hit compe-
tition where chefs compete to make 
the best dish using four mandatory 
surprise ingredients. Contestants 
have a time limit and are judged on 
taste and presentation. For the Food 
Challenge, kids also identified food 
groups and earned points for food 
safety.

“Chopped” is known for its wild 
card ingredients, which meant the 
five teams of young cooks had to in-
corporate canned fruit cocktail into 
plates that also had to include bone-

less chicken thighs, red onion and 
cabbage. Organizer Maria Crandall 
explained these ingredients were 
chosen because they were common 
and would not leave kids pressed for 

time.
“Nothing that would take so long 

to cook as to impact the timing of 
the dish,” said Crandall.

See CHALLENGE, Page 8A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

The Spice Girls came in second place at the Food Challenge with their fruity 
and savory chicken. Each girl won a miniature Crock Pot. From left, Ahlyssa 
Garwood, Alison Cash, Olivia Smith and Ella Bennett.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Northern 
Edgar County Ambulance (NE-
CAS) service is facing a new chal-
lenge.

Illinois has changed how emer-
gency medical response services 
are rated in order to comply with 
new federal guidelines. The ratings 
determine what services each agen-
cy is allowed to perform and what 
drugs can be administered when 
caring for patients during transport 
to a hospital.

As a result of the change, Illinois 
has eliminated the EMT-I (Emer-
gency Medical Technician-Inter-
mediate) status where NECAS was 
operating and moved the ambu-
lance service to AEMT (Advanced 
Emergency Medical Technician) 
level.

“It wasn’t anything Northern 
Edgar County did,” NECAS coor-
dinator Jeremy Neal said during the 
ambulance board meeting Tues-
day, Jan. 28. “These new protocols 
are at the national level. This is not 
supposed to be a downgrade but it 
sure feels like it.”

NECAS ambulance personnel 
have lost the ability to perform ap-
proximately seven procedures and 
administer about 10 medications 
that they were able to do in De-
cember.

Of particular concern to Neal, is 
the loss of the ability to use heart 
monitors and do manual defibril-
lation given the number of elder-
ly patients NECAS serves in the 
community at large and at Pleasant 
Meadows Senior Living. Using au-
tomatic defibrillators is acceptable.

“We know how, but we are not 
allowed to read heart monitors. 
We know how but we not allowed 
to do manual defibrillation,” said 

State 
rule 
change 
drops 
NECAS 
standing

See NECAS, Page 8A



TODAY

MAMA MIA AUDITIONS OPEN
The DLO Musical Theater is 
holding open auditions for the 
spring production of “Mama Mia.” 
Auditions are 2-5 p.m. today, Feb. 
1, and 5:30-8 p.m. tomorrow, Feb. 
2, at The Center Stage Rehearsal 
Hall at Village Mall, Danville. If 
needed, callbacks are Monday, 
Feb. 3. More information is avail-
able at dlomusicaltheatre.com. 

CHINESE NEW YEAR
The Chrisman United Method-
ist Church is celebrating the 
Chinese New Year Feb. 1 with a 
5 p.m. free will donation meal of 
Chinese inspired dishes and a 6 
p.m. performance by the Chinese 
Dancing Group from Champaign. 
Proceeds from the event benefit 
the church’s bell tower project.

MONDAY

FREE CPR/AED CLASS
Horizon Health is offering a free 
Adult/Child/Infant CPR/AED 
course 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 3, in Conference Room A 
at Paris Community Hospital. 
This non-healthcare provider 
course is for the community and 
teaches basic CPR and the use of 
an automated external defibril-
lator (AED), which is used in 
cases of life threatening cardiac 
events. Participants will receive 
a certificate of completion 
following the class. An official 
CPR/AED certification card from 
the American Heart Association 
is optional for $25. To register for 
the class, email Whitney Sprinkle 
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LINCOLN DAY DINNER FEB. 18
Members of the Edgar County Republican Party are gathering 
for the annual Lincoln Day Dinner 6-7 p.m. Feb. 18 at the Tingley 
Reception Center. Keynote speaker for the evening is Danny 
Briseno, chairman of Edgar County Looking for Lincoln. Other 
speakers for the evening are candidates running in the GOP 
primary for the 15th Congressional seat nomination. Local Re-
publican candidates for Edgar County offices are also slated to 
have time to speak. The evening starts with a 6 p.m. social hour 
and dinner is served at 7 p.m. Tickets are $20 and are available 
from precinct committeemen or party chairmen Doug Cochran. 
Questions may be directed to Cochran, 217-712-0172.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

42   34
Prec: 0%

56   40
Prec: 0%

57   48
Prec: 0%

53   34
Prec: 50%

39   29
Prec: 30%

37   28
Prec: 0%

38   31
Prec: 10%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy skies with highs 
climbing into the mid 40s.

SUNDAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
above average highs in the mid 50s.

MONDAY — Another mild and breezy day 
with highs in the upper 50s under partly 
sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:59 a.m. 5:10 p.m. 11:02 a.m. --

SUNDAY 6:58 a.m. 5:11 p.m. 11:31 a.m. 12:40 a.m.

MONDAY 6:57 a.m. 5:13 p.m. 12:04 p.m. 1:41 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:56 a.m. 5:14 p.m. 12:43 p.m. 2:44 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:55 a.m. 5:15 p.m. 1:30 p.m. 3:47 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:54 a.m. 5:16 p.m. 2:26 p.m. 4:48 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:53 a.m. 5:17 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 5:45 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38°/21°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66° in 1911
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -11° in 1904

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.09”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.70”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.58”

NORMAL:    High: 38   Low: 21     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944
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Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
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are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typograph-
ical error and in no event 
will liability be assumed for 
merchandise incorrectly 
priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
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Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
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Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

at WSprinkle@myhorizonhealth.
org or call 217-466-4045. When 
calling, leave a name and phone 
number to be automatically 
registered.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

PESTICIDE LICENSE TESTING 
Testing for the private pesticide 
applicator license required by the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 
is Tuesday, Feb. 4, at University of 
Illinois Extension office, 210 West 
Washington Street, Paris. The 
testing session begins at 9 a.m. 
and those taking the test should 
arrive no later than 8:45 a.m. 
Applicants may not use a phone 
during the test but a calculator is 
permitted. Call 217-465-8585 to 

register, and study materials are 
available at the Extension office.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-in is 
5-5:45 p.m. and the meeting is 6 
p.m. Contact Verna Smith at 217-
822-0953 for more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

ALTRUSA MEETS
Altrusa International of Paris 
meets at 6 p.m. Feb. 4, at the 
Link Art Center. The communi-
cations committee is hosting the 
meeting.

WEDNESDAY

BLOOD DRAW
The Chrisman FFA is sponsoring 
a blood draw 1-6 p.m. Feb. 5 at 
the school. Appointments may be 
made in the school office or by 
visiting www.bloodcenterimpact.
org. Appointments are not re-
quired and walk-ins are welcome.

BUSINESS DISASTER PLAN
According to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, many 
small businesses never reopen 
after a disaster. Steve Groner 
offers a free workshop 8 a.m.-
noon Feb. 12 at the Clark County 
Extension Office regarding how to 
create a business disaster plan. 
Registration closes Feb. 5. More 
information is available by calling 
618-943-5018.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

FREE 3-D PRINTER CLASS
The Marshall Public Library is 
offering free classes teaching 
operation of 3-D printers. Classes 
in February are 4 p.m. Feb. 6 
and Feb. 20. More information is 
available by calling the library at 
217-826-2535.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary Dinner is 5-7 p.m. 
Feb. 6 at the post home. The $5 
dinner is chicken breast over 
black beans and rice with a side 
of pineapple and a beverage. Des-
sert is available for an extra $1.

FRIDAY

HORIZON HEALTH WEAR RED 
Horizon Health is offering two 
events in observance of American 
Heart Month Feb. 7 at the Tingley 
Reception Center.  The annual 
Wear Red Luncheon is noon with 
a catered meal. The evening 
event featuring wine, cheese and 
chocolate begins at 5:30 p.m. 
National heart health speaker 
Mellanie Hills is presenting a dif-
ferent program for each sessions.  
The cost is $20 per session and 
the price includes a copy of Hills’ 
book.  Tickets can be purchased 
at www.My HorizonHealth.org/
WearRed. For more information, 
call Christina Hoffman at 217-
466-4294.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

NOTICE
OF

EARLY VOTING

GENERAL PRIMARY ELECTION
MARCH 17, 2020

Early Voting for ALL Edgar County Precincts 
for the General Primary Election will be 

conducted Feb. 6 through March 16, at the 
Edgar County Courthouse,

115 W. Court Street, Paris, IL,
Mon. – Fri. 8:00 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.

Any vote cast is final and may not be revoked; 
and the voter will not be eligible to cast a vote 

on Election Day, March 17, 2020.

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

217-466-7433

REUSE
the news
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With Current or New Account* Relationship

RELATIONSHIPS THAT REWARD

12 Month CD Special
1.75% A.P.Y. 

or 2.00% A.P.Y. 

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The minimum balance to obtain the stated annual percentage yield (A.P.Y.) is $500.00. A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
A penalty will or may be imposed for early withdraws. A.P.Y. is subject to change without notice. Interest compounded quarterly.

Will automatically renew with applicable rates at time of maturity. FDIC insured to the maximum allowed by law. 
*Account is defined as a checking, savings or money market account. 

MEMBER FDIC

Ask About
KASASA CASH

3.50% A.P.Y. on balances up to $15,000.00
0.25% A.P.Y. on balances $15,000.01 and up

Annual Percentage Yield calculations are based on an assumed statement cycle of thirty-one (31) days.  Information and A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
  Rates, rewards, and bonuses, if any, are variable and may change after account is opened. 

No minimum balance is required to earn or receive the account’s rewards. Fees may reduce earnings.
Kasasa, Kasasa Cash is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd., Registered in the U.S.A.

30.45 +/- acres in Section 17 Elbridge Twp., 12.72 tillable NHEL acres 
and approximately 15.5 acres of woodlands for outstanding hunting.

Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H Building, Paris, IL.

For more information visit us at: www.mossauctionteam.com

Land Auction - Edgar County, ILLand Auction - Edgar County, IL
30.45 +/- Acres with Tillable Farmland & 

Exceptional Hunting Woodlands
Tuesday, February 11 – 10 AM Central

Land Auction - Edgar County, ILLand Auction - Edgar County, IL

6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Parish Hall

528 N. Main Street, Paris

$20/couple - $5 each additional child
Tickets available at the door the 

night of the event
Get your Princess makeover (hair, makeup, nails) 

and other activities 8 a.m. to noon in the Paris 
High School Den by emailing for an appointment 

to: hseatonteach@gmail.com by January 31st.
Then come share a fun-filled evening with 

your Princess(es) at St Mary’s!!!

Finger Foods • DJ Music • Dancing

Fourth Annual

Photos
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 8, 2020

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School juniors Shayleigh Cline, left, and Max Moody 
are participating in the annual Illinois Music Education Asso-
ciation All-State program this weekend in Peoria. Moody was 
selected as the third chair in the All-State Orchestra while Cline 
will be performing in the All-State Choir.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School junior Max Moody was selected as third 
chair in the French horn section of the Illinois Music Education 
Association’s All-State orchestra. Moody will perform with the 
orchestra at today’s annual concert set for 1-2:30 p.m.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Two Paris High School 
students are among the hun-
dreds of talented musicians 
from throughout the state se-
lected to perform this week-
end at the annual Illinois 
Music Educators Association 
conference in Peoria.

PHS juniors Max Moody 
and Shayleigh Cline spent 
Thursday and Friday audi-
tioning and rehearsing ahead 
of the All-State Concert fea-
turing the chorus, orchestra 
and bands. That concert is set 
from 1-2:30 p.m.

The daughter of Chad and 

Carol Cline — Shayleigh is 
also a gifted instrumentalist 
and a longtime member of the 
Coon Holler Kids. She was 
selected as a member of the 
All-State Chorus. She was se-
lected for the honor based on 
her audition before judges at 
the ILMEA District 5 meet-
ing late in 2019. She serves as 
one of the drum majors in the 
PHS band and Beacon Bri-
gade and is also active in the 
PHS drama program.

Moody, the son of Jeff and 
Stephanie Moody, is attend-
ing his second all-state week-
end, having been chosen as a 
sophomore. Moody, a talent-

ed French horn player, was 
selected third chair in the all-
state orchestra, following his 
audition in Peoria. He was 
first chair at the district con-
cert the past two years.

Then band director Ashley 
Fenolio encouraged Moody 
to select the French horn 
as his instrument. Moody 
praised former band director 
Gus Johnson as well as PHS 
director Kevin Pruiett and 
assistant PHS director Jes-
sica Hendrickson, who spe-
cialized in the French horn.       
“She’s given me a lot of extra 
help,” Moody said. He noted 
many of the students from the 

Chicago suburbs have private 
teachers or attend a special 
music school.

Moody said at the 2019 
ILMEA, he didn’t know he 
wasn’t supposed to talk to the 
judges, who have their backs 
turned away from the musi-
cians who are auditioning. 
“It’s unnerving,” he laughed. 
“I spoke during auditions and 
that’s a no-no. This year, I’m 
silent.”

Although he’s a gifted mu-
sician — who is also active in 
the PHS drama productions 
— Moody doesn’t plan a mu-
sic career, instead opting for 
dentistry.

Cline, Moody perform in IMEA

Missing man discovered in pond
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A Sunday morning search, 
Jan. 26, ended in the discov-
ery of the body of a missing 
Paris man. 

A search team of Paris area 
law enforcement and local 
residents was conducted for 
Jeremy K. McDaniel, 45, of 
Paris after family members 
reported he was last seen 
leaving his residence on 
South Shore Drive shortly af-
ter 3:30 a.m. Sunday and had 
not been seen since. 

Edgar County Coroner 

Scott Barrett said two Paris 
police officers were searching 
a wooded area approximate-
ly one-half mile southeast of 
McDaniel’s residence when 
they discovered the missing 
man’s remains in a private 
pond at approximately 10:30 
a.m. In addition to Paris Po-
lice, Horizon Health Ambu-
lance and the Paris Fire De-
partment were on the scene 
within minutes of the discov-
ery. 

Barrett pronounced Mc-
Daniel dead at the scene, and 
an autopsy was scheduled for 

Monday, Jan. 27, with foren-
sic pathologist Roland Kohr 
at Terre Haute, Ind. The cor-
oner confirmed the autopsy 
findings released Tuesday, 
Jan. 28, were consistent with 
drowning.

The incident remains un-
der the investigation of the 
Paris Police Department and 
the Edgar County Coroner. 
Foul play is not suspected 
based on current available 
evidence.

Barrett said a final ruling 
on the manner of death will 
be made once the toxicology 

results are available in a few 
weeks. 

An obituary appears in to-
day’s The Prairie Press.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

PESOTUM – A late after-
noon accident Thursday, Jan. 
30, in Edgar County resulted 
in two Marshall people being 
seriously injured.

Illinois State Police at 
Pesotum report Shauna N. 
Campbell, 30, Marshall, was 

driving a 2009 Dodge Grand 
Caravan south on state Route 
49 near Brocton when the 
vehicle ran off the roadway 
to the left, struck the east-
side ditch and overturned. 
A 14-year-old juvenile of 
Marshall was a passenger in 
the vehicle. The accident oc-
curred at 4:44 p.m.

Police said both accident 
victims were wearing seat-
belts and were airlifted from 
the scene with what inves-
tigators describe as serious 
injuries. 

Campbell was cited for 
improper lane usage and op-
erating an uninsured motor 
vehicle. 

Victims airlifted from single-
vehicle accident near Brocton

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper
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swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Jan. 23 
felony and traffic court call in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
included: 

IN CUSTODY
nRoger D. Baugh Jr., 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody, 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class 4 felony 
unlawful possession of a cred-
it card. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
In another case, Baugh’s unre-
solved three counts of a Class 
2 felony burglary, a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of a 
hypodermic syringe charges 
were continued for a pretrial 
conference. Baugh was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nKyle R. Bostick, 30, Bel-

leville, appeared in custody 
on a warrant for missing a pre-
vious court date. His Class A 
misdemeanor violating an or-
der of protection conviction 
was continued for a status 
review hearing. He was grant-
ed a personal recognizance 
bond. Bostick was remanded 
to custody pending release 
processing.
nJoseph Wesley Christo-

pher, 28, Chrisman, appeared 
in custody for missing a pre-
vious court appearance. A 
pretrial conference was sched-

uled for the petition to revoke 
his probation sentences for 
a Class 2 felony aggravated 
battery, a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
and a Class 3 felony aggra-
vated battery convictions. 
In another matter, a pretrial 
conference was scheduled for 
his unresolved Class 2 felony 
burglary, a Class 3 felony ag-
gravated battery, a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal trespassing and a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
charges. His oral motion for 
a bond reduction was denied. 
Christopher was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nJacob A. Coe, 43, Par-

is, appeared in custody. He 
pleaded guilty to an amended 
charge of a Class A misde-
meanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia and was sen-
tenced to 120 days in jail with 
90 days as electronic home 
confinement, credit for 14 
days previously served and the 
remaining 30 days are subject 
to the court’s discretion, 18 
months of probation, a $300 
fine, court costs, various state 
fees and forfeiture of all items 
seized at the time of his arrest. 
In exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine charge. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
release processing.
nBret D. Jefferies, 27, Clin-

ton, Ind., appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 

Cases appearing in the Edgar County Circuit Court
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The case 
went to the public defender 
and was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel. Jef-
feries was granted a personal 
recognizance bond and re-
manded to custody pending 
release processing.
nDaisy M. Love, 18, Paris, 

appeared in custody, waived 
the preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to two counts 
of a Class 3 felony aggravat-
ed battery and two counts of 
a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery charges. Bond 
was reduced to $5,000 from 
the original bond of $10,000 
and the no-contact order was 
deleted from the bond condi-
tions. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference 
and Love was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nKimberly A.M. Heath 

Mattingly, 28, Paris, appeared 
in custody, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor battery and a 
Class B misdemeanor crimi-
nal trespassing. She was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail with 
credit for two days previously 
served and the remaining 26 
days are subject to the court’s 
discretion,18 months of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine 
for the Class A misdemeanor 
and a $75 fine for the sec-
ond charge, court costs, var-
ious state fees and ordered 
to obtain counseling per an 
evaluation. In exchange for 
the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct charge. 
Mattingly was remanded to 

custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nAlec R. Mockbee, 21, 

Danville, appeared in custody 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
3 felony theft charge. He was 
sentenced to 150 days in jail 
with credit for 76 days pre-
viously served with the re-
maining 74 days to be served 
as electronic home confine-
ment subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of sec-
ond-chance probation, 30 
hours of community service 
work, $20,000 restitution to 
Accel Entertainment, a $600 
fine, court costs various state 
fees and orders to obtain a 
GED and maintain full-time 
employment. He was re-
manded to custody pending 
release processing.
nAnthony R. Rauch, 30, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to two counts of a 
Class 4 felony domestic bat-
tery charge. He was sentenced 
to 180 days in jail with credit 
for 68 days previously served 
with the remaining 44 days to 
be served as electronic home 
confinement, two years of 
probation, a $500 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and 
an order to have no contact 
with the apparent victims. 
In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class A mis-
demeanor aggravated assault. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.

CHARGES
nJordan L. Kirkhart, 30, 

Danville, was charged with 
a Class 1 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class 2 felony theft. He told 

the court he will hire an attor-
ney. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.

GUILTY PLEAS
nEvan T. Chestnut, 24, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., en-
tered a negotiated guilty plea 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol charge and was 
sentenced to 36 days in jail 
with credit for 18 days previ-
ously served with good time 
credit to apply, 24 months of 
probation, a $750 fine, court 
costs, various state fees, an or-
der to complete 75 hours of 
DUI counseling and prohibit-
ed from consuming alcohol 
or entering establishments 
that serve or sell alcohol. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a second 
DUI charge. 
nTroy W. Patterson, 37, 

Georgetown, pleaded guilty 
to a Class B misdemeanor 
speeding charge. He was sen-
tenced to a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.
nSteven E. Malone, 19, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class B misde-
meanor driving without a 
license. He was sentenced to 
a $400 fine, court costs and 
various state fees.
nKassady C. Neibarger, 31, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class B misde-
meanor driving without a 
license. She was sentenced to 
a $300 fine court costs and 
various state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nBarbara Gallagher, 32, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 

3 felony aggravated battery 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nSusan N. Elam, 32, Terre 

Haute, Ind., appeared for sen-
tencing after her probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. She was 
resentenced to 180 days in 
jail to be served as electronic 
home monitoring, two years 
of conditional discharge, an 
order to obtain counseling 
per an evaluation and an or-
der to pay all previous finan-
cial obligations.
nJacob E. White, 34, Terre 

Haute, Ind., failed to appear 
in court. In his absence, the 
preliminary hearing was held. 
On his behalf, the public de-
fender pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine, a Class 
A misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia and a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charges. A warrant for his ar-
rest was issued and bond was 
set at $7,500. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

when the following individu-
als failed to answer the court 
call: Erica L. Emerick, 44, 
Chrisman; Ashley LaBaume 
Mobley, 33, Chrisman; Avery 
M. Morgan, 27, Paris; Megan 
L. Roshel, 30, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; and Corey D. Weaver, 31.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — Af-
ter reporting a 7 percent in-
crease in spring-to-spring 
enrollment a year ago, Eastern 
Illinois University’s spring 
enrollment has once again 
jumped approximately 2 per-
cent in 2020.

According to official 10th-
day data from the university, 
the university’s spring 2020 
enrollment sits at 7,621 stu-
dents — 118 more than the 
previous spring semester. 
Supporting EIU’s overall 
growth is the university’s 
graduate school enrollment, 
which increased just under 
10 percent in the same time 
frame.

This marks the third con-
secutive year of spring in-
creases for EIU, following a 
familiar pattern in the uni-

versity’s overall enrollment 
growth trajectory. From 2017 
to 2019, EIU’s fall enrollment 
increased by 11 percent over-
all. 

In addition to graduate 
program enrollments, oth-
er areas of increase in EIU’s 
general enrollment this spring 
include freshman and transfer 
students.

Growth in these areas 
marks a significant and sta-
ble trend. Since 2016, EIU’s 
Vitalization Project, coupled 
with a targeted reinvestment 
in the university’s marketing 
initiatives, have helped the 
state’s top independent public 
regional university strategi-
cally and incrementally ex-
pand its freshman and gradu-
ate enrollments. 

EIU’s Vitalization Project is 
a multiple-year plan to direct-
ly confront and counteract 

EIU enrollment increases another 2 percent
a combination of the higher 
education challenges in the 
state of Illinois. Now in its 
fifth year, the project contin-
ues to produce positive out-
comes for the university and 
its increasingly diverse stu-
dent body. Recently created 
and future program offerings 
resulting from the project, 
such as a new criminology/
criminal justice degree and a 
planned Bachelor of Science 
program in Nursing, are also 
confidently moving EIU’s en-
rollment forward. 

“Our spring increase is 
an impressive step in show-
casing Eastern’s adaptability 
and responsiveness in today’s 
higher education arena,” said 
EIU President David Glass-
man. “This growth, com-
bined with EIU’s above-av-
erage national retention and 
graduation rates for universi-
ties in its class, are categorical 
indicators of our enduring 
success and preparation for 
future growth.”

Josh Norman, EIU’s as-
sociate vice president for 
Enrollment Management, 
agrees. He also emphasizes 
the importance of the in-
creased academic profile of 
new incoming freshman this 
spring, as well as increased 
student success metrics for 
those continuing from the fall 
cohort, which revealed a 12.5 
percent increase over the pre-
vious year. Norman indicated 
EIU’s fall-to-spring freshman 
retention level is at a three-
year high, and has steadily in-
creased since 2017. 

Norman also noted the 
trend of increasing four-year 
transfers at EIU — up 24 per-
cent from last year — with 
49 percent of students in this 
category enrolling at EIU af-
ter attending an out-of-state 
institution.

“Another semester of in-
creased enrollments at EIU 
— especially in the spring 
— is a candid assessment of 
our ability to meet students’ 

needs where they are and with 
the academic programming 
they need,” Norman said.

Stability in the state’s fund-
ing mechanisms also remains 
a critical component of EIU’s 
ongoing growth. 

 “We’re pleased and grate-
ful that Governor Pritzker 
and our Illinois legislators are 
reinvesting in Illinois higher 
education,” Norman added. 
“Research demonstrates con-
clusively that EIU and its peer 
institutions across the state 
have a real and positive im-
pact on the Illinois economy, 
so we certainly hope to see 
such support continue.”

The data indicates once 
again that enhanced enroll-
ment numbers—especially 
in graduate-level programs 
— show recent expansions 
to EIU’s flexible learning op-
tions have helped the univer-
sity realize significant increas-
es, especially within Eastern’s 
online programs. 

Dean of the Graduate 
School Ryan Hendrickson at-
tributes EIU’s graduate enroll-
ment gains to the high-quality 
programs the graduate school 
provides, coupled with the ex-
pansion of increasingly acces-
sible online learning opportu-
nities and sustained interest 
from international students 
seeking an advanced degree 
from a preeminent American 
university. 

“This spring’s enrollment 
numbers mark the highest 
graduate school population at 
EIU in a decade,” Hendrick-
son said. “The exceptional 
quality of our graduate pro-
grams is matched only by the 
excellence of its students. I’m 
so proud to be a part of this 
university and to see EIU be-
come increasingly accessible 
to a wider range of students." 

Overall, university officials 
are pleased with EIU’s contin-
ued enrollment growth, and 
remain optimistic about the 
overall future of higher edu-
cation in the state.
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SHIRLEY SPENCER
MARSHALL – Shirley I. 

Spencer, 82, of Martinsville, 
passed away 12:15 p.m. Fri-

day, Jan. 24, 
2020, in the 
e m e r g e n c y 
room at Sar-
ah Bush Lin-
coln Health 
Care Center, 
Mattoon.

A service 
honoring her 

life is 2 p.m. today, Feb. 1, at 
Pearce Funeral Home. Visi-
tation is from noon until the 
service time today at the fu-
neral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the 
donor’s choice. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

KAREN MOORE
Karen Sue Moore, 63, of 

Paris, passed away at 7:30 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, 
at Burnsides Marshall Rehab, 
Marshall. 

The family is hosting a me-
morial service at 2 p.m. Feb. 
22, at First Christian Church 
in Paris. Templeton Funeral 
Home is assisting with ar-
rangements.

Additional information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com

JEREMY MCDANIEL
Jeremy Kayne McDaniel, 

formerly of Charleston and 
Boise, Idaho, passed away Jan. 

26, 2020, at 
Paris.

No pub-
lic services 
are planned. 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting 

the family with the arrange-
ments. 

 Mr. McDaniel leaves be-
hind his parents, Tim Mc-
Daniel of Murtaugh, Idaho, 
and Mary Herrington-Perry 
of Paris; stepparents, Keith 
Perry and Shelly McDaniel; 
his sister Justinn McDaniel of 
Chicago; his children, Imani 
and Tahj McDaniel of Cham-
paign; his grandmother, Edna 
(Sammy) McDaniel of Paris; 

many stepsiblings, cousins 
and friends; and his fat and 
faithful dog, J.D.

 Family and friends will 
sorely miss his kind and gener-
ous heart, his bright but often 
impish smile and his quirky 
sense of humor.

 Mr. McDaniel attempted 
several professions during his 
life – superhero, cowboy, first 
baseman, linebacker, hip-hop 
artist, car salesman, even wa-
termelon demolition expert. 
But his true avocation was po-
etry. With Michael Franti, the 
family knows that wherever 
he roams, his soul, "is a poem 
written on the back of God's 
hand."

 Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Animal Shelter.   

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

ZACHARY LORENZEN
Zachary Wade Lorenzen, 

26, of rural Chrisman, passed 
away Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020, 

at his resi-
dence.  

A funeral 
service is 2 
p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 5, at 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home. 

Burial is in Hoult Cemetery. 
Visitation is from noon until 
the service time Wednesday 
at the funeral home.  

Mr. Lorenzen was born 
March 13, 1993, at Terre 
Haute, Ind., the son of John 
Spencer Lorenzen and the 
late Carmen Rae Westerfield 
Lorenzen.  

He is survived by his father, 
John Lorenzen of Chrisman; 
his sister, Alyx (Tyler) Owen 
of El Paso, Texas; his maternal 
grandparents, Ken and Becky 

Westerfield of Paris; aunts 
and uncles, Steve (Vicki) Lo-
renzen of Chrisman, Nancy 
(William) Sanders of Grand 
Isle, La., Jeannie (Brad) 
Taylor of Oakland, Cynthia 
(Hans) Andreasen of Terre 
Haute, Ind., and Mike (To-
nya) Westerfield of Paris; a 
dear friend Randy Snyder of 
Metcalf; and several cousins.  

He was preceded in death 
by his paternal grandparents, 
John and Leila Lorenzen.

Mr. Lorenzen was a 
member of Grace Lutheran 
Church and was a member 
of National Honor Society, 
Chrisman High School Stu-
dent Council and served on a 
Youth Advisory Board for the 
Chrisman Community. No 
matter what was going on in 
his life, he always put family 
first.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.  

HILDA JONES
MARSHALL – Hilda Jones, 

86, of Marshall, passed away 
at 5:25 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 

22, 2020, at 
North Port, 
Fla.

A funeral 
service is 1 
p.m. today, 
Feb. 1, at the 
First United 
M e t h o d i s t 

Church, with the Rev. Robert 
Sabo officiating. Burial follows 
in the Marshall Cemetery. Vis-
itation is from 11 a.m. until the 
1 p.m. service at the church to-
day.   Pearce Funeral Home is 
in charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the First United Meth-
odist Church. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

CHUCK HEINLEIN SR.
Charles William “Chuck” 

Heinlein Sr., 83, of Kansas, 
passed away at 11:40 a.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 
26, 2020, at 
his residence. 
He was re-
tired after a 
45-year-long 
career as an 
aircraft me-
chanic where 

he had operated a small plane 
and wing repair business.

The family will host a me-
morial service celebrating his 
life at 2 p.m. today, Feb. 1, at 
the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Paris. Visitation 
is from 1 p.m. until the ser-
vice time today at the church. 
Templeton Funeral Home as-
sisted with arrangements.

Mr. Heinlein was born July 
27, 1936, at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
the son of the late Harvey 
Charles and Lucille O’Neil 
Heinlein. He married Patricia 
McKenzie May 14, 1955, at 
Cincinnati, and she survives.

Other survivors include 
four children, Doris (Irv) 
Bottom of Largo, Fla., Chuck 
(Lorraine) Heinlein Jr. of 

Mattoon, Dennis (Roxana) 
Heinlein of Ashmore and Jon 
(Sophie) Heinlein of Round 
Lake; a brother, Donald (Kay) 
Heinlein of Anaheim, Calif.; 
10 grandchildren, Heather 
( Jason) Rieck, Christopher 
Bottom, Miranda Shepherd, 
Aaron (Cassandra) Heinlein, 
Jesse (Candace) Shepherd, 
Amanda (Michael) Pullen, 
Lindsey (Tyler Jackson) 
Heinlein, Samantha Heinlein, 
Suzanne Heinlein and Selena 
Heinlein; and 14 great-grand-
children. 

He was preceded in death 
by a son, Joel Heinlein.

Mr. Heinlein was an avid 
model train collector and was 
a member of several model 
train clubs. His grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren loved 
to visit his train rooms, even 
though he was the only one 
who got to be the conductor. 
Many local grade school chil-
dren enjoyed being able to 
take field trips to see his trains.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Worldwide Work 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Online condolences avail-
able at www.TempletonFuner-
alHome.com.

THYRA ERWIN
Thyra Jane Erwin, 84, of 

Paris, passed away at 9:49 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020, 

at Pleasant 
M e a d o w s 
Christian Vil-
lage, Chris-
man. She was 
a homemak-
er.

A ser-
vice was 10 

a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. Burial was in Frank-
lin Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
28, at the funeral home.

Mrs. Irwin was born July 8, 
1935, at Newport, Ind., the 
daughter of the late Wardie 
and Lulu Foreman Richards. 
She married Robert C. Erwin 
May 28, 1954, at the State 
Line Christian Church, and 
he passed away July 21, 1991.

She is survived by her 
children, Lennie Robert 
(Mary Lou) Erwin, David 
“Tater” (Lori) Erwin, Lou 
Ann ( James “Buck”) Floyd, 
Chuck (Kim) Erwin, all of 

Paris; grandchildren, Nicki 
(Clint) McConchie, Brandy 
Pine, Jim (Michelle) Floyd, 
Eric (Brittany) Erwin, Heath 
(Beth) Erwin, Justin Erwin, 
Kayla ( Jordon Keys) Erwin, 
Mason (Toni Board) Erwin; 
great-grandchildren, Kelsey 
Thomas, Clayton Floyd, 
Karley Thomas, Zak Floyd, 
Dylan McConchie, Macken-
zie Tibbs, Riley Dawson, Sta-
ley Pine, Halas Pine, Bailey 
Erwin, Paislee Erwin, I’Yonna 
Harris, Bentley Erwin and 
Laken Erwin expected in 
April.   

She was preceded in death 
by four brothers and one sis-
ter.     

Mrs. Irwin attended the 
First United Methodist 
Church in Paris. She loved 
attending all sporting events, 
especially the Paris Tigers, 
Junior League Basketball and 
Little League Baseball.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Alzheimer’s or any 
local sport organization.                                                             

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.     

EVERETT ARBUCKLE JR.
Everett Leroy Arbuckle Jr., 

73, of Paris, passed away at 
4:39 a.m. EST Saturday, Jan. 

25, 2020, 
at Region-
al Hospital, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.    

A memorial service cele-
brating his life is 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 3, at Templeton 
Funeral Home, with military 
rites by American Legion 
Post #211. Private interment 
is at a later date. Visitation is 
from 1 p.m. until the service 
time Monday at the funeral 
home.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.
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BY JERRY NOWICKI
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – While the 
information for approximately 
4,700 16-year-olds was for-
warded from the Illinois Secre-
tary of State’s Office to the Illi-
nois State Board of Elections as 
part of an automatic voter reg-
istration program, no underage 
people were registered to vote, 
nor did they receive informa-
tion about registering to vote, 
according to representatives of 
those two agencies. 

“To be clear, no 16-year-olds 
were registered to vote,” Henry 
Haupt, deputy press secretary 
for the secretary of state’s office 
said in a phone call Thursday. 
“In fact, the election authori-
ties throughout the state have 
long had a system in place pre-
venting them from registering 
anyone under age to vote.” 

Automatic voter registration 
became law in 2017, providing 
that Illinois citizens are auto-
matically registered to vote 
whenever they apply for or 
renew a driver’s license unless 
they opt out. Under that sys-
tem, the secretary of state’s of-
fice shares a database with the 

state elections board. 
The transmission of 16-year-

olds’ information through that 
system was an issue of policy 
and not related to a previous 
glitch in the voter registration 
system which allowed 545 
self-identified non-citizens to 
register to vote, according to 
officials. 

Haupt said even though the 
secretary of state shared the in-
formation of 16-year-olds, they 
did so knowing they would not 
be allowed to vote if they did 
not reach the necessary age by 
the date of the next election. 

In Illinois, a person who is 
17 years old is allowed to vote 
in primary elections as long as 
they will turn 18 by the date of 
the general election. 

Haupt said after recent dis-
cussions with ISBE, the sec-
retary of state will change its 
current policy.

“We went ahead and met 
with ISBE and we will no lon-
ger be sending 16-year-old reg-
istration information,” Haupt 
said. “Now we're just not even 
going to send them that infor-
mation. We're going to cut that 
out. We'll just start sending it 

when they're 17 years or older.”
Matt Dietrich, the ISBE 

public information officer, said 
in a phone call the agency no-
ticed a large number of applica-
tions for 16-year-olds coming 
through the automatic registra-
tion system even though they 
were clearly not of age to vote. 
But Dietrich said no 16-year-
old got any further in the reg-
istration process than applying 
for a driver’s license at the sec-
retary of state’s office. 

“They were never registered 
to vote, they were never even 
forwarded to the local election 
authorities,” he said. 

Still, because the informa-
tion was forwarded by the 
secretary of state, ISBE sent 
letters to all whose information 
was received, telling them their 
voter registration had been 
blocked. 

“We had noticed that we 
were getting a lot of these ap-
plications coming through and 
we block those automatically,” 
Dietrich said. “Those never 
went on to the local jurisdic-
tions. No 16-year-old was ever 
registered to vote. And we 
were sending letters to the ap-

Policy change: Secretary of state won’t forward 
16-year-olds’ info to voter registration system

plicants that basically said … 
’you're too young, we recently 
received the application. How-
ever, under Illinois law and so 
forth and so on.’” 

He said the 4,700 number 
is approximate because, “this 
never became part of our re-
cord keeping, because we 
weren't even supposed to see 
them.” 

Dietrich said the issue came 
up at the ISBE meeting this 
week when board members 
said underage persons should 
not even be given the chance 
to start the AVR process when 
applying for a license. 

He said while he initially be-
lieved the applications were be-
ing received as part of a glitch, 
the secretary of state’s office 
clarified their sharing of the in-
formation was intentional. 

“They are no longer going 
to send them to us and we are 
no longer going to have to send 
out letters,” he said. 



Editor, The Prairie Press:
There is something going on in 

Paris right now that doesn’t have 
anything to do with impeach-
ment, high taxes, demolition of 
downtown buildings, Illinois go-
ing bankrupt or any other number 
of things that can be upsetting or 
depressing.

This particular development is 
something that all of Paris should 
be excited about and supportive 
of. It is taking place at the Paris 
High School gymnasium, in other 
gyms around the area and on rare 
occasion at the house Eveland 
built. It is exciting and awe inspir-
ing — and it hasn’t happened in 
Paris for 49 years.

It is an undefeated and No. 
1 ranked Paris Tiger basketball 
team, the Paris Lady Tigers and it 
is worth watching. Since mid-No-
vember, there has been no better 
way to spend an evening than 
watching the Lady Tigers chew 
up the competition as they have 
clawed their way to the number 1 
spot in the most recent Class 2A 
rankings.

Unfortunately, a lot of Parisians 
have missed the opportunity to 
see one of the most dominant 
Paris basketball teams ever on 
display. Last night, our Lady Ti-

gers easily dispatched the Olney 
Tigers to win the LIC Conference 
Title, adding this to their list of 
accomplishments this season, 
including the NAL Tournament 
and Charleston Holiday Tourna-
ment titles, on the way to a per-
fect 26-0. By the time this letter 
is published my guess is that the 
record will be expanded to 28-0, 
with only three remaining games 
standing in the way to a perfect 
31-0 regular season.

As a member of the last 
Paris basketball team to have an 
undefeated regular season (1971 
Tigers at 30-0) I can attest to the 
incredibly good feeling it gives a 
young gentleman or lady to have 
a packed gym full of screaming 
fans cheering you on to victory. 
I can honestly say, 49 years later, 
that this experience is something 
I have never forgotten or failed to 
appreciate and to feel good about 
living in Paris. 

I only hope that these excep-
tional young ladies also get to 
experience this type of phenom-
enal community support. This is 
where you come in. It is not too 
late to pack the house for them. 
There are two more home games, 
February 4 vs. Arthur and Febru-
ary 6 vs. Lawrenceville, which is 

also senior night.
To make your evening more en-

joyable (if that is possible), I can 
guarantee you that Paris has the 
No. 1 band in the land with Kevin 
Pruitt and Jessica Hendrickson at 
the helm. If you are hungry, Paris 
also boasts the No. 1 concession 
stand in the area. I highly recom-
mend the loaded nachos. 

I have gone to most of the other 
area gyms this season, and I guar-
antee that my assessment is spot 
on. It’s not even close. So, get your 
stadium seats out of mothballs, 
buy something orange and black 
to wear to the game and come to 
these last two games.

For those of you who are old 
enough to remember the good 
old days at a sold out Eveland 
Gym, that type of atmosphere 
is still possible, but only if you 
make that happen. Please mark 
you calendar to be at the gym 
on the fourth and the sixth. Get 
there early (6 p.m.) so you can 
also take in the junior varsity 
game. Our JV team is 9-2 so far 
this year.

See you at the games and go 
Lady Tigers.

Larry Jones
’71 Tigers
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Stop the 
hand-
wringing 
over 
decline of 
newspapers 

Edgar County fortunate to have fire, ambulance, sheriff and volunteers to aid
Edgar County is fortunate to have 

people willing to drop everything 
and come running when others need 
help in an emergency.

Thursday afternoon, Jan. 30, clear-
ly illustrated what first responders 
can encounter with multiple overlap-
ping incidents.

The 911 dispatch center also 
deserves much credit for keeping 
everything coordinated and operat-
ing in a professional manner during a 
stressful time. 

Everything started with sending 
the Paris Fire Department and a 
Horizon Health ambulance to Court 
and Central for a pedestrian struck 
by a vehicle. During that same time, 
the Chrisman Fire Department and 
the Northern Edgar County Ambu-
lance were needed at a rural address 
for a medical emergency, which also 
resulted in a backup call for a Hori-
zon Health ambulance.

These events were in progress 
when a two-vehicle, rear-end col-
lision occurred on state Route 1 in 
Oliver. Paris Fire Department, the 
Oliver Station of the Paris Commu-
nity Fire Protection and a Horizon 
Health Ambulance were sent out.

Radio communication between 
the dispatch center at the jail and 
first responders en route to the crash 
presented a confusing situation as 
dispatch attempted to relay fresh 
information from callers at the scene. 
One call stated a victim who was am-

bulatory was now lying down beside 
the road.

The ambulance crew asked dis-
patch to launch a helicopter as a 
precaution, but that was canceled 
after the EMTs arrived and were able 
to assess the situation.

Responders were still busy at 
Oliver when the alert tones sounded 
again.

This time Brocton and Hume 
fire departments were needed for a 
rollover accident on state Route 49 
with a report the vehicle was on its 
top and leaking gasoline with at least 
two people trapped inside. An ambu-
lance from Oakland in Coles County 
was also dispatched.

As soon as firefighters got on 
scene, they asked for a helicopter 
and shortly after that requested  a 
second helicopter. Several radio calls 
from different incidents sometimes 
interfered with each other and at 
one point a dispatcher commanded 
all communications to stand down 
while 911 coordinated with a heli-
copter service.

An Illinois State Police report 
confirmed two people – a 30-year-
old Marshall woman and 14-year-old 
juvenile also from Marshall – were 

airlifted from the Brocton scene with 
serious injuries. No additional infor-
mation was available regarding their 
condition Friday.

We are lucky to have these people, 
so the next time one encounters a 
first responder give them a thanks.

Somebody else deserving of thanks 
is Edgar County Clerk and Record-
er August Griffin, who has worked 
diligently to help the county schools 
that have objected to being used as 
polling places during elections. 

His most recent success was 
switching the polls at Carolyn Wenz 
School to the First United Methodist 
Church. This follows moving the 
polls from the Kansas School gym to 
Kansas Christian Church, the polls 
at Shiloh to the Hume Community 
Building and from Chrisman High 
School to the Nazarene Church. 
Only Memorial School remains as a 
polling place, and Griffin is searching 
for another site to handle those polls.

Griffin does not have to do this, 
and his job would be somewhat eas-
ier if he ignored the schools because 
the election laws give preference to 
using schools as polling places. He 
has shown understanding to educa-
tors’ concerns about the safety risk 
posed to schools when doors, nor-
mally kept locked for security, must 
be thrown open to the public and 
the disruption to the normal educa-
tion routine when parts of building 
are no longer available for classes.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Thanks, first responders

Paris: take time to celebrate the Lady Tigers
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According to a late 2019 piece in the New 
York Times, one in five newspapers in Amer-
ica has been shuttered over the past 15 years, 

and journalist numbers cut 
in half. This bodes ill for the 
vibrancy of communities, for 
which newspapers have been 
the essential glue, prod and 
town crier. 

We must stop wringing 
our hands and instead devise 
alternatives, just as news in 
paper form in the 18th centu-
ry replaced the news shouted 
out earlier by the town criers.

My dad ran the Stark 
County News in Toulon post-World War II. 
As a teen in the 1950s, I sat at the huge key-
board of a Model 14 Linotype, a balky iron 
and steel beast that spit out lines of type from 
molten lead. It was high tech.

On Wednesday afternoons, townsfolk 
crowded, literally, the corridor of the post of-
fice, waiting impatiently for Billy Humphrey 
to stuff the new edition into their mailboxes. 
The paper included one or two pages of 
personals, of “Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Jackson 
spending the weekend in Mahomet with Mrs. 
Jackson’s parents. They all enjoyed dinner 
in Champaign Saturday evening.” Personals 
were the Facebook of 70 years ago.

News-on-paper operations are struggling 
mightily to hang onto enough advertisers, 
stolen by Facebook and Google, to keep 
printing. 

For towns that have lost their newspaper, 
here are several models, already in place here 
and there, that might in coming years provide 
that “glue, prod, and town crier” role for a 
community. 

The free, 100 percent coverage newspaper: 
Veteran journalist Jeff Lampe has had success 
with his printed Weekly Post and Prairie 
News publications in rural territory between 
Peoria and Galesburg. Each covers several 
communities, not one as in the past. 

His publications go by mail to all 16,000 
households in his coverage area. He pays re-
porters a small amount per each city council 
and school board meeting. It’s an expensive 
model, as Jeff ’s only revenue is from adver-
tising, and he has to produce, print and pay 
postage to reach each household.

But advertisers in the small-town area love 
it, as they can’t afford television from the big 
cities nearby. Readers page through the news 
and see the ads. 

Alternative newspapers: These have been 
around for a century or more. The de-
cades-old Illinois Times in Springfield is free 
to all who pick the paper up weekly at drop 
boxes and stores throughout the state capital 
region. And it is a must for many, who want 
to know what is happening at the music spots 
and new restaurants. They also read the latest 
investigative reporting of the one reporter 
who does such, and does it well, as well as the 
letters to the editor about various controver-
sies. Not so comprehensive as the once-ro-
bust subscription newspapers, the paper still 
serves a valuable function.

Nonprofit newspapers, somewhat along 
the NPR model: Economists say it is irratio-
nal for an individual to contribute to keep an 
otherwise free service going. But folks do.

Podcasts: I have a local farmer friend with a 
podcast called the Shark Farmer. Rob Sharkey 
reaches scores of thousands of farmers in the 
U.S. and Canada each week, with provocative 
interviews about the challenging world of 
farm life. 

Rob makes more money from the podcast 
than he does from his farming and outfitting 
businesses. Maybe a podcast of community 
news and interviews could generate enough 
listeners to spark interest from advertisers, 
and make doing such worthwhile.

In effect, podcasters would be the new 
town criers.

Facebook: I know several dailies that 
use their Facebook pages to link readers to 
limited numbers of stories on their websites. 
The papers then pitch inexpensive online 
subscriptions.

There are Facebook pages about one’s 
community. It would take an unpaid adminis-
trator-editor and volunteer reporter-contrib-
utors to transform such pages into effective 
news outlets.

( Jim Nowlan is president of Stark County 
Communications, which publishes newspa-
pers in his rural home county in Illinois.)

And, of course, this newspaper you are 
reading may figure out a profitable combi-
nation of print and online news distribution 
that will keep the community informed and 
energized. 

This brings me to my final point (about 
time, Jim). Volunteer (or slave wage) report-
ers will probably be necessary for many news 

See NOWLAN, Page 7A
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Give new Illinois 
Senate President Don 
Harmon (D-Oak Park) 
some 
credit. 
He's 
made a 
few very 
solid 
moves 
since 
Jan. 18, 
when 
he was 
elected 
to his 
chamber's top job. 

Harmon won a 
majority vote of his 
caucus before the full 
Senate voted. With the 
factions all over the 
place, putting a deal 
together wasn't easy. But 
after several tense and 
sometimes contentious 
hours, Harmon emerged 
victorious. 

Hard feelings remain. 
Some Senators appar-
ently just up and lied to 
Lightford about whom 
they were supporting. 
But Lightford will 
remain Majority Leader 
and her supporters in 
Senate Democratic 
Leadership were pro-
tected. Harmon made 
peace and he has time to 
work things out before 
he has to run again in 
less than a year. 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 
denied it, but people 
close to him were 
indeed working hard on 
Lightford's behalf. The 
two men have known 
each other for over two 
decades, but Harmon 
endorsed then-Sen. 
Daniel Biss in the 2018 
gubernatorial primary 

New 
Senate 
president 
is off to a 
good start

See MILLER, Page 7A
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A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING COMING SOON!

(217) 948-5555
750 West Illiois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Precision Tires Plus is 
NOW OFFERING Diesel Repairs.
723 E. Crawford St. • Paris, IL

            (217) 463-500(217) 463-500

ALIGNMENTS • AUTO GLASS   
• MECHANICAL REPAIR

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

POOLS & SPASIntegrityIntegrity
•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Spa Chemicals  
•  Computerized Water Analysis

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

Gopher Gopher 
ExcavatingExcavating

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Site work, foundations, footings, 
grade work, drainage, tiling, 

demolition

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, 
PO BOX 333 • Paris, IL

Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Rd • (217) 465-7641

FFBT.com

Your best choice for Full-Service 
Solar, HVAC, Electrical & Plumbing

CENTRALCENTRAL
STATESTATE

Solar • HVAC • Electrical • Plumbing

Estate, Moving, Downsizing, 
& Going Out of Business

“Complete Liquidation Services”

ESTATE SALES LLC

(217) 251-5871 / (217)-264-1725
lanee.pfeiffer@gmail.com

Specializing in  
TAG SALES

CHRISMAN
AMERICAN LEGION

POST #477

WIN BIG AT

BINGOBINGO
Every Saturday
at 6:30 p.m.

Doors Open
at 5:00 p.m.

Tiki - $2,200
Tripple B - $850
Orange - $93
Green - $10,000
Only 9 Numbers Left!

Purple - $4,783

Jackpots continue to grow!

Meal Provided
FREE of Charge
124 N. Illinois Street  • Chrisman, IL  61924
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Jail closing 
county’s fault 

Editor, The Prairie 
Press:

If you think about the 
jail being shut down, it’s 
because of the county 
commissioners.

Over the years, they 
knew we needed a new 
jail, but they built a new 
part onto a 60-100-year-
old building. A quick fix 

over Pritzker and things kin-
da soured after that. The two 
are ideologically very close, 
however, so they should be 
able to work things out, but 
I'd bet the Senate's appoint-
ment confirmation process, 
among other things, might 
get just a wee bit tighter in 
the near term. 

The night he was elected, 
Harmon sat down with his 
entire staff. Employees had 
been fretting about their fu-
tures ever since John Culler-
ton unexpectedly announced 
in November he would be 
resigning soon. 

Staff members are people, 
too, after all. Many have 
families to support, mortgag-
es and tuition to pay, plus the 
all-important health insur-
ance. They'd been walking 
on eggshells ever since 
Cullerton's announcement, 
wondering what their future 
holds. 

Harmon, according to 
spokesperson John Patterson, 

told the all-staff meeting, "he 
looks forward to working 
with everyone and was 
counting on staff to help him 
during this transition and 
heading into what we expect 
will be another successful 
and productive session." 

The highly unusual mid-
term resignation of a sitting 
Senate President plopped 
Harmon into uncharted 
waters just a week before the 
General Assembly was sched-
uled to return from its long 
winter break. Replacing key 
staff members in mid-stream 
would've been difficult and 
perhaps even risky. He needs 
to get up to speed right away, 
and he couldn't do that if he 
brought in new folks to run 
the day-to-day operation. 

Harmon will eventually 
have to decide what he wants 
his staff to look like. But it 
was a smart, grown-up move 
to stick with the status quo 
for a while. The staff Harmon 
inherited is efficient and 
capable. There was simply no 
pressing need to make any 
major immediate changes. 

In some ways, Harmon is 
old school. He runs one of 
the few truly active Demo-
cratic township organizations 
in Cook County and he has 
indulged in the tradition of 
working at a powerful law 
firm while serving. But he's 
also the first ever member of 
Generation X to lead a legis-
lative caucus and preside over 
a chamber here. He loves 
playing guitar and he attract-
ed the votes of the younger 
members in his caucus. 

Harmon strongly signaled 
that we've entered a new 
era during an appearance 
later in the week on Chicago 
Public Television's "Chicago 
Tonight" program. 

Harmon has worked 
at a politically connected 
Chicago law firm for the 
past 15 years. He has done 
bond work for municipalities 
and his firm has represented 
several state agencies. 

He has said he was as 
diligent as possible to avoid 
conflicts of interest, but now 
that Harmon has the cham-
ber's top job it was a sure bet 

that questions would at least 
be raised. 

So Harmon told Amanda 
Vinicky during the WTTW 
interview that he plans to 
step down from the firm. 
He'll avoid any conflicts and 
he can devote himself full-
time to his new role. 

This almost never happens 
in Illinois government. Just 
the opposite, in fact. When 
people move to the top of the 
legislative food chain, they 
generally ramp up their, um, 
marketability. 

He's making the right 
moves so far. We'll see how 
he does in the future. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

outlets. Fortunately, there 
are now more of us with 
some time on our hands, 
who might be induced into 
covering one, maybe two, 
government meetings a 
month. 

Minimal training would 
be needed in how to cover 
and write up a meeting. 
There are reporting basics, 
which could be taught in 
several evenings. Maybe 
the state press association 
could organize such around 
the state, ditto for college 
journalism programs.

Solid news — about 

NOWLAN
FROM PAGE 6A

for a few years. Real smart.
Ex-sheriff Motley had the 

right idea on a new jail, but 
he seemed to go about it the 
wrong way. 

I have even found out 
that we can vote for people, 
but when they get elected 
there is no way you can get 
an appointment to even talk 
to them. A judge’s secretary 
told me I could not make 
an appointment with him. I 
guess you have to do a crime 
in order to talk to him.

I’ll vote different now.
Bill Simpson

Paris

what is going on and what 
needs to be done in a commu-
nity — is a key underpinning 
for community vitality. Let’s 
keep the news coming, what-
ever the format.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan 
was a senior fellow and political 
science professor at the Universi-
ty of Illinois in Urbana-Cham-
paign. He has worked for three 
unindicted governors and 
published a weekly newspaper in 
central Illinois.)

REUSE
the news

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Re-
modeling how Illinois’ political 
districts are drawn is the key to 
addressing the dark cloud of 
ethical violations hovering 
over state government, House 
Republican leaders said Tues-
day.

Communities are grouped 
primarily for political advan-
tage, Dixon Republican Rep. 
Tom Demmer said, restricting 
residents’ ability to hold their 
legislators accountable.

“These political entrench-
ments — these situations in 
which politicians pick their 
voters instead of voters pick-
ing their politicians — had a 
chilling impact on our ability 
to debate the important issues 
of the day here in Springfield,” 

he added.
One of those is redistricting 

reform, an issue the House Re-
publican caucus is prioritizing 
this session and has supported 
for years. It will stop the culture 
that enabled unscrupulous be-
havior by some lawmakers 
over the past year and devas-
tated the state, Minority Lead-
er Jim Durkin, from Western 
Springs, said.

Villa Park Democratic Sen. 
Tom Cullerton was formally 
accused by a federal grand jury 
of collecting a salary as well as 
health and pension benefits 
from a labor union for work he 
did not do. He has pleaded not 
guilty.

Federal officials charged for-
mer Rep. Luis Arroyo, a Chi-
cago Democrat, with bribery, 
charges that led him to relin-
quish his post. 

And former Sen. Martin 
Sandoval, a Democrat from 
Chicago, pleaded guilty to fed-
eral bribery and tax evasion 
charges in a federal court in 
Chicago on Tuesday. He re-

signed effective Jan. 1.
Changing the method 

by which political maps are 
drawn, “is probably the most 
important way we can clean up 
corruption and the culture that 
has created this horrible situa-
tion in Illinois,” Durkin said.

All 44 House GOP mem-
bers support a constitutional 
amendment that would re-
move politicians from decid-
ing the boundaries of districts 
in favor of an 11-member 
commission tasked with 
drawing maps in a fair, above-
board way, Demmer said. It 
would affect boundaries of 
districts drawn after the 2020 
census.

“The proposal for fair maps 
has been out there for years, 
and it’s one of the most thor-
oughly-discussed issues we’ve 
seen,” he said.

House Republicans are also 
pushing for legislation reform-
ing lawmaker behavior. Rep. 
Grant Wehlri, from Naper-
ville, said those common sense 
measures include prohibiting 

representatives and senators 
from being lobbyists while in 
office, preventing them from 
immediately becoming lobby-
ists after leaving their post and 
increasing the economic inter-
est information legislators have 
to disclose.

“If the Democrats finally 
wanted to get serious on hold-
ing themselves accountable, 
and do what’s right for the peo-
ple of Illinois, let’s move these 
pieces of legislation,” he said.

Durkin appeared to put the 
success of those changes, and 
others, on Democratic Gov. JB 
Pritzker. 

“I think as leader of the par-
ty, he can get his members in 
line. That includes the [House] 
speaker [Chicago Democrat 
Michael Madigan] and also the 
president of the Senate [Oak 
Park Democrat Don Har-
mon]...,” he said. 

His caucus is also planning 
to combat the, “skyrocket-
ing cost of property taxes,” 
in Illinois, Rep. Dan Brady, 
R-Bloomington, said.

House Republicans tie ethics reforms to redistricting
GOP also pushing 
for greater financial 
disclosure, property 
tax reform

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!
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BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Support for two manufac-
turing centers in the west in-
dustrial area was completed 
at this week’s meeting of the 
Paris City Council.

PlyGem Holdings, parent 
company of Simonton Win-
dows, will receive $100,000 in 
reimbursement from the Jas-
per Street TIF (Tax Increment 
Finance) fund. This will help 
finance an additional produc-
tion line of a new window 
style, and result in an increase 
in employment. This is part of 
a major investment made by 
the company this past year in 
the Paris plant.

The council also approved a 
resolution through the Illinois 
Highway Code for relocation 
of Stratton Street into the in-
dustrial area. At its previous 
meeting the city requested 
a state grant for $904,000 to 
move the road to a new en-
trance with state Route 133, 
and to extend water and sani-
tary sewer services to the new 
expansion planned by GSI.

A tract of land owned by 
James and Shirley Haught adja-
cent to Route 133 was annexed 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Another successful Holiday 
in the Park is in the can, but it 
was not without some glitches.

“We lost a Road Run-
ner, and a Sponge Bob. He’s 
(Sponge Bob) been popular. 
That was the second time he 
was stolen,” Chris Redman, su-
perintendent of streets, alleys 
and parks, told the Paris Park 
Board Tuesday, Jan. 28.

Previous thefts from other 
Holiday in the Parks have in-
cluded a Brett Eldredge banner 
and a Paris Police Department 
display.

Despite the thievery, park 
board members were enthusi-
astic about the 2019 Holiday in 
the Park.

“I think it was the best ever,” 
said Melinda Young. “It was full 
and looked good.”

A traffic counter stretched 
across the park road recorded 
12,841 vehicles entering the 
park between Thanksgiving 
when the lighted display offi-
cially opened through Jan. 1 
when it closed.

Park board members also 
liked the Bee Well of Edgar 
County Dashing Through the 
Lights fun run/walk for fam-
ilies that occurred the night 
before Thanksgiving when 

park staff did a final light test of 
the display. The event provid-
ed community members and 
visitors with an opportunity to 
walk through the park and see 
the displays from a different 
perspective, and the first-time 
event drew a good crowd. 

Board members expressed 
concern about the inability to 
keep drivers from entering the 
park while walkers, including 
young children, were using 
the park road in the dark. Dis-
cussion centered on a need to 
work more closely with Bee 
Well and the city to perhaps 
close the park road for the hour 
or so it takes to complete Dash-
ing Through the Lights.

The next big decision is how 
to celebrate Independence 
Day. For the last couple of 
years, the fireworks show in the 
park has occurred the Saturday 
following July 4. That started in 
2017 when the city’s longtime 
fireworks vendor was unable 
to renew an Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms explosives per-
mit. Central States Fireworks 
stepped into the breach but 
a long-standing contract pre-
vented the company from be-
ing in Paris on July 4.

The quality of the show put 
on by Central States so im-
pressed the community it was 

decided to continue with that 
company even though there 
was no possibility of ever hav-
ing a July 4 fireworks display. 
Central States returned in 
2018 and 2019 with fireworks 
shows the Saturday after July 
4, and the 2019 independence 
celebration at Twin Lakes Park 
grew to include several food 
trucks in addition to live music.

July 4 this year is a Saturday, 
and Central States is commit-
ted elsewhere, meaning the 
celebration in Paris could be a 
week later.

“I think we will have back-
lash if we don’t have fireworks 
on the Fourth and have to wait 
a week,” said park board mem-
ber Jodi Theirl. 

The others agreed while not-
ing there may not be many op-
tions. There are not that many 
companies licensed to shoot 
fireworks, and park board 
president Cliff Mackie noted 
Central States is one of the few 
that are affordable for the city 
to hire.

“I don’t think people realize 
how expensive fireworks are,” 
said Mackie. “We are trying to 
find something in a price range 
we can afford.”

Mackie added food truck 
vendors that participated in 
2019 are contacting him about 

setting a date for their summer 
schedule. No decisions were 
made but it was acknowledged 
action is needed soon.

The popular Music in the 
Park is returning. Redman is 
already working on signing 
bands to play for the Thursday 
night programs.

“I’m trying to mix it up so 
we can draw different crowds,” 
said Redman. 

The status of the miniature 
golf course was also discussed. 
The attraction needs work but 
park board members’ percep-
tion is the vendor responsible 
for operating the course rarely 
has it open to the public.

“If it is not going to be open, 
the park board doesn’t need to 
put money into it,” said Young.

Mackie said part of the is-
sue may be a public relations 
problem and perhaps the park 
board needs to do more to 
promote the golf course for 
both public use and private 
parties. 

Park board member Tom 
Tuttle suggested one way to 
create more notice for the 
course would be forming a 
mini-golf league and having 
a tournament with what he 
called real prizes.

“It’s such a little gem, and it’s 
not used,” said Young.

City Council supports 
industrial expansion

into the city. Also approved 
was the annual request for 
use of motor fuel tax funds 
to maintain city streets.

Jamie Littleton closed 
out a 20-year career with 
the city on Jan. 31. His 
resignation as city code 
enforcement officer was 
reluctantly accepted by the 
council and allows him to 
join the staff of the Illinois 
Laborers’ Home Develop-
ment Corp. 

In other business, the 
council approved the an-
nual intergovernmental 
agreement between the 
Paris Fire Department and 
other emergency services; 
payment to PumpWorx of 
$7,230 to replace a sludge 
pump at the sewage plant; 
payment of $1,844 to Spear 
Corp to maintain a chlo-
rinator at the plant; and 
payment to Kirby Risk to 
rebuild a well pump drive 
for $12,130.

The next city council 
meeting is 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 10, with a meeting 
agenda 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 4. Both are at city hall 
and open to the public.

Christmas is done, time to plan for summer

Carrell also spoke as a pri-
vate citizen during the au-
dience to visitors portion of 
the meeting. He asked the 
board to place a referendum 
question on the November 
ballot asking Edgar County 
citizens if they favor forming 
a new state. The secession, he 
said, would leave Chicago and 
Cook County and perhaps 
some of the collar counties, 
depending on the organiza-
tion, as Illinois. The remain-

SESSION
FROM PAGE 1A

Time flew when the compe-
tition began and it became ap-
parent the judges’ jobs would 
not be easy.

Anna, Ruth and Luke Sul-
livan made up the first team, 
called the First Fruits Foodies. 
Their dish was rich, creamy 
chicken noodle soup with 
fruit cocktail salad on the side. 
Judge Mary Liz Wright was 
impressed they finished some-
thing as time consuming as 
soup so quickly.

 The Spice Girls, made up 
of Ella Bennett, Alison Cash, 
Ahlyssa Garwood and Olivia 
Smith, lived up to their name. 
Their chicken featured spices 
plus a dab of Worchester sauce 
and fruit juice for good mea-
sure. On the side were rice with 
soy sauce, fruit cocktail with 
fresh apples and finally a salad 
tossed with ranch seasoning, 
an unconventional approach 
the judges deemed a great suc-
cess.

The Fabulous Bell Ridge 
Blue Ribbon Cooks was the 
smallest team with only two 
members, Gracie Wilson and 
Gage Wright, but they brought 
their best to the table with 
roasted chicken, fried rice with 
vegetables and fruit salad with 
cinnamon. They were ruled to 
have the best plating.

Koen Brinkerhoff, Cooper 
Keep and Jordan Eden named 
their team the Eagles and they 
created a chicken and rice 
plate cooked with a splash of 
cocktail juice, plus more fruit 
on the side. The judges agreed 
the three showed phenome-
nal teamwork with delicious 

results.
The Four Baguettes, made 

up of brothers Cash and Mack 
Cooglin and their best friends 
Adelyn Trapp and Maddie 
Wheeler rounded out the 
competition with their Ital-
ian-inspired chicken, slaw and 
a crustless fruit cocktail cob-
bler which won rave reviews 
from Wright during the judg-
ing.

It took intense deliberation 
for Wright and fellow judge 
Lori Bell to choose the victors. 

“It could have gone any 
way,” Wright said, remarking 
the decision was so difficult 
because all of the food was de-
licious. However, two teams 
inched ahead of the rest, and 
the audience broke out in 

cheers as The Four Baguettes 
were named first place win-
ners, followed by The Spice 
Girls in second. 

When asked what the hard-
est part about the competition 
was, both teams agreed it was 
not the fruit cocktail.

Wheeler, one of The Four 
Baguettes, claimed the chick-
en was trickiest but it turned 
out perfectly. “It went from 
disgusting to really good,” she 
said.

The opinion of The Spice 
Girls was divided. Cash was 
also inclined to say the chick-
en, but for Smith it was a side 
dish. 

“I think the hardest was the 
salad,” Smith said. 

Organizers agreed Edgar 

County’s first Food Challenge 
was a success and are optimis-
tic the event will grow. 

“I have a feeling it’ll be 
much bigger next year, be-
cause the kids will start telling 
their friends,” said Bell

The competition was fun, 
but organizers hope the kids 
take away something deeper. 

“I think working together,” 
Crandall said, commenting 
that some team members had 
never met before but they 
worked to make sure everyone 
was included. “And obviously, 
some food responsibility.”

Wright said out of all the 
facts and techniques, she 
hopes the kids keep one les-
son: “That it’s fun to cook to-
gether.”

CHALLENGE
FROM PAGE 1A

Neal.  
It is not clear what the end 

result will be. Neal said it is still 
a fluid situation where the new 
rules are not exactly aligning 
with the old rules, and he does 
not anticipate any resolution 
before April.

He added it is possible 
come April NECAS will be 
allowed to run as a paramed-
ic service when he is on the 
ambulance, because he has a 
paramedic license.

The change in status was 
reflected in the budget Neal 
presented. He said the new 
budget closely matches the 
previous budget except he 
increased the line item for in-

terceptions with ambulance 
companies holding a higher 
ranking like Horizon Health.

“We are going to depend 
on our friends down south 
for things we used to do,” he 
said.

The budget anticipates 
$397,000 of income through 
billing insurance companies 
and individuals for $375,000, 
plus the $22,000 in subsidies 
provided by contributions 
from the villages of Hume 
and Metcalf, the City of 
Chrisman and the townships 
of Young America, Ross, 
Prairie, Brouilletts Creek, Ed-
gar and Shiloh.

The expense side of 
$428,000 includes $200,000 
in anticipated write offs for 
uncollectable bills. NECAS 

wrote off $172,000 worth of 
services for 2019.

An expense not specifically 
included in the new budget 
but something board mem-
bers must be aware of prior to 
February 2021 is the current 
heart monitors in the ambu-
lances will no longer be ac-
ceptable for use at that time. 
Neal said new monitors will 
cost $32,000 each and will 
require a long lead-time for 
delivery.

In an action item, the 
board approved changing out 
the heating, air condition-
ing and ventilation system 
in the ambulance bay. All of 
the heat put out by the cur-
rent furnace gets trapped in 
an upstairs sleeping space 
making the overhead area un-

bearably hot while the office 
area, ready room and ambu-
lance garage are sometimes 
uncomfortably cool.

Board president Kevin Ju-
lian presented a proposal to 
install a min-split unit that 
can heat and cool the office, 
ready room and sleeping 
space at a consistent tem-
perature. The furnace cur-
rently in use will remain but 
a change in the ductwork 
will allow it to heat the am-
bulance garage. 

Board members were ini-
tially reluctant to approve the 
work, which is estimated to 
cost more than $8,000, but 
finally agreed it is needed and 
NECAS did receive an Ener-
Star grant of $5,000 to make 
the change. 

NECAS
FROM PAGE 1A

der of the state’s counties 
would form a new 51st 
state.

According to Carrell, Il-
linois has a population of 
12.7 million people with 
5 million living in Cook 
County and another mil-
lion in DuPage County.

“That creates an imbal-
ance in the politics and the 
economics of the state,” 
said Carrell.

No action is taken at 
study sessions and the mat-
ter will be taken up for dis-
cussion at a future meeting.     

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Keon Brinkerhoff, far left, checks on his chicken as teammates Jordan Eden and Cooper Keep 
carefully cut ingredients. Competitors won points for using safe food handling techniques like 
thoroughly washing their hands and safely using knives.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

The First Fruits Foodies get to work on their creamy chicken 
noodle soup. The judges were impressed with all the work they 
accomplished within the 40-minute limit. From left, Ruth, Anna 
and Luke Sullivan.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Competitors Gracie Wilson, left, and Gage Wright made a chick-
en and fried rice dish that won the judges’ vote for best plating.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 
Paris native David C. Ham-
ilton, has joined Wilkinson, 

G o e l l e r , 
M o d e s i t t , 
W i l k i n s o n 
& Drummy, 
LLP, as an 
associate at-
torney Jan. 1. 
He formerly 
worked for 

Frisse & Brewster Law Offices 
in Paris and Terre Haute pri-
or to its closing at the end of 
2019.

Hamilton earned a bacca-
laureate degree from South-
ern Illinois University-Ed-
wardsville, summa cum laude, 
in 2013 and earned both M.S. 
and J.D. degrees from the 
Washington University Law 
School and the George War-

Attorney Hamilton joins 
Terre Haute law firm

ren Brown School of Social 
Work in St. Louis in 2017. 
He is admitted to the bars 
of both Illinois and Indiana. 
During his undergraduate 
career, Hamilton served as 
the student trustee on the 
eight-member Southern 
Illinois University System 
Board of Trustees.

His professional focus 
will continue in business, 
probate and trust matters 
for clients in Illinois and 
Indiana. He is a member 
of the Estate Planning 
Council of Central Indiana 
and serves on the Board of 
Directors for the Human 
Resources Center of Edgar 
and Clark Counties.  

Hamilton attended pub-
lic schools in Paris and 
serves as a volunteer coach 
for the Paris Tigers 7th and 
8th grade football teams.

HAMILTON

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The fires and floods of 
last year are reminders that 
unplanned events threaten 
livelihoods, and the Illinois 
Extension wants to help lo-
cal businesses plan how to 
recover and survive such 
events. 

According to the Feder-
al Emergency Management 
Agency, many small busi-
nesses never reopen after a 
disaster. Community and 
Economic Development Ed-
ucator Steve Groner invites 

Business disaster recovery 
plan workshop is free to all

business owners, manag-
ers and employees to learn 
about risk reduction, busi-
ness survival and disaster 
plan development in a free 
workshop 8 a.m.-noon 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the 
Clark County Extension 
Office in Marshall.

The start of a new year 
is an excellent time to pre-
pare recovery plans and 
reduce some worries. 

To enroll in this free 
workshop, contact Illinois 
Extension at 618-943-
5018 by Feb. 5.   

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  
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BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Newton Eagles got out to a hot 
start in their second round game in the 
consolation game against the Paris Ti-
gers Wednesday, Jn. 29, riding it all the 
way for a 45-30 victory. 

Paris was able to play even on the 
scoreboard after being down double 
digits, but it was another frustrating 
offensive night for the Tigers.  

There may have not been a signifi-
cant talent gap to the average fan, but 
Paris Coach Chase Brinkley saw where 
the different came from. 

“Newton outworked us from the 
start, which was the disappointing 
part,” the first year Tiger coach noted. 
“They were so much quicker to the ball 
than we were. They dove on the floor 
and were tougher than us in the facets 
of the game.”

Newton couldn’t seem to miss in 
the opening quarter — especially from 
three-point land — connecting on 
three of their first three tries. The Paris  
initial offensive possessions provided 
quick pull up jump shots the Eagles 
could rebound and send the other way. 
Even a Paris timeout three minutes 
into the game could not halt the Eagle 
scoring, and with 3:20 seconds left, 
they had a 16-2 lead. 

Coy Landrum was sent in defensive-
ly to deal with Newton’s leading scor-
er Schafer, who finished with a game 
high 19. Brinkley’s decision seemed to 
help as Newton made just one basket 
the last three minutes. Mason Hutch-
ings gave Paris some life, grabbing a 
rebound with eight seconds left and 
then pulling up for a three pointer at 
the buzzer. 

“Coy Landrum played very hard for 
us. He’s warranting more and more 
minutes, but has missed some prac-
tices with football visits, which in turn 
has opened the door for other guys to 
show they can play but unfortunately 
that hasn’t happened yet,” Brinkley ex-
plained.

Landrum got a basket to start the 
second. Newton’s aggressive half-court 
defense made finding a shot tough at 
times for Paris. After a Newton time-
out, Paris got some bench scoring with 
a Dustin Creech rebound and three 
banked in off the glass from Kohlton 
Mills. Newton extended their lead into 
double digits again with some drives, 
and with both teams not converting in 
the final minute, the Eagles still held a 
28-15 lead.

It seemed to be a constant battle in 
the second half for the Tigers, as occa-

sional made baskets were countered by 
the Eagles. 

Brinkley went to his bench to try dif-
ferent rotations and lineup combina-
tions and even with some open looks 
at times, there seemed to be a lid on 
the basket. 

Newton did most of their damage 
in the third from the free throw line 
to stay up 37-21 heading into the last 
quarter. 

Newton held the ball to create lon-
ger possession to sit on their lead. Gar-
rett King had a big scoring stretch in 
the fourth with some driving floaters 
but it was too little too late. Through-
out the night, there were nice plays and 
sequences from the Tigers, whether it 
was rebounding or getting to a loose 
ball, but they weren’t able to get out 
and run.

“I have to continue to focus on our 
attitudes and efforts,” Brinkley said. 
“We have good attitudes when we are 
making shots, and that shouldn’t effect 
things. You can’t control everything 
that happens, but you can control your 
attitude and effort.” 

OLNEY 52, PARIS 37
The matchup of Tigers did not go 

Paris’ way in their opening game of the 
Little Illini Conference Tournament, 
losing to higher seeded Olney 52-37 
on Saturday, Jan. 25. 

Thanks to some hot shooting from 
behind the arc from Mason Hutchings, 
Paris stayed in the game in the first 
half, but struggled as Olney went on a 
run to cruise to their finish. 

“I have to do a better job of keep-
ing our guys locked in after halftime,” 
Coach Chase Brinkley said. 

“We have not been a very good sec-
ond half team, and I think it has a lot 
to do with our focus and communi-
cation,” Brinkley said. “We have to do 
a better job of communicating on the 
court. When everyone is talking and 
there is togetherness, the focus and en-
ergy gets stronger.”  

The Paris offense struggled initially 
in the first quarter, using long posses-
sions and getting open looks while fail-
ing to make shots. Olney slowly built 
their lead to 8-4, but an offensive re-
bound from Conor Breneman and free 
throws from Hutchings kept it close 
after one with Paris down 9-8. 

The action amped up in the second 
quarter as Olney increased their lead 
with free throws and some fast break 
opportunities. With Olney using their 
length to alter some shots in the paint, 
Paris went to the outside, getting two 
threes from the same spot at the top 
of the key from Mason Hutchings, fol-
lowed by an offensive rebound to cut 
it to 21-18 with 2:20 left. Hutchings 
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League 
action 
continues
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

Basketball in the Paris 
City League action contin-
ues to stay hot.

 
BEARS 29 HAWKS 20

The game opened up 
in back-and-forth fashion 
as the Hawks jumped out 
to an 8-4 lead. The Hawks 
continued their run as they 
took a 16-12 lead at half.

Both teams were strong 
defensively in the third 
quarter, with both teams 
scoring just two points 
each in the period. The 
Bears exploded offensive-
ly in the fourth quarter, 
scoring 15 points while 
limiting the Hawks to two 
points, eventually leading 
to a 29-20 victory. 

Parker Sanders and Na-
than Fonner led the Bears 
with eight points each. 
Conner Little scored six 
points. Gabriel Roush add-
ed three points while Chris 
Gann and Carter Breeding 
each had two points.

The Hawks were led by 
Alivyah Lankster with five 
points. Brody Bishop and 
Lincoln Livesay each had 
four points. Madox Hutch-
ings and Paisley Reed each 
had a bucket and a free 
throw. Andre Calhoun 
rounded up the scoring 
with a free throw.

CARDINALS 31, LIONS 21
The Cardinals estab-

lished themselves from the 
start of the game, taking 
a 12-1 lead after the first 
quarter. 

The Lions bounced back 
in the second quarter with 
a pair of baskets while shut-
ting out the Cardinals.

In thr second half, the 
Cardinals reasserted them-
selves with a 13-6 run 
across the third quarter. 
Despite a strong fourth 
quarter — in which the 
Lions scored 10 points — 
the Cardinal lead was too 
much to overcome as the 
Lions fell 31-21. 

The Cardinals were led 
by Carter Eastham with 
12 points. Carter Crippes 
scored 11 points. Dylan 
Lucas added four points, 
Kolton Ingram scored 
three points and Gage 
White had one point. 

Drew Kirby was top 
scorer for the Lions with 
six points. Brody Quinn 
sunk a couple of baskets 
and hit a free throw for 
five points. Jarrel Hallorn 
made a pair of baskets. Lily 
Wyrick, Bryar Shipley, and 
Allison Wyrick each had a 
bucket.

PANTHERS 28, COLTS 17
The Colts struggled of-

fensively through the first 
quarter of play as they fell 
behind 11-6 to the Pan-
thers. A 7-2 run for the 
Panthers extended their 
lead to 18-8 at halftime.

The Colts managed to 
string several baskets to-
gether in the third quarter 
with eight points while the 
Panthers scored just four 
points. The Panthers held 
off the Colts in the fourth 
quarter en route to a 28-17 
win. 

Kipton Bradford and 
Dawson Rogers led the 
Panthers with six points 
each. Karic Mason add-
ed five points and Nathan 
Delashmit had four points. 

See CITY LEAGUE, Page 10A

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548
terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

Lady Tigers now 28-0
Paris takes LIC regular season crown and remains number one in AP’s Class 2A poll
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
& DAN DUNDAS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

FLORA — Thursday night 
not only marked the final time 
this season the Paris Lady Ti-
gers would hit the road for a 
Little Illini Conference game, 
it also marked the fourth time 
this season undefeated, Class 
2A number one ranked team 
would win some hardware.

Paris Coach Dave Tin-
gley hopes his squad is only 
halfway finished picking up 
plaques this season. It’s no 
secret this team has designs 
on moving well into the post 
season.

The Lady Tigers thumped 
the Flora Wolfgals Thursday, 
Jan. 30, 63-23 to move to 28-0 
on the season and 7-0 in the 
LIC. Just a home matchup 
against Arthur-Okaw Valley 
Christian on Tuesday and 
Lawrenceville Thursday, Feb. 
6, stands in the way of a per-
fect mark. The school record 
for wins in a season is 29 and 
that mark could fall on the 
same night.

Paris arrived in Flora fol-
lowing an eventful bus trip 
that shook up a few of the 

players and the coaches. 
If not for the alert driving 

by former Paris High School 

football coach and athletic 
director Phil Ludington who 
was driving the bus, things 

could have turned out differ-
ently. 

As has been the case all sea-
son, the Lady Tigers shook off 
the adversity and took care of 
business on the court. 

Paris jumped out to an ear-
ly 10-0 lead and led at the first 
stop 14-4. Another 8-0 run in 
the second quarter helped the 
Tigers build a 31-6 avantage 
at the half.

During the last few weeks, 
the starters for the Lady Ti-
gers have become accustomed 
to playing the first few min-
utes of the third period before 
giving way to the reserves in 
the final quarter. This has been 
beneficial in a couple of dif-
ferent ways. Not only does it 
give the starters a break, it has 
allowed them to stay healthy 
and fresh for what will be the 
most important three weeks 
of the season. The younger 
players are gaining valuable 
experience towards next sea-
son and beyond.

Paris outscored the Wolf-
gals in the third quarter 23-7 

Cara Kraemer/For The Prairie Press

Regular season Little Illini Conference chamapions are the undefeated Paris Lady Tigers, who are 
ranked number on in the Associated Press Class 2A poll. The team, pictured before Thursday’s win 
over Flora. The Lady Tigers return home for two games next week including Senior Night Thursday 
against Lawrenceville.

See PARIS, Page 10A

Tigers fall in LIC tourney

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger Coy Landrum goes after a loose ball in Wednesday Little Illini Con-
ference consolation matchup against the Newton Eagles. Paris fell to the Eagles 
52-37 at Paris High School.

See TIGERS, Page 10A

TCT girls
pick up 
#1 seed
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

The road to Redbird 
Arena and this year’s IHSA 
Class 1A State Finals now 
has a tournament bracket.  

The IHSA announced 
pairings for this year tour-
ney Friday afternoon.  

The Tri-County Titans 
will begin their quest for 
a return trip to Normal 
after finishing fourth a 
year ago as the top seed 
in Sub Sectional A of the 
Casey-Westfield Sectional 
complex and will make the 
trip to Neoga to play in the 
Neoga Regional.

The Titans will play in 
the first semifinal at 6 p.m.  
Tuesday, Feb. 11, at gainst 
the winner of the opening 
round contest that will be 
played on Monday, Feb. 10 
featuring the number 10 
seed Casey-Westfield Lady 
Warriors and the number 
eight seeded Martinsville 
Lady Blue Streaks.

The other semifinal 
game will feature the num-
ber six seeded Windsor/
Stewardson- Strasburg 
Hatchets facing the num-
ber four seeded and host 
Neoga Indians at 7:30 p.m. 
Feb.11.  The champion-
ship game is set for 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Febr. 13 in Neo-
ga with the winner advanc-
ing to the Casey-Westfield 
Sectional starting on Mon-
day, February 17.

The Class 1A State Fi-
nals are scheduled for Feb-
ruary 28-29 in Normal at 
Redbird Arena at Illinois 
State University.

TCT PICKS UP 11TH, 12TH 
STRAIGHT VICTORIES

The Tri-County girls’ 
basketball team tallied its 
11th and 12th consecutive 
wins this week, most re-
cently beating Arthur-Lov-
ing ton/At wood-Ham-
mond 47-37. Tri-County 
has not lost a contest since 
December 28th when it 
fell in a tournament game 
against Paris. 

See TCT, Page 10A
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PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

to implement the running 
clock once again in the 
fourth quarter.

Karrington Krabel led 
the way offensively for the 
Lady Tigers with 22 points 
and five rebounds. Madys-
on Rigdon was hot from 
behind the arc and finished 
with 14 points while Sarah 
Isaf added 13. Trinity Tin-
gley had her most complete 
game of the season with 
four points, four assists 
and four steals off of the 
bench. Jenna Gates added 
three points and five assists 
as the quarterback of the 
squad. Kadie Noel, Kend-
ra Cartright, and Kendra 
Young each finished with 
two points, and Katelyn 
Littleton added one point 
and four steals.

Paris earned the top seed 
in sub-sectional B and will 
play their regional games 
at Sullivan High School be-
ginning the week of Febru-
ary 10th. 

PARIS 66, ROBINSON 23
The Paris Lady Tiger 

Monday night, Jan. 27, 
game may have been the 
last one in Ernie Eveland 
gym for the seniors  — and 
they did not disappoint, 
using their blistering fast-
break offense propelled by 
their pressure-defense to 
send the visiting Robinson 
Maroons home by the score 
of 66-23. 

In the first quarter, the 
Lady Tigers eased their way 
into the game and missed 
several chances both on the 
break and in half court. 

Paris unloaded on the 
Lady Maroons in the sec-
ond quarter and continued 
their breakneck pace into 
the third before the bench 
finished off the game. 

After some three-point-
ers from Isaf to start the of-
fense in the first, the Lady 
Tigers launched into hyper-
drive in the second quarter. 
At one point Paris forced 
four straight turnovers, 
equating to eight points in 
the opening minute, while 
allowing the Lady Maroons 
to cross half court once in 
the segment. 

Almost every starter got 
in on the fast break action, 
with Robinson getting 
some baskets late in the 
quarter. Paris quickly built 
up its lead while playing the 
aggressive defense Coach 
Dave Tingley looked to 
maintain. 

“I wasn’t thrilled with the 
first quarter defensively, so 
we put the press on in the 
second half, and that got us 
refocused and at times on 
the floor to generate our 

Cara Kraemer/For The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Sarah Isaf was honored prior to Monday’s con-
test against Robinson at Eveland Gym for netting 1,500 points 
during her basketball career at PHS. She attained that goal 
even though she sat out her junior season with a knee injury. 
Presenting the plaque is PHS Coach Dave Tingley.

Cara Kraemer/For The Prairie Press

Lady Tiger senior Jenna Gates was honored prior to Monday’s 
contest against Robinson at Eveland Gym for dishing out 500 
career assists during her basketball career at PHS. Presenting 
the plaque is PHS Coach Dave Tingley.

fast breaks. We have been 
trying that press out on oc-
casion so we can really get 
to when we need it,” Tin-
gley observed.

Paris did that very thing, 
going into the half up 40-8 
before extending it to 55-
15 with 3:13 left in the 
third quarter and pulling 
the starting lineup. 

Buoyed by the only soph-
omore in Kate Littleton, 
the four freshmen players of 
Young, Tingley, Coombes 
and Hawkins kept up the 
same intensity, intent and 
active hands displayed by 
the starters. 

Seniors of Kendra Cart-
wright and Chloe Noel 
subbed in and Noel earned 
an uproar from the bench 
when she scored on her 

own steal and layup. 
“The girls know where to 

be by now and it just works, 
and even though we prac-
tice it, it’s so second nature 
to them by now,” Tingley 
explained. “We’ve built 
such a trust factor with 
them, knowing that they’ll 
do what’s asked, and at the 
same time developing rela-
tionships and encouraging 
them, it’s my favorite thing 
about coaching.”

Some statistical numbers 
for Paris were 15 points 
from Isaf, 11 points from 
Krabel and 8 points from 
Jenna Gates. 

The six assists by Gates 
in the game put her over 
500 for her career, as she is 
now the all-time leader in 
assists in school history. 

Storm Miller had a bucket and 
a free throw. Luke Stuck and 
Sean Dunn each had a bucket.

Dylan Flores led the Colts 
with seven points. Owen 
Jones added four points and 
Braylen Mills, Cam Yantis and 
Skyler Sweet had two points.

TIGERS 31, EAGLES 24
The Tigers got off to a 

strong start in the first quarter 
behind a 12-4 run. 

The lead was not enough as 
the Eagles exploded into the 
second period, outscoring the 
Tigers 16-5. 

The Eagles held just a one-
point advantage heading into 
the fourth quarter, eventually 
ceding the contest 31-24 to 
the Tigers. 

Brayden Rogers was on fire 
for the Tigers as he ended the 
game with 10 points.  Macy 

CITY LEAGUE
FROM PAGE 9A

Bicknell scored eight 
points and Caison Whita-
ker with six points. Levi 
Bartley had three points 
while Garret Rigdon and 
Randi Rollings each had 
two points.

Hunter Quinn had a 
couple of buckets and free 
throws and led the Eagles 
with his six points. Car-
son Throneburg, Holden 
Henderson, and Sadie Sal-
lee each had four points. 
Lane Tessman, Landon 
Gerberding, and Wyatt 
Quick each had a basket.

Play will resume Sat-
urday at Eveland Gym 
due to the Super Bowl on 
Sunday. Please note the 
change in day.

drained his third three at 
the same spot, while Olney 
was unable to take advan-
tage of the lack of produc-
tive possessions from Paris. 

Paris was down 25-22 
to start the second half and 
several more baskets from 
Breneman and Hutchings 
kept the game close. 

Olney was able to race 
out to a solid lead towards 
the end of the third quarter, 
getting back to back three 
point foul plays to go up 
37-26. The crowd could feel 
the momentum shift for the 
neutral court visitors. 

Olney took advantage 
of a stagnant Paris offense. 
The visiting Tigers finished 
off their 9-0 run with a fast 
break baseball pass, with 
Hutchings ending the 
five plus minute scoring 
drought with some free 
throws to stay within 10. 
Olney’s Chase Travis con-
tinued to make big shots — 
and did most of his damage 
in the third — scoring 9 of 
Olney’s 22 points.  

Paris meanwhile contin-
ued to rely on Hutchings, 
who ended up with a game 
high 23. Sullivan’s 10 and 
Breneman’s two baskets 
made them the only Tigers to 
make the scorebook. Hutch-
ings tried to keep the Tigers 
in the game with his fourth 
three, but the Tiger offense 
stagnated, and Olney was 
able to increase their lead in 
the half court, and keep the 
Tiger deficit over 10. 

Defensively the numbers 
look the same, but Brinkley 
lamented the struggles in 
the second half. 

“In the first half, our 
defense is right in front of 
our bench, so that they can 
hear the voice of our staff,” 
he said. “In the second half, 
they are on the other end, 
and it makes it more diffi-
cult to hear my voice.” 

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

TCT
FROM PAGE 9A

The Lady Titans were un-
able to acquire a substantial 
lead in the first half of the 
contest as Tayler Barry was re-
stricted due to early foul trou-
ble, entering halftime down 
21-20. Tri-County entered the 
third quarter with a revamped 
defensive unit, holding ALAH 
to five points in the third 
quarter while the Lady Titans 
scored 15 points for a 35-26 
lead. 

Tri-County continued 
to haunt the Knights in the 
fourth quarter, eventually 
winning the game 47-37. 

Bella Dudley led all scorers 
with 21 points, five steals and 
three assists. Barry finished 
with seven points while Melia 
Eskew had six. Kaylin Wil-
liams added seven rebounds 
in the win.

Before the team’s victory 
over ALAH, Tri-County beat 

Argenta-Oreana 80-34. The 
Lady Titans took over from 
the opening tip, establishing a 
28-6 lead after the first quarter. 
The team never let off the gas, 
eventually securing the victo-
ry behind strong performanc-
es across the roster. 

Four Titan players reached 
double figures as Tayler Barry 
led the way with 22 points and 
three steals while Melia Eskew 
added 16 points, five assists 
and two steals. Bella Dudley 
finished with 15 points, four 
assists, three steals and three 
rebounds while Kaylin Wil-
liams had 10 points and four 
rebounds. 

Tri-County was 29-67 over-
all and 14-17 from the free-
throw line.  

The Titans (22-5, 7-0 LPC) 
will host Senior Night in 
Hume on Monday against the 
Okaw Valley Timberwolves in 
a Lincoln Prairie Conference 
contest.  Tip off is set for 6 
p.m. at Shiloh High School. 

McCain’s 40 points lifts 
TCT to PCL tourney win
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

ARCOLA — It has been a 
wild ride for the Tri-County 
Titans in the inaugural Lin-
coln Prairie Conference Boys 
Basketball Tournament this 
season.

The number seven seeded 
Titans started off tournament 
play last Friday with a first 
round win in Hume against 
the Blue Ridge Knights, but 
then lost a quarterfinal contest 
last Saturday in Arcola to the 
ALAH Knights to be relegat-
ed to the consolation bracket.  

With the possibility of having 
to win three games just to get 
fifth place, Tri-County started 
that journey Tuesday night 
with a convincing 75-58 win 
over the Sangamon Valley 
Storm on the strength of a 30 
point performance by Mitch 
Pollock and a 23-point push 
from Cole McClain to stay 
alive.  

McCain scored 40 points 
as TCT defeated Cerro Gor-
do 69-43.  The Titans play in 
the fifth place game against at 
4 p.m. today at Arcola High 
School. 
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2008 Cadillac DTS 
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2017 Toyota Camry 
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$16,994

 2011 Ford F-150 Lariat 
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2011 Dodge Durango 
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GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!
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MIAMI (AP) — After more 
than 4,000 plays, 1,000 points 
and 125 touchdowns between 
them, there are countless num-
bers that tell the story of how 
the San Francisco 49ers and 
Kansas City Chiefs made it to 
the Super Bowl.

The Chiefs have relied on a 
big-play passing game led by 
Patrick Mahomes, while the 
Niners have had plenty of suc-
cess on the defensive side.

Here’s a look at some key 
numbers for both teams that 
could help determine which 
team wins the game. (All stats 
courtesy of SportRadar unless 
otherwise specified):

64.6. The Chiefs passed the 
ball on 64.6% of first and sec-
ond-down plays in the first 28 
minutes of games this season, 
situations when the time and 
score have the least impact 
on play-calling. That’s the sec-
ond highest rate in the NFL 
over the past 20 seasons to the 
66.6% for the Steelers in 2018.

74.8. The 49ers have run the 
ball on 74.8% of plays so far this 
postseason, the second highest 
rate in the Super Bowl era to 
the 82.3% for the Miami Dol-
phins on the way to winning 
the title in the 1973 season.

6.65. The Niners led the NFL 
this season in first-down produc-
tion, averaging 6.65 yards per 
play. That’s a staple of coach Kyle 
Shanahan’s offenses. The best 
performing first-down team in 
the past 20 seasons was the 2016 
Falcons, who averaged 7.58 
yards per play with Shanahan as 
offensive coordinator. Five of the 
top 24 teams in the past 20 years 
were coached by Shanahan.

4. The Chiefs have rallied to 
win four games they trailed by 
at least 10 points this season, 
including twice in the playoffs. 

They are the second team in 
that past 25 seasons win multi-
ple games in a postseason when 
trailing by double digits, joining 
the 2014 Patriots, who did it 
vs. Baltimore and Seattle. San 
Francisco was tied for the sec-
ond-most double-digit come-
backs this season with three.

32. No team threw the ball 
deep fewer times this season 
than the 49ers. Their 32 pass 
attempts at least 20 yards 
downfield were the second 
fewest in the NFL in the past 
13 seasons. They were success-
ful when they did throw deep 
with the 106.8 rating on deep 
throws ranking second in the 
NFL to Kansas City’s 122.6.

37. The Chiefs ranked sec-
ond in the NFL this season 
with 37 pass completions on 
throws that traveled at least 
20 yards downfield. But no 
team was stingier against deep 
passes than the Niners, who 
allowed only eight all regular 
season. That’s the fewest in the 
NFL over the past 14 seasons.

44. Kansas City hasn’t lost a 
game by more than eight points 
in its last 44 contests, including 
the postseason. The only teams 
to have longer streaks are Seat-
tle (46 from 2011-14), Green 
Bay (45 from 2009-12) and 
New England (45 from 2010-
13). The last time the Chiefs 
lost by more than eight came 
in a 28-17 defeat to Dallas on 
Nov. 5, 2017, with Alex Smith 
at QB. Garoppolo has lost by 
more than eight just once in 28 
career starts, a 38-27 defeat at 
Kansas City last season.

22. San Francisco and Kan-
sas City were tied for the NFL 
lead with 22 sacks on third 
down this season. Mahomes 
has the second-lowest third-
down sack rate.

How Chiefs, 49ers match up
BY BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

It has been a while since a 
Super Bowl has appeared to 
be such a toss-up. This one be-
tween the NFC champion San 
Francisco 49ers and the AFC 
champ Kansas City Chiefs is a 
difficult game to judge.

The 49ers (15-3) have gone 
from the No. 2 pick in the 
draft last April to the verge of 
another championship. The 
Chiefs (14-4) were in the 
AFC title contest last year and 
fell in overtime. 

In 2019, both teams were 
dynamic and won a bunch of 
big games. Now they meet in 
the biggest one.

Here’s how the Chiefs and 
49ers match up in the Super 
Bowl:

WHEN THE CHIEFS HAVE THE BALL
It’s not difficult to figure 

out how the Chiefs will ap-
proach any game. QB Pat-
rick Mahomes (15) will test 
defenses with his arm and 
skill for reading schemes. He 
has game-breakers in WRs 
Tyreek Hill (10) and Sammy 
Watkins (14), which means 
single coverage on either is a 
gamble. TE Travis Kelce (87) 
is a first-down machine and a 
clutch performer all around.

Damien Williams (26) 
keys the backfield and comes 
off two exceptional postsea-
son showings, even though 
Mahomes has often been the 
leading rusher by creating the 
way he did in the AFC cham-
pionship game with a brilliant 
tap dance down the sideline 
for a go-ahead score. 

That puts a huge onus on 
the Niners to get an effective 
pass rush, something they 
have done virtually every 
week. They will harass Ma-
homes with a front seven led 
by rookie Nick Bosa (97), 
a force on the outside. DT 
DeForest Buckner (99) has 
had a strong impact, and LBs 
Fred Warner (54) and Kwon 
Alexander (56), who is final-
ly healthy, are formidable. 
Having edge rusher Dee Ford 
(55), who was a Chief last 
season, bolsters the unit.

They will challenge a good 
Kansas City offensive line 
anchored by RT Mitchell 
Schwartz (71) and LT Eric 
Fisher (72). But if the O-line 
holds true, San Francisco 
could struggle in coverage 
against the speedy Chiefs 
wideouts. CB Richard Sher-

man (25) remains outstand-
ing, even if the rest of the sec-
ondary isn’t at his level.

WHEN THE 49ERS HAVE THE BALL 
After seeing the star turn 

by RB Raheem Mostert (31) 
against Green Bay, the Chiefs 
must be wary of what usually 
is a three-pronged rushing 
attack. Tevin Coleman (26), 
if healthy, and Matt Breida 
(22) give QB Jimmy Garop-
polo options in the backfield, 
although Mostert is certain to 
be the main man. They oper-
ate behind a veteran line led 
by LT Joe Staley (74) and 
second-year RT Mike Mc-
Glinchey, and Kyle Juszczyk 
(44) is the NFL’s top fullback 
— as a blocker and receiver.

If the Niners run the ball 
effectively, it could open some 
wide spaces for All-Pro TE 
George Kittle (85), the most 
dynamic offensive player 
they have. Kittle is a differ-
ence-maker who will force the 
Chiefs to use double coverage 
at times. S Tyrann Mathieu 
(32) will see a lot of Kittle, 
and S Daniel Sorensen (49), 
who has had a monstrous 
playoffs, will be in the mix. 

Covering WRs Emman-
uel Sanders (17), Kendrick 
Bourne (84) and emerging 
rookie Deebo Samuel (19), 
who is fearless going over the 
middle, is another chore the 
Chiefs must handle well. That 
will require big-time contribu-
tions up front from Chris Jones 
(92) and Frank Clark (55) and 
LBs Anthony Hitchens (53) 

and Damien Wilson (54).

SPECIAL TEAMS
Kansas City has a danger-

ous kick returner in Mecole 
Hardman (19), one of the 
NFL’s fastest players. The 
rookie does get antsy to return 
the ball, though, and that can 
lead to bad decisions. Har-
rison Butker (7) is a reliable 
placekicker with good range. 
He did miss three extra points, 
one fewer than his misses on 
field goals. Veteran punter 
Dustin Colquitt (2) had a kick 
blocked by the Texans for a 
TD, but he’s generally reliable. 

So is San Francisco PK 
Robbie Gould (9), in his 
15th pro season. He kicked 
in a Super Bowl for the Bears 
in 2007, so this stage won’t 
unnerve him. Punter Mitch 
Wishnowsky is a mere pup 
in comparison, finishing off 
his first NFL season. Richie 
James ranked fifth in overall 
kick and punt returns for the 
49ers, but isn’t a game breaker 
like Kansas City has available.

COACHING
Kyle Shanahan, in his third 

year at the helm, took the 
49ers from choosing second 
in the 2019 draft (Bosa was 
the prize) to their seventh 
Super Bowl. His versatile of-
fense has been solid, and the 
defense under coordinator 
Robert Saleh has looked im-
movable at times. The front 
line is superb, and Saleh, like 
Shanahan, stays aggressive all 
game. That showed particu-

larly in the past two weeks.
Andy Reid lost in the Su-

per Bowl with Philadelphia in 
2005, and he has a better team 
now. He has been masterful in 
his handling of Mahomes and 
the schemes that make KC’s 
offense as dangerous as any. 
He was wise enough to bring 
in an aggressive defensive co-

ordinator after last year’s de-
bacle on that side of the ball 
cost the Chiefs a shot at the 
NFL title. It took a while be-
fore Steve Spagnuolo’s system 
took hold, but it has looked 
strong in the second half of 
both playoff games. Kansas 
City must beware of falling 
behind again, though.

INTANGIBLES
Reid seeks his first Super 

Bowl title as a head coach, 
which could be the catalyst 
to eventual Hall of Fame se-
lection. The Chiefs haven’t 
won it all in 50 years, and this 
is the best team they’ve had 
in that span. They are more 
balanced than in past years, 
have a nice mixture of youth 
and experience and plenty of 
confidence.

Shanahan has something to 
prove after the super debacle of 
the second half of the big game 
against New England when he 
was the Falcons’ offensive co-
ordinator in the 2016 season. 
San Francisco seeks its sixth 
overall crown in the Super 
Bowl era, which would tie for 
the most. And after romping 
over Minnesota and Green 
Bay, there is no shortage of 
confidence with the Niners.

Special to The Prairie Press

49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (10) sprints out looking for a receiver in the NFC champi-
onship game against the Green Bay Packers. The Eastern Illinois University standout has been a 
difference maker for the 49ers — who picked second in last year’s NFL draft.

REUSE
the newsKey numbers for 

the Super Bowl
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Congratulations
LADY TIGERS!

Paris   101 S. Central Ave. | 465-6381

firstmid.com

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894J-A

edwardjones.com

Gregg A Whitkanack, CFP®, CLU®, 
AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

119 East Washington St 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-465-5484

One Planet Solar

 Best of luck in the  Best of luck in the postseason, postseason, 
and wherever life may take you!and wherever life may take you!

- Ryan, Cara, and EB- Ryan, Cara, and EB
Its been a 
Its been a 

fun ride!!fun ride!!

Karrington  #23Karrington  #23,,
Always believe deep in your heart that you are capable of 

achieving anything you put your mind to that you will never 
lose - you either win or learn. Just go forth and aim for the 

skies, there are no limits to what you can do!!

Love,
Mom & Dad, Bryce & Lacey

Enjoy the rest of your senior season!
It has been an awesome ride!

Great Job Lady TigersGreat Job Lady Tigers

226 W. Court St.
217-465-8588 Coming Soon!

Congratulations Congratulations 
on on your season!your season!

The Paris 
Fire Department

Great Job on a Great Job on a 
successful season!successful season!

2019  NAL Tournament Title (2016)
2019 Charleston Holiday Tournament Title

2020  Little Illini Conference Tournament Title (2018, 2019)
2019-20 Little Illini Conference Regular season Title (2016-17, 2018-19)

Congratulations Ladies!Congratulations Ladies!

101 wins and counting...

Keep the Train Keep the Train 
Rolling Rolling 

Lady Tigers!  Lady Tigers!  
Gates FamilyGates Family

City of Paris,City of Paris,
Mayor Craig Smith, City Council & StaffMayor Craig Smith, City Council & Staff

Great JobGreat Job
We are proud of you!We are proud of you!

CongratulationsCongratulations
Lady Tigers!Lady Tigers!

Keep fighting for those WINS!

Noel/Madden Family

CongratulationsCongratulations
Lady Tigers!Lady Tigers!

Paris V.F.W. Post 3601

Congratulations Congratulations 

Best Best 
of

LuckLuck

Matt, Danette, & Kailey Young

to the 

Lady
Tigers

Congratulations 
Congratulations 

Kendra #21
Kendra #21

Joe & Sheila Keys

 Kelsie #25
 Keep working 
 HARD!

Love, Mom, Dad, Kody & Granny

Play Hard, Study Harder
The Isafs

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

Congratulations Congratulations 
on a winning on a winning 

seasonseason

Its been a Great Year,
            Lady Tigers!
KEEP ROARING!

Steve & Lynn Young

28-0 #1 State Ranked

A&R Service and Supply

217-251-8354     Sam Roberts

Good Luck
Lady Tigers!

“Success comes from knowing that you did 
your best to become the best that you are 

capable of becoming.” – John Wooden
Keep bringing your BEST Paris Tigers!

Jason, Avoree, Colten, Conner, 
Carter & Cross Gore

Great Season,Great Season,
Jenna!Jenna!

Mom, Dirk & FamilyMom, Dirk & Family

104 W Court St, 
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 463-2500       

Congratulations!Congratulations!

We are We are 

proudproud

of you!of you!

CongratulationsCongratulations
Lady Tigers!Lady Tigers!

Brenda & Donnie Wright

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

Keep up
 the winning

 streak

CongratulationsCongratulations
Lady Tigers!Lady Tigers!

             Soleil Body Salon
500 West Jasper St., Suite A  • Paris

We’re #1 - Class 2A, LIC Tourney, LIC Season 
UNDEFEATED     AND NOT UNDEFEATED     AND NOT DONE!DONE!

Let’s pack the place on SENIOR NIGHT - 
Thursday to honor the Lady Tigers (JV 6 p.m. & Varsity to follow)
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SUPER BOWL SUNDAY WORKS UP AN APPETITE

Getty Images

Chili is a hearty, spicy and quintessential Super Bowl snack that can be customized any number of ways.

FAMILY FEATURES

When game day arrives and the 
crowd is ready to crank up the heat, 
turning to appetizers and dishes that 
feed the whole group can help save the 
season. One can defend against overly 
complicated recipes with long cook 
times by instead opting for finger foods 
and handheld snacks that allow for 
more pregame prep and less cleanup 
after the final whistle. 

For example, setting up a chili bar al-
lows for convenient eating throughout 
the game as it’s easy to keep warm for 
hours. To give guests a variety of flavors 
to choose from, these recipes for ba-
con-wrapped potatoes and ribs glazed 
with a sweet-hot sauce involve short 
ingredients lists and simple preparation 
to keep one out of the kitchen and into 
the game. 

To find more recipe inspiration for 
game day, visit Culinary.net.

A PERFECT PREGAME WARMUP
As one of the ultimate comfort 

foods, chili is an ideal watch-party 
snack: easy to prepare, stays warm in 
a slow cooker and can be personalized 
by guests with a wide variety of top-
pings. Consider adorning bowls with a 
combination of these add-ons:

•Shredded cheese
•Sour cream
•Ketchup
•Hot sauce
•Jalapenos
•Green onions
•Chives
•Olives
•Diced avocado

Go long on Game Day
Ready-for-action recipes to 
fuel hungry football fans

Every month is good for 
checking out the planets and 
stars, but February 2020 will 
be outstanding. Ground Hog 
Day officially shifts to the 
late winter season and classic 
winter constellations. Stars re-
peat during the same month 
every year, but planets change 
positions relative to Earth in 
their orbits. 

This week marks another 
sad loss as NASA shuts down 
the Spitzer Infrared Space 
Telescope. It has been respon-
sible for some of our greatest 
discoveries highlighting the 
makeup of the universe. 
Spitzer is a cousin to the bet-
ter-known Hubble Telescope 
also collecting light from its 
position in space outside the 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

As light travels across the 
great distances of the expand-
ing universe, its wavelengths 
get longer and longer. The 
most distant objects reach 
us with their light stretched 
out into the infrared spec-
trum where it is invisible to 
our eyes, and sensed only as 
heat. The Spitzer system was 
cooled down to just 1 degree 
above absolute zero using 
liquid helium to make it the 
most sensitive heat detector 
ever designed. Launched in 
2003 with a six-year supply of 
helium its best observations 
came early. 

Scientists and engineers 
got another decade of use 
from Spitzer after the helium 
was exhausted by keeping it 
in shadows and relying on the 
deep cold of inner planetary 
space to maintain the neces-
sary operating temperatures. 

Spitzer provided our first 
images of the distant galaxies 
near the edge of the universe. 
It took pictures of the first 
planets ever seen orbiting 
other stars. Until then we 
only had indirect proof from 
orbital variations. 

It identified hundreds of 
planets around nearby stars 
that exist in the sweet zone of 
temperature, light and atmo-
sphere, which could possibly 
support life. Since infrared 
light penetrates through gas/
dust clouds Spitzer was able 
to see inside the nebula and 
collect details about newly 
forming stars cloaked from 
visible light. When NASA 
intentionally crashed a probe 
into a comet the burst of de-
bris was recorded by Spritzer 
to identify the material 
makeup of our earliest solar 
system. 

Fortunately when one 
scope closes down we have 
another one opening. There 
is no replacement for the IR 
Space Scope but the Inouye 
Solar Scope (DKIST) did 
come online. Located on 

a mountain in Maui, it’s 
named in honor of long time 
Hawaiian Senator Daniel K. 

Inouye who 
achieved 
national 
attention for 
his role in the 
Watergate in-
vestigations. 

DKIST is 
the world’s 
largest solar 
telescope 
designed 
to study 

the sun. The first image was 
recorded this month and it’s 
the most detailed solar image 
ever. The new scope has start-
ed a 22-year investigation 
of the sun to keep detailed 
records of magnetic field 
and solar output variations 
through two complete solar 
cycles. It will help us under-
stand the impact of changes 
in solar activity on climate.

 The winter skies offer 
a perfect background for 
observing every class of star. 
The most obvious difference 
is their color.  

Hertzsprung and Russell 
plotted stars by color, tem-
perature and total light out-
put to make the famous H-R 
Diagram. Most stars fall on 
a linear path from large-hot-
bright down to small-cool-
dim, which is called the main 

sequence. These stars are 
classified as O-B-A-F-G-K-M 
from brightest to dimmest. 
Our sun is a class G-2 yellow 
dwarf. Rigel the blue giant in 
Orion is classified as a B-8. 
Newly forming and dying 
stars are found off the main 
sequence graph line. Late 
winter showcases them all.

Go outside between 8 and 
10 p.m. on a clear February 
evening and look south for 
Orion. It is a slanted square 
with a three-star belt in 
the middle and four bright 
corner stars. Blue Rigel is 
on the lower right and the 
rapidly fading Betelgeuse is 
a still bright red giant on the 
upper left. 

Look up/overhead from 
Orion and bright Capella 
stands out. It is only 42 light 
years away and clearly yellow. 
Capella is 80 times brighter 
than our sun but has not yet 
entered the final stages of life 
and is still yellow. Next to 
Capella is the constellation 
Perseus containing the blink-
ing demon star Algol. It is red 
and clearly changes bright-
ness from night to night. It is 
really two stars orbiting each 
other. Some nights the bright 
one’s in front and the next the 
dim one is.

Return to Orion and look 
west (right) to see Taurus 
with a distinctive upright V 

pattern of stars making his 
face. To the left at the upper 
side of the V is Aldebaran the 
blazing orange eye of the bull. 
It is a K-5 orange giant star 
still only 65 light years away 
and shining brightly in the 
southwest sky. Late winter 
skies always provide a color 
wheel of predictable star 
patterns.

The February planets will 
also be putting on a show this 
year. The evening planets are 
Venus and Mercury. Just after 
sunset look west. No one 
can miss the brilliant Venus. 
It is the brightest planet and 
number 3 only behind the 
sun and the moon in bright-
ness. Mercury’s a bit of a 
challenge always being close 
to the sunset glare. It will be 
beneath Venus in the early 
dusk for maybe 40 minutes 
after sunset.

February’s morning stars 
are Mars, Jupiter and Saturn 
this year. Mars and Jupiter 
are the brilliant reddish 
and white objects about 90 
minutes ahead of the sun. 
Saturn will run behind and 
come up less than an hour 
before the sun. To find it, 
make a line going from Mars 
through Jupiter toward the 
horizon. Binoculars always 
help, but can be dangerous 
after sunrise. 

On Feb. 4, a large gibbous 

moon will be seen in the 
south and centered in the 
great winter circle of colorful 
constellations. The moon 
starts the month just past 
quarter and builds to a full 
winter snow moon on Feb. 9. 
The Cherokees called it the 
Bone Moon because by late 
winter all they sometimes 
had to eat was bones saved 
to boil. It will be near perigee 
this year making it one of the 
giant super moons. 

Learn to enjoy the beauty 
of the Groundhog Week win-
ter sky. It repeats every year 
and this time is capped by a 
great full moon to appreciate. 

Borrowing from Edward 
Lear’s 1871 “Owl and the 
Pussycat” … 

“Pussy said to the Owl, 
‘You elegant fowl,

How charmingly sweet you 
sing!

Oh! let us be married;
too long we have tarried 
Hand in hand on the edge 

of the sand
They danced by the light of 

the moon.’”
(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-

tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

February 2020 sky will be an astronomer’s delight

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

PIGSKIN POTATOES

Ingredients
 1 bag (1 1/2 pounds) Dynamic Duo or 

Terrific Trio Little Potatoes
 6 ounces plain cream cheese at room 

temperature
 1/3 cup finely shredded orange cheddar 

cheese
 3 tablespoons finely chopped fresh 

chives
 1/8 teaspoon salt
 1/8 teaspoon pepper 

1 jalapeno, finely diced (optional)
 1 lbs. thinly sliced bacon, rashers cut in 

half

Heat oven to 400 F.
Boil potatoes until fork tender, approxi-

mately 15-20 minutes. Cut in half and allow 
to cool.

In bowl, use spatula to combine cream 
cheese, cheddar, chives, salt, pepper and 
jalapeno, if desired. 

Once chilled, spread cream cheese on 
half of cut potatoes and sandwich each 
with other halves. Wrap each potato using 
half rasher of bacon around cut middle to 
ensure cheese doesn’t escape. 

Bake on middle rack 10 minutes. Flip 
and bake 10 minutes. 

Turn oven to broil. Broil 2 minutes, 
turn once and broil 2 minutes until bacon 
reaches desired crispiness.

Tip: Boil potatoes 2 days ahead. Fill and 
wrap potatoes 1 day ahead then bake and 
serve on game day.

•Diced tomato
•Bacon bits
•Corn chips
•Crackers

SCORE BIG WITH LITTLE POTATOES 
Part of the fun of the Big Game is 

the food, and one can score big points 
by serving up crowd-pleasing sides and 
snacks. For a familiar spin on a foot-
ball-watching favorite, try these Pigskin 
Potatoes: a classic combination of little 
potatoes and melted cheese wrapped 
with bacon. 

There’s no fumbling around with this 
game day snack made with Creamer 
potatoes from The Little Potato Com-
pany. With no washing or peeling re-
quired, little potatoes cook in next to no 

time whether they are boiled, roasted 
or smashed. Be the MVP of the kitchen 
without missing a second of the action.

 Visit littlepotatoes.com/gameday 
for more game day recipe inspiration 
and to find a store. 

A SWEET-HEAT SNACK
Finger foods and watch parties go 

hand-in-hand, which is why these baby 
back ribs are ideal for grabbing a cou-
ple (or more) and heading to a favorite 
spot on the couch. Glazed with a mix-
ture of honey, chipotle peppers and 
mangoes for some sweet heat, they’re 
cooked low and slow for fall-off-the-
bone flavor. 

Just wrap the ribs and sauce in 
See SNACKS, Page 9B

It’s difficult to find a per-
son without one or more 
idiosyncrasies. That is, 

things that 
annoy, 
something 
that’s 
peculiar 
to that 
individual. 
Call it a 
pet peeve. 
Many of 
us share 
the same 
gripes.

Parking spaces, for 
example. We pull into one, 
only to feel squeezed when 
opening the car door. 
Striking someone’s vehicle 
with a swinging door 
leaves a red paint smear 
on another’s white finish. 
Small scratches or dents 
are just as common. Why 
does this happen?  

Well, some drivers use 
poor judgment and don’t 
park inside the painted 
parameters. Conversely, 
many drivers are careful 
to stay inside the stripes, 
but the property owners, 
in order to accommodate 
more customers, have 
narrowed their width. This 
guarantees more vehicle 
contact.

To complicate matters, 
Porsche or BMW owners 
will straddle lines to hog 
two parking spaces, creat-
ing elbowroom for their 
expensive autos. There 
was a time when pickup 
trucks were simple work 
trucks. Try pricing the big 
ones today with large tires, 
leather upholstery, 4WD 
and every fancy option 
available. These trucks 
join the ranks of expensive 
luxury, hogging parking 
room. 

Yet another gripe is 
the cheaters who help 
themselves illegally to 
parking spots reserved for 
the handicapped.  Makes 
me wish I were driving a 
tow truck.

Fast food restaurants can 
host a horrible traffic jam 
at times. There’s customer 
parking plus a long line of 
drive-through vehicles.

Intelligent traffic effi-
ciency has been planned, 
but some drivers lack 
common sense.  The left 
speaker line will have 16 
cars while the right one 
has seven. Meanwhile one 

Let’s clear 
the air 
on some 
gripes  

See CODGER, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

Recently, I’ve been 
reading a lot about things 
from the past: “What is a 
restaurant 
from your 
past you 
would 
like to see 
again;” 
“What is 
a business 
from your 
past you 
would 
like to see 
again;” 
“Why can’t we have a daily 
newspaper again?” Inter-
esting things from the past 
that have disappeared from 
the landscape of the world 
we live in today.  

I grew up in Paris and 
Edgar County in the 1950s 
and 1960s when Paris was 
a vibrant community that 
was full of chain depart-
ment stores and local 
brands we all loved so well.  
In the 1950s, television was 
still new so people got out 
of the house and visited 
their neighbors.  

I can remember sitting 
in the front yard of my 
grandparents’ home in 
Redmon on a blanket with 
Mike while the adults sat 
in those fantastic old metal 
lawn chairs and visited. It 
was always great when my 
grandfather’s brother and 
sister made that long trip 
down from Watseka and 
we all sat in the yard on 
Sunday after dinner and 
enjoyed life.  

My grandpa Butler 
threw some pennies into 
the grass and Mike and 
I ran around looking for 
them. If we found them, we 
went down to Gifford’s or 
Jump’s and got some penny 
candy on Monday, because 
everything was closed on 
Sunday back then. We nev-
er found them all, but we 
were able to find enough to 
keep us in sweet treats for 
the week.

A trip to Paris was an 
ordeal back then. That 
10-mile trip seemed to take 
forever for a young boy. 
Trips to town always in-
cluded a stop at Shepard’s 
Bakery for a sugar cookie, 
then a walk on the famous 
courthouse wall everyone 
my age remembers.  It 
seemed so high as a child, 
and I was so proud the 
day I made it all the way 
without holding my mom’s 
hand.  

Remember 
the past, 
but don’t 
live there

GARY
BUTLER
A SIMPLER 
TIME

See BUTLER, Page 2B
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Sweet as honey, incredibly juicy, fiery orange and shaped like a bell. Rare Hale Honeybells are 
available in limited quantities for one month only. You’ll receive 24 snack size Hale Honeybells. 
Our tangerine-grapefruit hybrid is hand clipped off the tree at its peak, hand packed, then rushed 
to you days off the tree in January. Treat yourself or give as gifts. Pre-order now to reserve your 
share of this year’s crop with this introductory offer.

Call 1-844-546-5214 to Order Item 2693X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/A12834

Only $29.99 plus $5.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

*Plus $5.99 shipping and processing. Ships in one carton to one address. 
Limited time offer good while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer.

Buy 12 get 12 more pieces  FREE!FREE!

Since 1947.  
Hale Groves,  
Vero Beach, FL 32966

Hale Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!  

BUY 12 PIECES 
BUY 12 PIECES 

GET 12 MORE 
GET 12 MORE FREEFREE

IC: HMVW-J415

$29
Special limited

time offer!      

ONLY

99*

Valentine’s Pop Up Market:

$5 pre-packaged gifts available - 
Toffee, Brownies, Sea Salt Caramels 

and Peanut Clusters

If you can’t make the  Pop Up Market, 
call us for a pick up time. We can also ship!

     Feb. 8                            Feb. 13-14
   9 a.m. - 12 p.m.                10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

www.brooksescandyco.com
Follow us at facebook.com/brookes.candy. for updated information

241 Maple St, 
Dana, IN

765-665-3646

Red Heart Gift Boxes with assorted Handipped 
Belgian Chocolates 6 & 10 pc available with

 Turtles, Toffee, Caramels and Truffles.

Call ahead if you would like to customize a box or 
place an order with only your favorites!

ENJOY ENJOY 

FREE FREE 

SAMPLES!
SAMPLES!

Betty Jane’s Betty Jane’s 
    KitchenKitchen110 E. Madison • Paris 

217-921-3764

Thursday Evening Specials
4:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Feb 6th- Chicken & Noodles
Feb 13th- Homemade Lasagna & 

Cheese Stromboli
Feb 20th- Beef & Noodles

Feb 27th- Grilled Shrimp Teriyaki

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Fri 02/07:
Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
Re-opening

February 5th!

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Wed 02/05
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 02/06:
Sloppy Joe 
sandwich,

baked parmesan 
potato bites &
seasoned corn

SpecialsSpecials

$750BASE FEE

60,000 CASES

5 IllInoIS oFFICES

PlUS FIlInG FEE

SInGlE CH7

PAYMEnT PlAnS

ILLINOIS’ LARGEST BANKRUPTCY
ONLY LAW FIRM

We are a debt relief agency. We help
people file for bankruptcy relief under

the Bankruptcy Code.

WWW.BCYHELP.COM

OSTLING &
ASSOCIATES

FREE ConSUlTATIon

345-2525
Toll FREE 844-593-4203Lars Eric Ostling

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The annual Town & Coun-
try Amateur Art Exhibition/
Black Hawk Park Exhibition is 
coming to the Link Gallery in 
Paris Feb. 14-March 13.

Both exhibitions feature an 
adult division for those 18 and 
older, and a youth division, 10-
17. All visual art media is ac-
ceptable, including paintings, 
drawings, printmaking, crafts, 
sculpture, photography and 
mixed media.

Pieces entered for the Black 
Hawk Park Exhibition must 

depict something from the 
park. 

Organizers say all works 
entered will be exhibited with 
first, second and third place 
awards and honorable men-
tions given as determined by 
an outside judge. The awards 
will be announced during the 
opening reception 5-6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 14. All first place winners 
in the Town & Country Ama-
teur Art Exhibit are eligible to 
enter the state event in Septem-
ber.

This joint exhibit is for am-
ateur artists only and that des-

ignation is defined as someone 
who does art for a pastime, not 
a vocation; does not possess, 
or is working toward, a degree 
in fine arts, commercial art or 
photography; does not teach 
arts or crafts as a profession; 
and does not compete in pro-
fessional art exhibits.

Entries are being accepted 
at the Link Gallery 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Feb. 7; 9-11 a.m. Feb. 8; 
and 1-3 p.m. Feb. 9. All entries 
must be original and entered 
under the name of the artists. 
All two-dimensional pieces 
must have a secure wire on 

the back for hanging. Univer-
sal clips or sawtooth hangers 
are not acceptable and any art 
pieces with those type of hang-
ing devices will be rejected.

The Link Gallery charges 
a flat fee of $20 for members, 
$25 for non-members and $15 
for students to enter up to five 
pieces. Those rates apply for 
both the Town & Country Ex-
hibit and the Black Hawk Park 
Exhibit.

Entry forms and more infor-
mation can be found at www.
linkartgallery.org or by calling 
466-8130. 

Local art exhibit seeking entries

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The following titles were 
added to the Paris Public Li-
brary’s collection during Jan-
uary:

 
FICTION

The Country Guesthouse 
(large print) – Robyn Carr

Big Lies in a Small Town – 
Diane Chamberlain

The Night Fire – Michael 
Connelly

Westering Women – San-
dra Dallas

The Blaze – Chad Dundas
Collateral Damage – Ly-

nette Eason
House on Fire – Joseph 

Finder
Matchmaking Can Be Mur-

der – Amanda Flower
Shattered Justice – Susan 

Furlong
When You See Me – Lisa 

Gardner
Lost Hills – Lee Goldbert
A Longer Fall – Charlaine 

Harris 
Heart’s Ease – Sarah Har-

rison
Deep State – Chris Hauty
Hindsight – Iris Johansen
Frontier America (large 

print) – William W. John-
stone

The Vanishing (large print) 
– Jayne Ann Krentz

Long Bright River – Liz 
Moore

RECYCLING BINS DONATED

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

The PHS Advanced Placement Chemistry Class received a do-
nation of 10 collection boxes for plastic water and soft drink 
bottles for recycling. With the assistance of the high school 
maintenance department the boxes are placed throughout 
the high school building to receive the recycled bottles. The 
boxes were made possible by a donation from the Frost Fami-
ly account with the Edgar County Community Foundation, and 
assistance from Paris DI Supply, and the school lunch staff. 
They are located in the cafeteria, gymnasium and auditorium 
to reduce plastic waste for landfills. Pictured, from left, are 
Gladys Frost, Harry Frost, Drew Cearlock, PHS AP chemistry 
teacher Brett Block and Edgar County Community Foundation 
development director Warren Sperry.

New arrivals at library
All That’s Bright and Gone 

– Eliza Nellums
Lost – James Patterson
Almost Just Friends – Jill 

Shalvis
Shadow Rider: Apache 

Sundown (large print) – Jory 
Sherman

Moral Compass – Danielle 
Steel

The Other People – C. J. 
Tudor

Light Changes Everything 
– Nancy E. Turner

All the Ways We Said 
Goodbye – Beatriz Williams

Treason (large print) – Stu-
art Woods

NONFICTION
eBay for Dummies – Mar-

sha Collier
From Freezer to Cooker – 

Polly Conner
Smart Approach to Home 

Decorating – Creative Home-
owner

Celebrity Ghosts and No-
torious Hauntings – Marie D. 
Jones

The Only Grant-Writing 
Book You’ll Ever Need – El-
len Karsh

The Best GenderNeutral 
Baby Name Book – Melanie 
Mannarino

Artificial Intelligence: An 
Illustrated History – Clifford 
A. Pickover

Special Needs Trusts:-- 
Kevin Urbatsch

My mom told me she 
remembered coming to town 
to see the boys in the service 
strutting around town in their 
uniforms. She always said that 
with a gleam in her eye and 
that far away look as if she were 
remembering an even simpler 
time in life.  

All of the storefronts were 
full, and the theater was the 
place to see the latest creation 
from Hollywood. If not the 
theater, then out to Twin 
Lakes for a sock hop at the old 
dance hall that was located on 
the west side of the road after 
making the initial right turn 
to make the loop around the 
park.  

As I got older things started 
to change. I began deliver-
ing newspapers and my dad 
always took me out to the Y 
Café on the south end of town 
to get a hamburger and french 
fries after finishing the paper 
route. I don’t remember much 
about the Y Café, other than 
it made the best hamburger I 
ever ate in my life — and I’ve 
had some pretty darned good 
burgers in the last 55 years 
or so.

Anyway, like I said, things 
started to change in the ’60s. 
While the square was full, a 
few businesses closed, and 
the storefronts started going 
empty. Then came Honey 
Creek Mall.  

Honey Creek was the 
beginning of the end for 
the business district. People 
headed to Terre Haute to shop 
at the mall and then stop to eat 
at one of the many restaurants 
that sprung up around it. 
People quit shopping in town 
and one by one, businesses 
closed shop.  

Some stayed like Lehman’s 
or Pearman’s clothing stores. 
Hodge’s was a fixture for years 
until it too closed because 
there weren’t enough people 
shopping locally to warrant 
staying open. The same thing 
happened to a lot of business 
in town as people changed 
shopping habits.  

While it would be great to 
bring back the nostalgic things 
from our youth, we simply 
can’t.  We can’t live in the past 
and wish things to be like they 
were. Time marches on and 
things change.  

Fifty years ago, I watched 
the Jetsons on television and 
laughed like others at the 
cartoon rendering of how 
life would change in the 21st 
century, but here we are.  I can 
communicate with someone 
on the other side of the world 
instantly.  I can carry on a vid-
eo conversation with someone 
who is on the West Coast, or 
in another country. 

So much has changed, and 
we live in a world of instant 
gratification. Anything we 
desire is at our fingertips. All 
we need to do is Google it.  

Remembering the past is 
fantastic and I love to remi-
nisce about times when I was 
young, but I don’t want to live 
in the past.  

There is so much going on 
in the world around us and 
Paris, unlike a lot of small rural 
communities, is working to 
reinvent itself. New businesses 
have opened, one of the major 
employers has just committed 
a major investment into the 
community. The town has a 
state of the art high school and 
fine arts program.  The mighty 
Paris Tigers are becoming a 
powerhouse in sports again, 
and I love it. The hospital has 
long surpassed the dreams of 
Drs. Terrell, McClellan and 
Sprague when they formed 
the Medical Center Clinic on 
Shaw Avenue.  

Paris does have problems, 
just like any other community 
large and small, but instead 
of wishing them away, and 
wishing things would return to 
the way it was when we were 
young is unrealistic fantasy. 
People should get involved 
and help make changes for the 
better.  

We’ve been gone from Paris 
for 31 years in June, and I’m 
still hoping to return someday 
to my roots and the town I am 
so proud of calling my home. 
Once a Tiger; always a Tiger.

 (Gary Butler is a native of 
Paris, a former Paris police-
man, a retired chief of police in 
northern Illinois and a veteran of 
Iraqi Freedom. He and his wife, 
Karen, live in Florida. Email 
him at gkbutler@hotmail.com.)

BUTLER
FROM PAGE 1B
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HUME – The Shiloh Post 
Prom Moms are hosting a dad-
dy-daughter dance 2-4 p.m. 
Feb. 15 at the school.

Using a theme of Hollywood 
Nights, the dance features a red 
carpet for the VIP couples to 
walk with a paparazzi photo op. 
More photos are available at 
the photo booth.

Shiloh is staging a 
daddy-daughter dance

Other activities include 
dancing, games, refresh-
ments and an awards cere-
mony with Shiloh celebrity 
guests.

Tickets are $15 per 
couple and $5 for each 
additional guest. It is also 
possible to order corsages 
in advance. Registration 
forms will be sent home 
with students.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Camp’s liberators shocked
Soviets ‘knew nothing’ as they marched to Auschwitz, discovered thousands of survivors

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Eighty-eight pounds of eye-
glasses. Hundreds of prosthet-
ic limbs. Twelve thousand pots 
and pans. Forty-four thousand 
pairs of shoes. When Soviet 
soldiers poured into Auschwitz 
in January 1945, they encoun-
tered warehouses filled with 
massive quantities of other 
people’s belongings. Most of 
the people who owned them 
were already dead, murdered 
by the Nazis in the Holocaust’s 
largest extermination and con-
centration camp.

But though the camps that 
made up Auschwitz seemed si-
lent and abandoned at first, sol-
diers soon realized they were 
filled with people — thou-
sands of them, left to die by 
SS guards who evacuated the 
camps after trying to cover up 
their crimes. As they saw the 
Soviet soldiers, the emaciated 
prisoners hugged, kissed and 
cried. 

“They rushed toward us 

shouting, fell on their knees, 
kissed the flaps of our over-
coats, and threw their arms 
around our legs,” remembered 
Georgii Elisavetskii, one of the 
first Red Army soldiers to step 
into Auschwitz. After five years 
of hell, Auschwitz was liberat-
ed at last. 

The Germans had long 
known they might have to 
abandon Auschwitz, but they 
planned to use it as long as 
possible, further exploiting the 
workers whose slave labor they 
rented to companies that pro-
duced chemicals, armaments 
and other materials. By late 
1944, they were still unsure 
if the Allies would make it to 
Oświęcim. As they waited, 
they moved forward with a 
preliminary evacuation, even 
founding a new sub-camp at a 
steel mill. 

Even as they waited to deter-
mine if a mass evacuation was 
needed, the Germans began 
to destroy evidence of their 
crimes. They murdered most 

of the Jews who had worked in 
Auschwitz’s gas chambers and 
crematoria, then destroyed 
most of the killing sites. The de-
struction didn’t end there: The 
Germans ordered prisoners to 
tear down many buildings and 
systematically destroyed many 
of their meticulous records of 
camp life. They also took steps 
to move much of the material 
they had looted from the Jews 
they murdered elsewhere. 

Then, the Soviets broke 
through German defenses and 
began to approach Krakow. As 
the Red Army marched closer 
and closer, the SS decided it 
was time to evacuate. 

They planned what pris-
oners thought of as death 
marches — lengthy, forced 
journeys from Auschwitz to-
ward other concentration and 
death camps. Starting on Jan. 
17, prisoners were forced into 
long columns and told to walk 
westward toward territory still 
held by Germany. Only those 
in good health (a relative term 

in camps racked with malnutri-
tion and disease) could partic-
ipate, and those who fell were 
shot and left behind. The death 
marches, which occurred in ex-
tremely cold conditions, killed 
up to 15,000 prisoners. Those 
who remained were forced into 
open freight cars and shipped 
further into the Reich, where 
they were relocated to various 
camps still under German con-
trol. 

The guards who remained 
continued to cover up evi-
dence, including burning ware-
houses full of plundered pos-
sessions. By Jan. 21, most SS 
officers had left for good. 

Most of the 9,000 prisoners 
who remained at Auschwitz 
were in dire health. Others had 
hidden in the hopes they could 
escape. Conditions were ap-
palling — there was no food, 
no fuel, no water. Some prison-
ers scavenged among the pos-
sessions the SS had not man-
aged to destroy. A small group 
of healthier prisoners attended 

to the sick. 
Meanwhile, the Soviets were 

progressing toward Oświęcim 
— but they had no idea the 
camp existed. Liberating Aus-
chwitz was not in their orders, 
but when a group of scouts 
stumbled into Birkenau on Jan. 
27, 1945, they knew they had 
found something terrible. 

“We knew nothing,” Soviet 
soldier Ivan Martynushkin re-
called to the “Times of Israel.” 
Then, he saw it: inmates be-
hind barbed wire. "I remember 
their faces, especially their eyes 
which betrayed their ordeal,” 
he told the Times. 

The scouts were followed by 
troops who entered the camp. 
They were shocked by what 
they saw there: piles of ash that 
had once been human bodies. 
People living in barracks that 
were encrusted with excre-
ment. Emaciated patients who 
became ill when they ate the 
food they offered. 

The late Eva Mozes Kor 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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George Washington’s writings have 
long served as a guide to America’s first 
president — what he thought, how he 
made his decisions, even how he felt 
about his wife. 

But when it comes to his personal reli-
gious beliefs, Washington seems to have 
been a closed book — or, at least, unwill-
ing to commit many of his own views 
to the page. Unlike many of his peers, 
including Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin and John Adams, Washington 
never explicitly laid out his own beliefs 
— even as he alluded to them in passing 
on many occasions. 

With so few actual accounts to draw 
from, historians are mostly limited to 
analyzing what Washington did, to try to 
understand what he may have believed. 
The trouble is, even his most straight-
forward actions can be hard to read and, 
at times, appear contradictory. The first 
president encouraged his fellow Amer-
icans to show up for worship, for in-
stance, but sometimes struggled to make 
it to church himself for weeks at a time. 
For many years, he served as a dedicated 
vestryman and church warden, but left 
services instead of taking communion. 
And while he peppered his writings with 
references to Providence, there’s com-
paratively little mention of God or of 
Jesus Christ.

Scholars and biographers have long 
puzzled over how to reconcile these in-
consistencies. Some argue he appears to 
have followed Deism, an 18th-century 

movement that placed human experi-
ence and rationality over religious dog-
ma. Others have suggested he may have 
been an atheist, drawing on accounts 
from Jefferson, who described him as 
not believing of, “that system of Chris-
tianity.” 

Stories of Washington’s prayers, even 
as they exist, are often unreliable. Orig-
inal sources for the famous tale of the 
first president kneeling in prayer at Val-
ley Forge have been called into ques-
tion; several historians have noted that 
Washington, when he prayed, always 
remained standing.

What is known is that Washington 
grew up in the Church of England, then 
Virginia’s state religion. The great-great 
grandson of an Anglican pastor, he was 
baptized as an infant and remained 
somewhat active in the Anglican church 
for the rest of his life. But it’s not clear 
whether he did so out of belief or out of 
necessity, since religious affiliation was a 
virtual requirement across many areas of 
his life. 

In order to hold office in colonial-era 
Virginia, for instance, officials had to be 
affiliated to the state religion, follow its 
doctrine and avoid disagreeing with it. 
As a young adult, Washington became 
a member of the freemasons, a secretive 
fraternal organization, modeled on Old 
World guilds, that stressed intellectual, 
spiritual and moral improvement. The 
group at that time banned its members 
from being either, “a stupid Atheist nor 
an irreligious Libertine,” according to 
its constitution, and required them to 

adhere to a religion of their choice. He 
remained a Mason for the rest of his life.

Whatever his own beliefs, Washing-
ton seems to have viewed organized reli-
gion as a valuable, unifying force in often 
fractious times. As a military leader in 
the French and Indian War, he unsuc-
cessfully pushed for a unit chaplain; even 
when he failed to get one, he encouraged 
his men to take part in public prayers. 

Religious beliefs, he argued in his 
Farewell Address, could help to establish 
a moral code to help maintain democ-
racy and decorum, even if not everyone 
believed precisely the same things. The 
"wisdom of Providence," he declared, 

WASHINGTON LEFT MYSTERIES ABOUT HIS SPIRITUALITY

Special to The Prairie Press

The George Washington at Prayer Statue, by sculptor Donald DeLue, was presented to Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge by 
the members of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania on Sept. 9, 1967. The statue, which overlooks 
the Medal of Honor Grove, was a gift to Freedoms Foundation of more than 250,000 Masons.

Did Washington believe in God?

See BELIEF, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

George Washington in Masonic attire, 
holding a scroll and trowel, alongside 
portraits of Lafayette and Andrew Jack-
son, as well as biblical scenes.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

As the United States 
grew into the world’s lead-
ing industrial power during 
the late 19th century, those 
atop the economic ladder 
in America’s Gilded Age 
accumulated spectacular 
fortunes. 

By 1890, the country’s 
4,000 millionaires held 20 
percent of the country’s 
wealth. In 2017, the top 1 
percent of Americans held a 
staggering 40 percent of the 
nation’s wealth. 

Such enormous affluence 
brought colossal political 
corruption. Gilded Age 
corporate titans could buy 
anything they wanted—in-
cluding politicians. 

Richard White, professor 
emeritus of history at Stan-
ford University and author 
of “The Republic for Which 
It Stands: The United States 
During Reconstruction 
and the Gilded Age, 1865-
1896,” said the Gilded Age 
was among the most cor-
rupt eras in American histo-
ry primarily because of, “the 
rise of corporations and the 
growth of modern means of 
communication that inten-
sified the way corruption 
can work.”

“This is a government 
of the people, by the peo-
ple and for the people no 
longer,” former president 
Rutherford B. Hayes wrote 
in his diary in 1886. “It is a 
government by the corpo-
rations, of the corporations 
and for the corporations.” 

Politicians took spectacu-
larly handsome bribes from 
corporations and demand-
ed kickbacks as the helping 
hand they extended often 
came with an open palm.

Railroads propelled the 
expansion of the American 
economy as tracks expand-
ed nearly fourfold between 
1871 and 1900. The federal 
government helped finance 
these huge infrastructure 
projects by granting more 
than 150 million acres of 
land to railroad companies, 
which sold them to raise 
revenue. 

“Railroads need monop-
oly franchises and subsidies, 
and to get them, they are 
more than willing to bribe 
public officials,” White said. 
The Central Pacific Rail-
road, for example, spent 
$500,000 annually in thinly 
disguised bribes between 
1875 and 1885.

In the most notorious 
instance of corruption 
connected to the railroads, 
Union Pacific Railroad ex-
ecutives formed a sham 
construction company, 
Crédit Mobilier, that sub-
mitted bills for nearly dou-
ble the construction cost of 
the eastern portion of the 
Transcontinental Railroad 
and pocketed the over-
charges. To avert any inves-
tigation and ensure votes 
to benefit the company, 
railroad officials bribed ap-
proximately one dozen in-
fluential congressmen with 
Crédit Mobilier shares at 
below-market prices. Swept 
up in the Crédit Mobilier 
scandal was not just Ulyss-
es S. Grant’s first vice presi-
dent, but his second one as 
well.

How the 
Gilded Age’s 
millionaires 
thrived on 
corruption

See GILDED AGE, Page 4B

See AUSCHWITZ, Page 4B

Some of my best memo-
ries growing up on the farm 
were associated with eating. 
I think all 
growing 
boys 
surely had 
good ap-
petites at 
mealtime 
as long 
as they 
didn’t eat 
too many 
green 
apples or 
raid the cookie jar when 
Mom wasn’t looking. 

Most mornings when 
my brother and I got up 
about 6:30, or so, we had 
a couple of chores to do 
before breakfast. We usual-
ly had to bring in another 
bucket of coal and empty 
the chamber pot in the 
outhouse. I won’t tell what 
I usually ended up doing, 
but I wasn’t quite strong 
enough to bring in the 
coal so I was left with the 
other job, which I did very 
carefully. 

Then it was time for 
breakfast for us boys to eat 
since Mom and Dad ate 
when it was still dark and 
Dad had gone to the other 
farm to tend cattle and 
horses. We usually smelled 
something good as Mom 
usually made us bacon and 
eggs again because first 
breakfast was already eaten. 

Once in a while on a 
Sunday morning, we had 
the privilege of getting to 
eat with Mom and Dad 
and a lot of the time we 
had pancakes. I guess we 
didn’t get up quite as early 
and Dad didn’t have to go 
to work. I can remember 
my dad and brother eating 
eight or 10 pancakes when 
my mom and I ran out 
of room after only eating 
three or four, but they really 
tasted good. I think they 
tasted better to my brother 
and me because when Dad 

My 
favorite 
foods  

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B



4B |  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netHISTORY

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2/28/2020. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months 
$0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 6/15/2019 and 2/28/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial 
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for 
details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes 
MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. For J.D. Power 2018 
award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12091 *Using U.S. and imported parts.

40%off
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

NO Money Down

NO Interest

NO Monthly Payments
for 1 year

Plus

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 – INTEREST ACCRUES 

FROM THE PURCHASE DATE BUT IS WAIVED IF 
PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

1
1

4040
WINDOWS AND 

PATIO DOORS

BUY ONE, GET ONE

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

Offer ends 
Feb 28

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation
CALL BY FEBRUARY 28

855-815-3373
Also visit your local showroom.

Installation 
always 

included

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

February 8th, 2020

Edgar County
Pheasants Forever

Banquet

$50    Membership/Dinner

$250 Sponsor

$10    Spouse Dinner 

$10    Youth Membership/Dinner

$0      Sponsor Guest

Doors Open at 5:00  
Dinner at 6:00

Knight of Columbus Hall
614 N Main St, Paris IL

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

was 10 years old when she 
spotted the soldiers. She was 
one of a group of hundreds 
of children who had been left 
behind, and she had endured 
medical experiments during 
her imprisonment. She re-
membered how the soldiers 
gave her “hugs, cookies and 
chocolate….We were not only 
starved for food but we were 
starved for human kindness.” 

That human kindness char-
acterized the liberation. The 
shocked soldiers helped set up 
hospitals on site, and towns-
people volunteered to help. 
For months, Polish Red Cross 

workers labored to save the dy-
ing and treat the living, work-
ing without adequate food or 
supplies and helping prisoners 
get in touch with their loved 
ones. About 7,500 survived.

Though some journalists 
visited Auschwitz at libera-
tion, the camp did not receive 
the same kind of internation-
al attention that greeted the 
liberation of Majdanek, the 
first major Nazi extermination 
camp captured during the war. 
But after Soviet investigators 
learned the true extent of the 
killing at Auschwitz, it soon 
became known as a symbol of 
the horrors of the Holocaust. 
With the help of the Polish 
government, a group of former 

prisoners turned the site into a 
memorial and museum. 

Auschwitz was the site of 
1.1 million murders, and in 
1947 it became the site of its 
mastermind’s hanging. After 
testifying at the International 
Military Tribunal at Nurem-
berg, Rudolf Höss, the SS offi-
cer who served as Auschwitz’s 
commandant for more than 
four years, was put on trial by 
Poland’s Supreme National 
Tribunal. 

Most of the other perpetra-
tors of the Holocaust denied 
their involvement. Höss did 
not. While he awaited his exe-
cution, he wrote his memoirs 
and expressed remorse for his 
crimes. He was hanged near 

the Gestapo quarters at Aus-
chwitz — Poland’s last public 
execution. 

Despite the best efforts of 
Höss and his fellow Nazis, 
approximately 15 percent of 
the people sent to Auschwitz 
are thought to have survived. 
Though their numbers dwin-
dle each year, many are still 
speaking out about their ordeal 
in an attempt to commemorate 
those who were murdered and 
warn the world about the dan-
gers of bigotry and anti-Semi-
tism. 

“We have not won,” survivor 
Szmul Icek told “The Times of 
Israel,” “but we have taught our 
grandchildren in a way that they 
understand what happened.”

AUSCHWITZ
FROM PAGE 3B

"has ordained that men, on the 
same subjects, shall not always 
think alike.”

In late 1789, Washington 
issued what some historians 
have since described as the 
first-ever executive order. The 
last Thursday of November, he 
said, was a day of thanksgiving 
and prayer, marking the end of 
a brutal Revolutionary War. 

His 456-word Thanksgiv-
ing Proclamation gives a few 
clues about how he may have 
seen a higher power. It was, he 
wrote, “the duty of all Nations” 
to acknowledge, obey and be 
grateful to “Almighty God.” 
That same God is a “great and 
glorious Being,” he goes on to 
explain, and the “beneficent 
Author of all the good that was, 
that is, or that will be.” 

But historians note the po-
litical context in which Wash-
ington gave this proclamation 
makes it harder to distinguish 
between what he genuinely be-
lieved—and what he thought 
citizens needed to hear as the 
war came to a close and the 
new nation faced its what next? 
moment. The only favor he di-
rectly encourages Americans to 
thank God for, for instance, is 
the, “opportunity...to establish 
a form of government for their 
safety and happiness.” Later on, 
he thanks him for, “favorite in-
terpositions of his providence,” 

essentially chalking up the end 
of political strife, and his own 
election as president, to divine 
intervention.

Invoking divinity may have 
served as a useful political tool 
to support the birth of a nation, 
but there’s good evidence that, 
if Washington believed any-
thing, it was that American cit-
izens should be free to worship 
however they pleased. 

As early as 1775, he pushed 
for religious plurality, toler-
ance and freedom, ordering 
his troops not to burn an an-
ti-Catholic effigy of the Pope 
on Guy Fawkes Night, out 
of respect to the Catholic 
Church. Later on, he opposed 
committing the state to one re-
ligion (the Episcopal church), 
and he publicly decried a tax 
to support that church, on the 
grounds of supporting reli-
gious freedom.

On a personal level, Wash-
ington took pains to spend 
time with people of all different 
religious affiliations, includ-
ing speaking at synagogues, 
going to many different kinds 
of churches and spreading the 
message this new country was 
against religious persecution 
in any forms. As he traveled 
across the country, Washing-
ton attended services seeming-
ly indiscriminately at Presbyte-
rian, Quaker, Roman Catholic, 
Congregationalist, Baptist and 
Dutch Reformed churches 
alike. 

BELIEF
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was still there we didn’t have 
the bucket and pot chores, or 
maybe they were just good 
pancakes. 

About twice a year our fam-
ily was invited to a neighbor’s 
home that was next to a creek, 
and we went early enough the 
men went fishing and caught 
really tasty fish. There were 
several people in that group 
and while the women were 
frying the fish and taters the 
men got out their musical 
instruments, such as a banjo, 
a couple of guitars, one which 
was electric, and a fiddle. They 
fiddled around a while and 
got those instruments mostly 
in tune, but before playing a 
recognizable song the women 
said, “Come and get it,” and we 
came and got it. 

Those were some of the best 
fish I have ever eaten and the 
taters and slaw and homemade 
ice cream finished the gourmet 
feast. Maybe it tasted better 
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because we seemed to have to 
wait forever even though us 
kids played games and helped 
with the ice cream churning. 
I guess that whetted our 
appetite. 

To finish the evening off 
we heard a lot of old Blue 
Grass music with tunes like 
“Turkey in the Straw,” “Listen 
to the Mocking Bird” and “Old 
Purdy,” which this group had 
made up on their own. 

My uncle married a lady 
from a German family and 
every summer we got together 
with all our cousins, uncles 
and aunts, grandmothers 
and grandfathers and had a 
glorious dinner. I remember 
very good fried chicken that 
had actual legs, wings, breasts, 
thighs, livers, hearts, gizzards 
and necks. My brother loved 
gizzards and he got his fill of 
them that day, but I preferred 
thighs and drumsticks and that 
was good stuff along with the 
mashed taters and wonderful 
chicken gravy, all kinds of sal-
ads which even I ate because 

they were just plain good. 
There weren’t enough chairs 

at the dinning room table and 
the kids ate out on the front 
porch where card tables were 
placed. What I remember the 
most was what we ate last, 
German chocolate cake even 
after I ate enough to kill a 
horse it was especially good. 

As I got older my family and 
Rosie’s family hauled us over 
to Clinton, Indiana, to eat at 
Giuseppe’s Italian restaurant. 
The menu most of us ate was 
spaghetti in a tomato sauce 
seasoned just right, veal cutlets 
out of this world, with garlic 
buttered bread that looked like 
little rabbits. Maybe we also 
got a toss-salad, but I don’t 
remember that detail because 
the other stuff was so good. I 
washed it down with a plain 
old Pepsi, but usually didn’t 
have enough room to eat a full 
order of spaghetti or ice cream 
afterwards. 

Those are delights of the 
past, but I have a secret to 
share. I not only married a 

marvelous woman who is 
brighter than heck, she is also a 
wonderful cook. I don’t know 
if she knew that when we first 
got married, but after she and 
I survived many episodes of 
experimental dinners and sup-
pers I give her an excellent rat-
ing for her cooking and baking 
and I would really rather eat at 
home than anywhere else. 

She does get tired of cook-
ing for just two of us so some-
how I am persuaded to take 
her out for a meal, that way she 
doesn’t have to prepare a meal 
or wash the dishes. 

She makes the best apple 
salad, spaghetti, Texas choc-
olate sheet cake, persimmon 
pudding, apple pie, apple 
dumplings, apple sauce and so 
many other foods from scratch 
I can’t even name them all. 
Yep, I’m the cat that got the 
cream. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at  rogerstanley769@yahoo.
com) 

The graft grew even closer 
to Grant. The Whiskey Ring 
scandal in which federal agents 
and whiskey distillers under-
reported sales to cheat the 
government out of excise tax 
revenue and pocket the cash 
ensnared Grant’s personal sec-
retary, Orville Babcock. 

In an attempt to corner the 
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gold market, Wall Street 
financier and railroad mag-
nate Jay Gould bribed Abel 
Rathbone Corbin, who had 
married Grant’s sister, to 
use his influence to steer the 
president toward policies 
that favored the robber bar-
on’s plan. 

“Grant is not a corrupt 
man as far as I can tell,” 
White says, “but he com-
bines an incredible lack of 
attention to detail—aston-
ishing given his army re-
cord—and a blind loyalty 
to friends.”

Public officials were sus-
ceptible to corruption be-
cause many did not rely on 
salaries for income but on a 
cut of fees or taxes they col-
lected, similar to sales com-
missions. 

“Taxes are kept down, 
but these offices are prof-
it-garnering enterprises,” 
White says of the Gilded 
Age’s fee-based governance. 

Most postmasters, for 
instance, earned a percent-
age of stamps they sold, 
and public prosecutors 
received fees for each case 
they brought. White says 
this payment system easily 
morphed into bribery and 
fraud. For example, custom 
officials could collect half of 
the penalties paid on goods 
they said were undervalued 
for import—or be paid off 
to not report malfeasance.
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Justice Clarence Thomas, 
the member of the Supreme 
Court known for his reti-
cence, speaks for much of a 
new two-hour documentary 
about his life.

Part of the story he tells 
in “Created Equal: Clarence 
Thomas in His Own Words” 
centers on his longtime Cath-
olic faith — nurtured by his 
grandfather who raised him 
in his Georgia home, nuns 
who taught him in school and 
people who prayed with him 
during his confirmation pro-
cess to serve on the nation’s 
highest court.

Producer/director Michael 
Pack interviewed Thomas 
and his wife, Virginia “Ginni” 
Thomas, for 30 hours for the 
film that was released Friday, 
Jan. 31, in 20 cities, including 
Washington, New York, Atlan-
ta, Chicago and Los Angeles. 
Pack recently served as pres-
ident of Claremont Institute, 

a conservative think tank, but 
has produced documentaries 
for PBS about George Wash-
ington, Alexander Hamilton 
and “God and the Inner City." 

He talked to Religion News 
Service about what he learned 
about Thomas’ religious life as 
he filmed his latest documen-
tary. The interview has been 
edited for length and clarity.

What struck you most 
about Clarence Thomas' 
faith?

I'm struck by the depth of 
Clarence Thomas' faith. It 
was strong when he first had 
it, but when you have a faith, 
lose your faith and come back 
to your faith, in some ways 
it's stronger then. I'm also im-
pressed at how Justice Thom-
as relies on his faith to get him 
through the difficult and dark 
moments of his life, especially 
his contentious confirmation 
hearing.

Could you talk about the 
role of his grandfather and 
how the Bible shaped his 

philosophy, and the lessons 
he passed on to Thomas?

Thomas' grandfather was 
functionally illiterate. So what 
he would do with the Bible 
is he would try to get a few 
words by heart and rely on 
those. The values he gave to 
Clarence Thomas, he felt were 
rooted in the Bible: working 
from sun to sun, never quit-
ting, being true to yourself.

In addition to his grandfa-
ther, Thomas cites the influ-
ence of nuns at a segregated 
Catholic school he attended.

As he says in the documen-
tary, he felt that they loved him 
and he worked hard to live up 
to that. And even though it 
was segregated Savannah, he 
felt they were on his side. They 
believed in these young boys 
and girls. And he adopted the 
faith they instilled in him. He 
continued to visit those nuns 
until several of them passed 
away.

He has spoken in the past 
about wanting to be a priest 

at a young age, and he at-
tended seminary before he 
went to college. What drew 
him to seminary life?

That's right. He went first to 
a minor seminary for his last 
year of high school and then 
he went to a seminary for his 
first year of college so he went 
to two different seminaries. 
He loved the ritual. He loved 
the prayers. He loved the 
Gregorian chant. I think he 
loved the entire religious en-
vironment that he lived in. He 
found it appealing. It spoke to 
something deep in his soul.

He ended up leaving that 
second seminary. Why?

It was racist incidents. We 
tell a story in which he was 
in one class where some kid 
passed him a folded note and 
on the front of the folded note 
it said "I like Martin Luther 
King Jr." You open it up and it 
said "dead."

This sort of mockery of 
somebody he thought was 
important and of the civil 

rights movement was upset-
ting to Justice Thomas. But 
it confirmed his feeling that 
the Catholic Church wasn't 
doing enough for civil rights. 
And don't forget this is the 
late ’60s and he's swept up in 
the mood of the times as well. 
It's the time of black power, of 
rebellion, of urban riot and, I'd 
say, that as a young man, Jus-
tice Thomas got caught up in 
those ideas too.

How does that fit with his 
attendance at College of the 
Holy Cross?

I think that he felt he had no 
alternative but to go to Holy 
Cross. His grandfather had 
kicked him out of his home. 
He had no job. He happened 
to have applied to Holy Cross 
and had a full scholarship. So 
he went. But he, as soon as 
he got there, he hung around 
with Marxist students, black 
radicals that didn't take reli-
gion all that seriously — even 
if they were at Holy Cross — 
so he went through a period of 

time where he wasn't going to 
church and he wasn't thinking 
about religion.

After the King assassi-
nation, Thomas said that 
race was his religion. But he 
had a turnabout in his faith 
again.

That's right. He participated 
in an anti-war demonstration 
that got violent in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and he got 
swept up in the mob violence 
of the moment and he watched 
himself being swept up and 
did not like what he saw. By 
the time that was over and he 
returned to Holy Cross, it was 
well past midnight and every-
thing was closed, but he went 
to the chapel where he had 
not prayed in a long time. He 
knelt in front of the chapel and 
prayed for God to take anger 
out of his heart. And that was 
the beginning of his return to 
his faith.

While working for 
the Equal Employment 

Faith has shaped Justice’s life
Often-reticent Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas speaks about Catholic faith in new documentary

See THOMAS, Page 6B

I'm telling you this, to tell 
you what I'm going to tell 
you next week.  

Jesus 
said he 
did what 
he saw the 
Father do-
ing. (John 
5:19) 
Then, he 
told us that 
we should 
do as he 
did. (John 
13:15)  

Even if we don't always 
know what Jesus would do 
in every situation, we can 
improvise on what we do 
know without making up 
something that he might 
well not have done.   

In October 2018, I was 
the first of eight local pia-
nists to play the new Yama-
ha grand piano at the Moke 
Owens dedicatory recital at 
the Paris Fine Arts Center. 
I was impressed with every-
one who played, especially 
those who did the kinds of 
classical pieces I would like 
to play, but don't have the 
skill level to do.  

I presented a God and 
Country motif, beginning 
with our national hymn 
and ending with our 
national anthem with some 
of my own compositions 
thrown in the middle.  
None of it was from a book 
by Schirmer, but out of my 
heart.  

After the concert, I was 
walking down the hall 
alongside the young fellow 
who played Bach. He had 
done an outstanding job, 
and I complimented him 
on it. He was a student at a 
music conservatory.  

He made what might be 
called a counter compli-
ment that he couldn't do 
what I had done.  I said I 
thought he could, but he 
implied that he couldn't 
operate away from the 
printed page. Without 
getting a swelled head, my 
esteem for what I had done 
rose a few notches because 
of what he said to me.  

Then, about a year later, 
I read what Aaron Copland 
had to say about improvisa-
tion in his book “Music and 
Imagination.”  

Copland wrote, "When 
you improvise it is axi-
omatic that you take risks 
and can't foretell results." 
He was writing about an 
ensemble of jazz musicians.  

He went on to say, "That 
is its charm. The improvis-
ing performer is the very 
antithesis of that tendency 
in contemporary com-
position that demands 

Faith 
requires 
improv

KEVIN
LEVELLIE
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

FANS PAY TRIBUTE TO BELOVED SPORTS ICON

Special to The Prairie Press

People gather at a memorial near Staples Center after the death of Laker legend Kobe Bryant Sunday, Jan. 26, in Los Angeles. 
The chaplain for the Lakers has been in contact with many of the players and was scheduled to speak before the game at the 
Staples Center Friday evening.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

LOS ANGELES — For the past 
three years, Romell Witherspoon has 
spiritually guided NBA players as the 
chaplain for the Los Angeles Lakers. 
Using Scripture, he helps the team 
as well as opposing players mentally 
prepare before home games at Staples 
Center, an area fans refer to as The 
House that Kobe Built.

But this time he knows it will be dif-
ferent.

It’s been nearly a week since Kobe 
Bryant; his 13-year-old daughter, Gi-
anna; and seven others died Sunday, 
Jan. 23, in a helicopter crash in the hills 
above Calabasas, California.

“This is not something that anybody 
has practice in,” said Witherspoon, 33. 
“This is a different level, if you will, be-
cause the way he (Bryant) impacted 
each individual personally is different. 
What I often say is that the presence of 
trouble does not destroy the potential 
of triumph,” Witherspoon added. “I 
think that when you’re in it, it’s very 
difficult to see the light of day. That’s 
where my job becomes so important.”

The tributes for Bryant have been 
pouring in. Outside Staples Center, 
fans in purple and gold have knelt in 
tears, shot basketballs into makeshift 
hoops and in unison have chanted 
“KO-BE” and “M-V-P.” Murals of the 
basketball legend and his daughter 
have popped up across the city. Young 
athletes, NBA players and other sports 
stars have shared on social media how 
Bryant influenced their game and life.

On Instagram, LeBron James posted 
a photo slideshow of himself and Bry-
ant with the caption, “Please give me 
the strength from the heavens above 
and watch over me!”

Witherspoon said he’s been in con-
tact with a number of Lakers players 

since the crash shook the city and the 
globe. Some contacted him through 
text messages. Witherspoon also 
reached out to players whom he’s es-
tablished a bond with.

“I just wanted to reinforce the fact 
that I was present, ready, willing and 
able to assist in any way that I could,” 
Witherspoon said.

Witherspoon said Magic John-
son hired him as team chaplain after 
Witherspoon participated with the 
former Lakers president of basketball 
operations in a panel at West Angeles 
Church.

“The team was young and he thought 
it would be very beneficial to be able to 
speak the players’ language,” Wither-
spoon said.

As chaplain, Witherspoon performs 
ministerial duties apart from a parish. 
On average, about 15 people — in-
cluding players from both the home 
and opposing teams and other staff 
members — gather for a session with 

Witherspoon before games.
Witherspoon did not personally 

meet Bryant since he began his chap-
laincy just after the 18-time NBA All-
Star retired in 2016. Earlier this week, 
Witherspoon shared an image of Bry-
ant beside a quote that said, “There can 
be nothing more consoling to those 
who mourn than to know that a loved 
one worshipped God right before his 
death.”

Bryant, on the morning of the crash, 
was seen praying inside Our Lady 
Queen of Angels in Newport Beach be-
fore the 7 a.m. Mass, according to An-
gelus News, a media platform launched 
by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

In a Facebook post Monday, Bish-
op Timothy Freyer of the Diocese of 
Orange said Bryant was a committed 
Catholic who was a parishioner in its 
diocese.

“Kobe would frequently attend Mass 
and sit in the back of the church so that 

After Kobe Bryant’s death, 
Lakers’ chaplain seeks 
Scripture to help cope with 
team’s tragic loss

Chaplain, team in mourning
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Sermons are a distinc-
tive feature of worship 
services among most of 
the various traditions of 
Christian churches. And 
while many churchgoers 
consider sermons a major 
element of the worship ex-
perience, satisfaction with 
sermons is widely mixed, 
Pew Research Center says 
in a report posted Jan 28 
on its Fact Tank page.

In reporting on two re-
lated recent studies, Pew 
said, “There are differenc-
es by religious tradition in 
how satisfied churchgoers 
are with what they hear 
from the pulpit – as well as 
in the length and content 
of those sermons.”

In its 2019 opinion sur-
vey of 6,364 U.S. adults, 
Pew said that 90 percent 
of respondents who attend 
church services at least a 
few times a year are satisfied 
with the sermons they hear. 
Protestants, Pew reported, 
are somewhat more satis-
fied than Catholics with the 
sermons they hear.

In breaking down opin-
ions of sermons, Pew said 
its survey found that 61 
percent of evangelical Prot-
estants (six-in-ten) say they 
are very satisfied with the 
messages. That’s almost 
double the 32 percent of 
evangelical respondents 
who said they are some-
what satisfied, according to 
Pew’s report.

Almost a third – 32 per-
cent – of Catholic respon-
dents, indicated they are 
very satisfied with sermons, 
which are formally referred 
to as the homily in the Cath-
olic Mass, as well as in the 
worship traditions of Angli-
can, Lutheran, and Eastern 
Orthodox Churches.

Just over half — 52 
percent — of Catholic re-
spondents indicated they 
are somewhat satisfied. A 
higher percentage of Cath-
olics — 15 percent — than 
Protestant respondents — 
7 percent — say they are 
not too or not at all satisfied.

“It is unclear from the 
2019 survey why church-
goers’ satisfaction in ser-
mons differ,” Pew said.

Some clues about the 
levels of satisfaction in 
sermons among Christian 
faith and worship tradi-
tions may be found in 

Pew study: 
Christian 
church 
attendees  
widely 
mixed on 
sermon 
satisfaction

See STUDY, Page 6BSee KOBE, Page 6B
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Irish Highlights
Self-Drive from $949

CALL 855-204-8225
Book your dream Irish adventure today!

Drive the iconic Ring of Kerry 
or sample whiskey in 
Tullamore. Explore the 
Emerald Isle your way with 
go-today. Call now!

104 W Court St, 
Paris, IL 61944

(217) 463-2500        

GAMEGAME  DAYDAY
          Weekend          Weekend
   SPECIALS   SPECIALS

$18.00

Lg 1 item Pizza,  
breadsticks or 

6 wings and 
a 2 liter

 $15.00 

XL 1 item Pizza, 
breadsticks or 

6 wings and 
a 2 liter for 

Sat.  11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sun.  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Closed after 3 p.m. Sunday

Retail Retail Meat Meat 

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Brats
Regular, Cheddar, Cajun and

Philly Steak & Cheese

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOURYOUR
CHOICE!CHOICE!

Start with
SAVINGS!SAVINGS!

On any 2 
Chemical Guys® Products

$$55
SAVESAVE

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

217-826-8831

February February 
Wine Wine & Dine& Dine  

February 11,  6-9 p.m.
JOIN US FOR GREAT FOOD AND GREAT FELLOWSHIP AS YOU 

ENJOY A  4-COURSE PLATED MEAL WITH WINE PAIRINGS 
CREATED BY CHEF KYLE POSEY 

Seating is limited.  
Reservations required

CrossRoadsCrossRoads  
Family RestaurantFamily Restaurant
(217) 826-5829 • 2002 N. Illinois Hwy 1 • Marshall, IL 

Valentine’s Day ONLYValentine’s Day ONLY
Prime Rib Dinner...........$19.99
Center Cut Pork Chop...$14.99
Chicken Teriyaki............$12.95
Beer Batter Shrimp.......$12.99

Soup & Salad Bar included in dinners

OPEN 7 Days a week  6 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Serving Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner  •  BREAKFAST ANYTIME

private pesticide
applicator testing

Edgar Co. Extension office
paris, illinois

February 4 at 9:00 a.m.

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of

Agriculture | Local Extension Councils

Cooperating | University of Illinois

Extension provides equal opportunities

in programs and employment. If you

need a reasonable accommodation to

attend, call your Extension office.

Register by calling 217-465-8585 or

online go.illinois.edu/PSEPedgar

Opportunity Commission, 
Thomas delved into the his-
tory of law and particularly 
noted a reference to equal-
ity in the Declaration of In-
dependence. How did those 
words shape his thinking 
about law and life?

Justice Thomas felt that 
the words of the declaration, 
“all men are created equal" 
and that they're “endowed 
by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights,” that these 
truths pointed to a deep basis 
of American life and of the 
Constitution. And I think that 
underpins his jurisprudence 
today.

How has he applied that 
to court decisions?

His sense of what equality 
means underlies his jurispru-
dence in the Grutter decision 
on affirmative action. Justice 
Thomas was saying, I believe, 
that every man has that right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, to succeed or 
fail on their own. And he felt 
that the affirmative action 
that was under discussion in 
the Grutter opinion was not 
doing that, that there were 
two sets of criteria for differ-
ent kinds of people and he felt 
that was unjust in the sense 
that the declaration points to 
justice.

What role did faith play 
in his life as he was being 
considered for the Supreme 
Court amid allegations that 
he sexually harassed one-
time colleague Anita Hill?

His confirmation battle had 
two parts and the first part 
was closer to a traditional con-
firmation battle. After that the 
Anita Hill allegations of sex-
ual harassment were leaked 
and that leak caused the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee to 
reconvene and hold several 
more days of hearings. And 
that second time, he and Gin-
ni felt it was a spiritual battle 
and they felt, rather than rely-
ing on their political skills or 
intellectual skills, they were 
relying a lot on their faith to 
get them through.

There is a brief mention 
of the prayer partners that 
were important to them at 
that time. Did he say more 
about that?

They needed to pray with 
other people to sort of be 

in touch with their faith 
during that second part of 
the hearing. He needed to be 
sustained by prayer and by 
prayer with other people as 
well. And because the media 
camped out in front of his 
house, it was easier for people 
to come to his house than for 
him to go out to a church.

Is there anything else 
about his faith that end-
ed up on the cutting room 
floor?

He's always coming back to 
the nuns. We portray his going 
to parochial school at the time 
that it happens in his biogra-
phy. But in my talking to him, 
he's always talking about what 
his grandfather and the nuns 
taught him at many points in 
his life. It's a touchstone that 
he goes back to.

THOMAS
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Pew’s review of 49,719 ser-
mons on video.

In its study “The Digital 
Pulpit: A Nationwide Analysis 
of Online Sermons,” Pew said 
the analysis revealed variations 
of length and content among 
Christian groups.

The sermons were recorded 
April 7 through June 1, 2019, 
in 6,413 U.S. churches. Pew 
offers this disclaimer regarding 
the study: “The results of the 
study are not representative 
of all U.S. churches: The con-
gregations that shared these 
sermons tend to be larger and 
more urban than U.S. congre-
gations overall, and even these 
churches may not share all 

their sermons online.”
Pew’s report said Catho-

lic sermons are the shortest, 
clocked at a median 14 min-
utes. This compares with 25 
minutes for mainline Protes-
tant sermons and 39 minutes 
for sermons in evangelical 
Protestant churches.

The longest of the studied 
sermons – at a median 54 
minutes – are from historically 
black Protestant churches, Pew 
reported.

The study included analysis 
of certain words and phrases 
(and variations) used in the 
sermons by the various groups.

The report noted Catholic 
priests, are 21 times as likely as 
those in other churches to use 
the word ‘homily’ and 15 times 
as likely to use ‘Eucharist,’ both 

of which are elements of Cath-
olic Mass.

The phrase, “eternal hell” or 
variants like “eternity in hell” 
stood out in Evangelical ser-
mons, Pew reported.

The analysis also included 
study of direct references to 
scripture by ministers, which 
Pew said it found to differ in 
how frequently they cite books 
of the New and Old Testa-
ments – or any scripture at all.

Evangelical pastors, the re-
port says, are the most likely 
to reference at least one book 
of the Bible: 97 percent of 
evangelical sermons do so, 
compared with 94 percent of 
historically black Protestant 
sermons, 88 percent of main-
line Protestant sermons and 73 
percent of Catholic homilies.

STUDY
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absolute exactitude in the 
execution of the printed 
page."  

Copland wasn't saying 
that we improvisers were 
better, only that we take 
chances, which can pro-
duce something beyond 
the norm.  

When it comes to spir-
itual things, this is how it 
must be, too. We have to get 
out of the lesson book and 
into life.  

Yes, it's risky from our 
perspective to follow the 
Spirit, because we don't 
know where he might lead, 
and we don't know if we're 
getting it right all the time, 
but it is also the time we 
feel the most alive.  

We may be tentative to 
begin with, but the more 
we do it, the more we learn 
how to do it better than 
we've done it before. The 
greatest height of all is 
when we learn to play Jesus.  
Next week we'll look at how 
to do that.  

(Pastor Kevin Don Levellie 
serves the Nevins Christian 
Church and is the author of 
“What Does Bach Prove?” 
available on Amazon.com or 
and through www.lulu.com. 
Email him at kdlevellie@
gmail.com. Pastor’s Perspec-
tive is provided weekly by 
members of the Paris Ministe-
rial Fellowship.)
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his presence would not dis-
tract people from focusing on 
Christ’s Presence,” he said.

Catholic news sites and oth-
er media outlets have reported 
that a priest helped Bryant 
deal with a sexual assault 
charge he faced in 2003-04.

Bryant in 2003 was accused 
of raping a 19-year-old em-
ployee at a Colorado resort. 
He said the two had consen-
sual sex, and prosecutors later 
dropped the felony sexual as-
sault charge against Bryant at 
the request of the accuser. The 
woman then filed a civil suit 

against Bryant that was settled 
out of court. Bryant later is-
sued an apology.

“Was I afraid of going to 
jail? Yes. It was twenty-five to 
life, man. I was terrified. The 
one thing that really helped 
me during that process — I’m 
Catholic, I grew up Catholic, 
my kids are Catholic — was 
talking to a priest,” Bryant told 
GQ in a 2015 article.

These series of events have 
been highlighted as fans 
mourn and celebrate the life 
of Bryant, who also won a Best 
Animated Short Film Oscar 
for his movie “Dear Basket-
ball” in 2018. But that same 
year, he was dropped from an 

animation film festival jury af-
ter an online protest emerged 
over the 2003 rape allegation. 
Bryant said he was focused on 
changing the world, “through 
diverse stories, characters and 
leadership.”

For now, Witherspoon is 
reminded of Scripture, John 
12:24: "Truly, I say to you, un-
less a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit."

“I think that on the back of 
Kobe Bryant a lot of lives will 
be saved, and changed and re-
lationships rearranged,” With-
erspoon said. “Now he lives 
within us.”

GRACE NOTES

FEB. 11 TAIZÉ PRAYER SERVICE
A Taizé prayer service is 7-8 
p.m. Feb. 11 in the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception at 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. The 
hour-long service for all faith 
traditions includes prayer, beau-
tiful music and a time for silence 
with spoken and silent prayers. 
The prayer space is lit primarily 

by candlelight to enhance the 
experience. 

FEB. 17 USED BOOK SALE
Book lovers of all kinds are invit-
ed to check out the Winter Used 
Book Sale, hosted by the Sisters 
of Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, Indiana. Times are 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily, Feb. 14-17, in 

Providence Spirituality & Confer-
ence Center. Items are not pre-
priced, but freewill donations will 
be accepted. Local author Joni 
Wolf will be present 1:30-4 p.m. 
Feb. 16 to sell and sign copies of 
her book, “The Immanuel Quilt.” 
Linden Leaf Gifts will conduct a 
clearance sale during the used 
book sale.

FEB. 20  MEMORY CAFÉ
A Memory Café is 2-4 p.m. Feb. 
20 in the Havlik Center of Provi-
dence Hall at Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods. The event is designed to 
address the isolation and stigma 
a dementia diagnosis can bring 
for both the person living with 
dementia and their care partners. 
Gathering with others provides 
support, connectedness and 
community at a time when it is 

most needed. There is no cost 
to attend. Learn more at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by 
calling 812-535-2870 or email 
ecollins@spsmw.org.

FEB. 22 BAKING SOURDOUGH
Learn various bread-baking ba-
sics, tips and tricks for creating 
and maintaining sourdough 
bread starters 1-5 p.m. Feb. 22, 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
during the White Violet Center for 
Eco-Justice (WVC) Baking Sour-
dough Breads workshop. Sam-
ples, instructions and starters to 
take home are included as part 
of the workshop. The cost is $45, 
and the registration deadline is 
Feb. 15. Register online at Events.
SistersofProvidence.org or by 
calling 812-535-2932 or emailing 
wvc@spsmw.org.
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Health carnival coming soon
Edgar County Health Department sponsoring a Winter Health Carnival featuring games and education

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Health 
Department is observing 
American Heart Month and 
Children’s National Dental 
Health Month with a free 
Winter Health Carnival 5-7 
p.m. Feb. 24 at the health de-
partment, 502 Shaw Avenue.

Activities include indoor 
carnival games, face paint-
ing, photo props and tours of 
the building. In addition, the 
staff is offering blood pressure 
checks, dental screenings and 
educational opportunities to 
learn more about dental, nutri-
tion and environmental health 
and communicable diseases. 

“This is the first event of 
its kind we have done,” said 
health department adminis-
trator Janet Mason. “We want 
to draw attention to all we do.”

Something the Edgar 
County Health Department 
is known for is a high-volume 
dental clinic that served 7,200 
patients in 2019 and visits 
30 schools in three coun-
ties providing children with 
cleanings, sealing and fluoride 
treatments. School visits also 
identify students who have 
need for follow up care.

“We have some patients 
that come from two hours, 
or more, away for treatment,” 
said dental hygienist Tabitha 
Boyd. “That speaks to the 
need for dental care for the 
underserved.” 

The health department’s 
dental clinic is staffed by a full-
time dentist, a dentist who 
provides service one day each 
week, four dental hygienists 
and two dental assistants.

Hygienist Monica Dunn 

said the goal is to provide top 
quality care to people who 
otherwise don’t have access 
to a dentist because they can-
not afford dental insurance 
or going to a private practice 
dentist.   

“We offer full-scope dental 
services including dentures, 
which many people don’t real-
ize,” said Dunn. 

The health department staff 
is passionate about good den-
tal health pointing out tooth 
and gum disease contributes 
to or exacerbates other condi-
tions, such as:
The risk of death to coro-

nary heart disease patients in-
creases with every tooth lost. 
The presence of dan-

gerous oral bacteria is a root 
cause that drives systemic in-
flammation and damages the 
blood vessel lining. This is the 

first step toward a heart attack 
and stroke.
Gum disease and tooth 

loss increases the risk of Alz-
heimer's disease.
The presence of bleeding 

gums in a diabetic patient in-
creases the risk of premature 
death by 400-700 percent.
At least 80 percent of 

American adults have gum in-
flammation/disease.
Cavities are the most 

common form of chronic dis-
ease.
The U.S. experiences 

$45 billion of lost productiv-
ity each year because of adult 
emergency dental care.

“Cavities are preventable by 
fluoridating tap water, using 
fluoride toothpaste and fluo-
ride varnish treatments,” said 
Boyd.

The hygienists want adults 

to attend the health carnival to 
learn more about the impor-
tance of regular dental visits 
starting as soon as the first 
tooth erupts in an infant. 

“We can educate all we 
want in the schools, but when 
they get home, it stops,” said 
Boyd.

Health educator Brandi Ea-
ton discussed the importance 
of monitoring other condi-
tions like blood pressure, obe-
sity and other issues that can 
lead to heart disease. She not-
ed heart disease is the leading 
cause of death in the United 
States.

“Uncontrolled blood pres-
sure is dangerous,” said Eaton. 
“There are no signs or symp-
toms. The only way to know is 
to get that checked.”

Visiting the health carnival 
is also a way to learn about 

smoking cessation programs, 
the dangers of vaping, how to 
improve eating habits and the 
importance of exercise.

Information about the 
health department’s Learn to 
Run program, which will be 
starting in a few months, is 
also available. Learn to Run is 
not about speed or distance. 
The emphasis is learning how 
to build endurance to run lon-
ger, if not farther. 

“It’s important for people 
to know their numbers like 
glucose and cholesterol,” said 
Eaton. “They can come to 
the health department and 
have blood work done. We 
can talk to them about how 
obesity leads to heart disease, 
high blood pressure and dia-
betes, and we can talk about 
the importance of controlling 
weight and keeping active.”

HOSPITAL IN SEATTLE PREPARES TO FIGHT INFECTION

Special to The Prairie Press

Tové Skaftun, the chief nursing officer for the Community Health Center of Snohomish County, posts a sign in the health 
center instructing anyone who may have had exposure to the Wuhan strain of coronavirus to inform staff and don a mask.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

When the first U.S. case of a new 
coronavirus spreading throughout 
China was confirmed last week in 
Washington state, public health work-
ers were well prepared to respond, 
building on lessons learned during the 
outbreak of measles that sickened 87 
people in the state in 2019.

As of Monday, Jan. 27, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
had confirmed five cases of infection 
from the new coronavirus in the U.S., 
including two in California, one in 
Illinois and one in Arizona. All were 
linked to people who traveled to the 
Wuhan region in China. More than 
a hundred people are under investi-
gation for the new coronavirus in 26 
states, according to the CDC.

The first U.S. patient, an unidentified 
man in his 30s, visited the Wuhan area 
at the end of last year. He fell ill shortly 
after flying back to the U.S., where he 
lives north of Seattle.

In Washington state, health agencies 
have identified more than 60 people 
who came in close contact with the in-

fected man before he was hospitalized 
in Everett, a city in Snohomish County 
outside Seattle.

The case quickly grabbed national 
headlines, but it didn’t rattle the local 
health clinic workers who had recently 
geared up to handle another infectious 
disease.

“The measles really kind of enlight-
ened everybody about ‘Wow, there are 
a lot of things out there that can be re-
ally contagious and can get you really 
sick, really fast,'” said Tové Skaftun, 
the chief nursing officer for the Com-
munity Health Center of Snohomish 
County.

Skaftun said last year’s outbreak 
forced the clinic to improve how it ap-
proaches these situations.

“We’ve recently grown our infec-
tion-control program so it’s kind of at 
the forefront of a lot of what we do,” 
said Skaftun.

She said that effort focused on edu-
cating staff about the correct precau-
tions to take when faced with different 
kinds of infectious diseases — includ-
ing wearing protective air-purifying 
respirators when in contact with pa-
tients who may be infected.

Measles is one of the most conta-
gious viruses and can stay in the air-
space of a room for up to two hours. In 
contrast, public health experts believe 

the new coronavirus requires close 
contact to spread between humans.

“Coronaviruses are generally trans-
mitted through sneezing, coughing 
and close contact with individuals, so 
those are the types of criteria we use 
to identify people at risk,” said Kathy 
Lofy, Washington’s state health officer.

She said previous outbreaks and 
most recently the measles outbreak led 
to, “a lot of preparation by our health 
care system partners around how to 
appropriately protect themselves from 
highly infectious pathogens.”

In Washington, public health work-
ers are daily calling people who have 
come in contact with the confirmed 
case and asking about symptoms such 
as a fever or cough. Those being mon-
itored are not required to be isolated 
unless they develop symptoms.

The patient in Seattle first went to 
a local health clinic when he started 
showing symptoms. Once it became 
clear he was at risk for coronavirus, he 
was transported to Providence Region-
al Medical Center in Everett, a hospital 
north of Seattle, where he was treated 
in isolation. He remains in satisfactory 
condition, according to the Washing-
ton State Department of Health.

Amy Compton-Phillips, the chief 
clinical officer at Providence St. Joseph 

America responds to virus
Coronavirus containment 
draws on lessons from 
2019 measles outbreak

See VIRUS, Page 8B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

There’s a deadly virus 
spreading from state to 
state. It preys on the most 
vulnerable, striking the sick 
and the old without mercy. 
In just the past few months, 
it has claimed the lives of at 
least 39 children.

The virus is influenza, 
and it poses a far greater 
threat to Americans than 
the coronavirus from Chi-
na that has made headlines 
around the world.

“When we think about 
the relative danger of this 
new coronavirus and in-
fluenza, there’s just no 
comparison,” said William 
Schaffner, a professor of 
preventive medicine and 
health policy at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center. 
“Coronavirus will be a blip 
on the horizon in compari-
son. The risk is trivial.”

To be sure, the coronavi-
rus outbreak, which origi-
nated last month in the Chi-
nese city of Wuhan, should 
be taken seriously. The virus 
can cause pneumonia and 
is blamed for more than 
800 illnesses and 26 deaths. 
British researchers estimate 
the virus has infected 4,000 
people.

Influenza rarely gets 
this sort of attention, even 
though it kills more Ameri-
cans each year than any oth-
er virus, said Peter Hotez, a 
professor of pediatrics, mo-
lecular virology and micro-
biology at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston.

Influenza has already 
sickened at least 13 million 
Americans this winter, hos-
pitalizing 120,000 and kill-
ing 6,600, according to the 
CDC. And flu season hasn’t 
even peaked. In a bad year, 
the flu kills up to 61,000 
Americans.

Worldwide, the flu caus-
es up to 5 million cases of 
severe illness and kills up to 
650,000 people every year, 
according to the World 
Health Organization.

And yet, Americans ar-
en’t particularly concerned.

Fewer than half of adults 
got a flu shot last season, ac-
cording to the CDC. Even 
among children, who can 
be especially vulnerable to 

Flu is deadlier than 
the Wuhan virus  

respiratory illnesses, only 62 
percent received the vaccine.

If Americans aren’t afraid of 
the flu, perhaps that’s because 
they are inured to yearly warn-
ings. For them, the flu is old 
news. Yet viruses named after 
foreign places — such as Ebo-
la, Zika and Wuhan — inspire 
terror.

“Familiarity breeds indiffer-
ence,” Schaffner said. “Because 
it’s new, it’s mysterious and 
comes from an exotic place, the 
coronavirus creates anxiety.”

Some doctors joke the flu 
needs to be rebranded.

“We should rename influ-
enza; call it XZ-47 virus, or 
something scarier,” said Paul 
Offit, director of the Vaccine 
Education Center at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia.

Measles in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo has killed 
5,000 people in the past year 
— more than twice as many 
as Ebola. Yet UNICEF officials 
have noted the measles, which 
many Americans no longer 
fear, has gotten little attention. 
Nearly all the measles victims 
were children under 5.

Some people may worry less 
about the flu because there’s a 
vaccine, whose protection has 
ranged from 19-60 percent in 
recent years. Simply having the 
choice about whether or not 
to receive a flu shot can give 
people an illusion of control, 
Schaffner said.

But people often feel power-
less to fight novel viruses. The 
fact that an airplane passenger 
spread SARS to other passen-
gers and flight crew made peo-
ple feel especially vulnerable.

Because the Wuhan virus is 
new, humans have no antibod-
ies against it. Doctors haven’t 
had time to develop treatments 
or vaccines.

The big question, so far 
unknown, is just how easily 
the virus is transmitted from 
an infected person to others. 
The WHO declared the Wu-
han outbreak a global health 
emergency Thursday, Jan. 30, 
because of its continued spread 
outside China and the risk to 
countries with weak health sys-
tems. Officials warn the out-
break hasn’t peaked. Each pa-
tient with the new coronavirus 
appears to be infecting about 
two other people.

By comparison, patients 
See INFLUENZA, Page 7B
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This Month’s Guide for Staying Healthy 

Appointment Numbers 
Dr. Ash, Dr. Hussain, 
Dr. Karagiorogos & Sherri 
Morrison, PA: 217-366-2670 

Dr. Namburi: 812-242-3225       

Tyler Beers: 217-465-8411 Dr. Nasser: 812-232-8164 

Dr. Davison: 217-383-3100 Dr. Patel: 217-465-2606 
x4690 

Dr. Deranian: 217-233-3101 Dr. Shatagopam: 
812-242-3175 

Dr. Garg: 217-466-4060 Dr. Tazudeen: 217-431-8400 
Dr. Huh: 812-232-1418 Dr. Wiarda: 217-258-5900 

Dr. Jeevan: 812-232-8716 Dr. Yang: 217-466-4661 

Dr. Main: 217-383-3190  
Pain Management Clinic: 217-466-4226 

Employed Providers 
Cardiology 
Donna Kerns, FNP 
Dermatology  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
Joy Williams, FNP 
Endocrinology 
Dr. Rico 
Karen Smith, FNP 
EZ Care  
Josh Childress, FNP 
Jacqueline Coffman, PA 
Carrie Cunningham, FNP 
Kacey McGuire, FNP 
Michelle Miller, FNP 

Mallory Simonton, FNP 
Tabitha Wood, FNP 
Matt Woodruff, PA 
Family Practice  
Casey Anderson, FNP 
  (Oakland) 
Dr. Bajaj (Oakland) 
Dr. Fore 
Kristina Gabbard, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Debbie Griffin, FNP 
Danielle Ireland, FNP    
  (Chrisman) 
Dr. Kumar 

Charlene Moore, FNP 
Kayla Ogle, FNP 
Dr. Sheikh 
Samantha Volstorf, FNP 
General Surgery 
Dr. Cozacov 
Dr. Li 
Gynecology 
Susan Arp, FNP 
Dr. Horvat 
Dr. Menchaca 
 

Hospitalist 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Jennifer Likens, FNP 

Tiffany Turner, FNP 
NAL Health Clinic 
Paige Wampler, FNP 
Nursing Home Care 
Ann Bogue, FNP 
Dr. Gorasiya 
Amanda Talamantes, FNP 
Occupational Health  
Sara Spesard, FNP 
Crystal White, FNP 
Orthopedics  
Angela Hamilton, FNP 
W. Andrew Hodge, MD 

Ronald Wheeler, MD 
Pain Management 
Adam Schneider, 
CRNA 
Lee Webber, CRNA 
Podiatry/ 
Wound Care 
Dr. Holloway 
Urogynecology  
Dr. Menchaca 

217-463-1946 

Visiting Specialists 
Cardiology 
  

Dr. Namburi (Fri)—7, 14, 21, 28 
Dr. Nasser (Thurs)—6, 13, 20, 27 
Dr. Shatagopam (Thurs)—6, 20 
Dr. Wiarda (Wed)—5, 19 

Nephrology Dr. Jeevan (Tues/ Thurs/ Fri)—4, 
13, 21, 27 

Neurology Dr. Garg (Mon-Thurs)—10, 11, 12, 
13 
Dr. Tazudeen (Tues)—4, 11, 18, 25 

Oncology Dr. Huh (Thurs)—6 
Dr. Patel (Thurs)—6, 13, 20, 27 

Ophthalmology (Eye) Dr. Deranian—Clinic 11, 26; 
Surgery 25 

Pulmonology, Adult Dr. Main (Mon/ Wed)—24, 26 
Pulmonology, Pediatric Dr. Davison (Fri)—7 
Urology Dr. Yang (Tues)—4, 11, 18, 25 
Vascular Surgery Christie Clinic (Tues)—18 

Gastroenterology Tyler Beers (Mon)—10, 24 

Special Events & Groups 
Free Adult/Child/Infant 
CPR/AED Class 

Feb. 3 @ 8am-1pm (A) 

Parkinson’s Support Group Feb. 5, 19 @ 2pm (Senior Care) 

Wear Red Events Feb. 7 @ Noon & 5:30pm 
(Tingley Reception Center, Paris) 

Health Screenings Feb. 14 @ 7-9am (Paris Clinic) 

Bariatric Support Group Feb. 17 @ 6pm (A) 

Caregiver Support Group Feb. 19 @ 3pm (A) 
Cancer Support Group Feb. 25 @ 10am (A) 

*Parenthesis indicate conference room/location. 

Stay Strong, Live Long Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25 @ 10am 
(Sutton Senior Care) 

721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 
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Health, which runs the hospi-
tal in Everett, said it was set up 
to handle high-level infectious 
pathogens during the Ebola 
scare of 2014.

“All types of infrastructure 
had been put in place to en-
sure that when something 
came around we’d be ready,” 
said Compton-Phillips.

Those include specialized 
gurneys to keep patients iso-
lated while they’re wheeled 
around the hospital, robots 
that can listen to patients’ 
lungs and take blood pressure 
and rooms with negative-pres-
sure airflow so germs aren’t 
circulated throughout the rest 
of the hospital.

In Snohomish County, 
health workers are on alert for 
signs that any patients could be 
at risk of carrying the new vi-
rus. At the Community Health 
Center of Snohomish Coun-
ty, signs posted in the waiting 
room tell patients to notify staff 
if there’s any indication they 
could have been exposed.

“We do have patients that 
are calling in, and we do have 
patients that are talking about 
it with their provider staff,” 
said head nurse Skaftun.

Skaftun said it’s natural that 
some patients have been ask-
ing questions, but like other 

health providers in the area, 
her clinic had all the right pro-
tocols and infection-control 
gear at the ready when they 
first heard the news.

Last year, Clark Coun-
ty, Washington, which is in 
suburban Portland, Oregon, 
had an alarming outbreak of 
71 cases of measles, mostly 
among unvaccinated chil-
dren. In the Seattle area, the 
outbreak was smaller, and 
Snohomish County had just 
one case of measles. Still, the 
contagion containment ef-
forts were statewide and can 
be drawn on now.

Federal health officials are 
advising health care workers 
to take airborne precautions 
and wear protective gear if 
they are near a patient who 
is under investigation for the 
new coronavirus. At the mo-
ment, it appears considerably 
less dangerous than the flu.

“At this time in the U.S., 
this virus is not spreading in 
the community,” said Nancy 
Messonnier, director of the 
National Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Dis-
eases at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

The Washington patient 
was diagnosed after samples 
were sent to CDC headquar-
ters in Atlanta. The CDC has 
developed a test to diagnose 
the new coronavirus.

INFLUENZA
FROM PAGE 8B

with SARS, or severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, spread 
the infection to an average of 
two to four others. Each pa-
tient with measles — one of 
the most contagious viruses 
known to science — infects 
12 to 18 unvaccinated people.

Health officials worry the 
new coronavirus could re-
semble SARS — which ap-
peared suddenly in China in 
2002 and spread to 26 coun-
tries, sickening 8,000 people 
and killing 774, according to 
the WHO.

The U.S. dodged a bullet 
with SARS, Schaffner said. 
Only eight Americans be-
came infected, and none 
died, according to the CDC. 
Yet SARS caused a global 
panic, leading people to shut-

ter hotels, cancel flights and 
close businesses.

Coronaviruses can be un-
predictable, said Michael 
Osterholm, director of the 
Center for Infectious Dis-
ease Research and Policy at 
the University of Minnesota. 
While some patients never 
infect anyone else, people 
deemed super spreaders can 
infect dozens of others.

At Seoul’s Samsung Med-
ical Center in 2015, a single 
emergency room patient 
infected 82 people — in-
cluding patients, visitors and 
staff — with a coronavirus 
called MERS, or Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome. The 
hospital partly shut down to 
control the virus.

“This is one of the finest 
medical centers in the world, 
on par with the Cleveland 
Clinic, and they were brought 

“We are refining the use 
of this test so we can pro-
vide optimal guidance to 
states and laboratoriums 
on how to use it,” said Mes-
sonnier. 

The agency plans to 
distribute those to pub-
lic health labs around the 
country as fast as possible 
in the coming weeks, she 
said.

“There are a lot of un-
knowns,” said Janet Base-
man, a professor of epide-
miology at the University 
of Washington. “The best 
thing public health can do 
now is assume that it will 
be similar to other coro-
navirus outbreaks we have 
seen in recent years until 
proven otherwise.”

“Being overprepared is 
the name of the game,” she 
said.

With only one case 
of the coronavirus from 
China confirmed so far in 
Washington, Baseman said 
it’s much easier for public 
health workers to do con-
tact tracing than it was last 
year when they faced the 
measles outbreak, which 
included multiple cases.

“It was a really different 
situation because there 
were also a lot more ex-
posed people,” said Base-
man.

to their knees,” Osterholm 
said.

Yet MERS has never 
posed much of a threat to 
the U.S.

Only two patients in the 
U.S. — health care pro-
viders who had worked in 
Saudi Arabia — have ever 
tested positive for the vi-
rus, according to the CDC. 
Both patients survived.

Hotez, who is work-
ing to develop vaccines 
against neglected diseases, 
said he worries about un-
vaccinated children. Most 
kids who die from the flu 
haven’t been immunized 
against it, he said. And 
many were previously 
healthy.

“If you’re worried about 
your health, get your flu 
vaccination,” Hotez said. 
“It’s not too late.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO – The Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH), Chicago 
Department of Public Health 
(CDPH), and Cook County 
Department of Public Health 
(CCDPH), along with the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), are 
reporting the second con-
firmed case of 2019 novel 
coronavirus (2019-nCov) in 
Illinois.  

The individual is a man in 
his 60s and is the spouse of 
the first confirmed travel-re-
lated case in Illinois. He had 
not traveled overseas but in-
teracted with his wife upon 
her return from China. This 
is the first person-to-person 
spread of the virus in the 
United States. 

“I want to emphasize that 
the risk of this novel coro-
navirus to the general public 
in Illinois remains low,” said 
Ngozi Ezike, IDPH direc-
tor. “Local, state and federal 
health officials are working to 
identify those who have had 
close contact with the indi-
vidual. I order health workers 
to take protective measures 
to minimize further spread of 
the virus. We will continue to 
keep the public fully informed 
as additional information be-
comes available.” 

On Friday, Jan. 24, CDC, 
IDPH, and CDPH an-
nounced the first confirmed 
Illinois case of 2019-nCoV in 
a Chicago resident, a wom-
an in her 60s who returned 
from Wuhan, China Jan. 13. 
The woman remains in the 
hospital in stable condition 
and is doing well. The second 
patient is also hospitalized in 

stable condition.  
“We know coronavirus-

es are most likely to spread 
through close personal con-
tact, and we know this sec-
ond patient had close contact 
with his wife after she began 
to develop symptoms, so it’s 
not totally unexpected that 
he acquired the virus,” said 
Allison Arwady, Commis-
sioner of CDPH. “This is ex-
actly why public health has 
been monitoring him close-
ly, and why we monitor any 
close contacts of confirmed 
cases. This does not change 
our guidance that the risk to 
the general public remains 
low at this time. People in the 
community do not need to 
change their behavior based 
on this news; for example, 
they don’t need to cancel 
events, avoid mass gatherings 
or wear gloves and masks in 
public.”  

Public health officials are 
investigating locations where 
this second patient has visited 
in the last two weeks and any 
close contacts who were pos-
sibly exposed. Public health 
and medical professionals are 
taking an aggressive approach 
in identifying and actively 
monitoring individuals who 
were in contact with both 
confirmed cases in an effort 
to reduce the risk of addition-
al transmission. A CDC team 
continues to be deployed to 
Illinois to support these ef-
forts.  

“If you have traveled to 
China or come into contact 
with a confirmed case and are 
experiencing fever, cough or 
shortness of breath, contact 
your healthcare provider,” 
said Cook County Depart-
ment of Public Health Chief 
Operating Officer Terry Ma-
son. “We encourage everyone 
to practice the same germ 
prevention as with flu, which 
last year caused 35 million 
illnesses and just over 34,000 
deaths.”

CDC is closely monitoring 
the outbreak of respiratory 
illness caused by 2019-nCoV 

that was first detected in Wu-
han City, Hubei Province, 
China and which continues 
to expand. There have been 
hundreds of cases worldwide, 
including two in Illinois, and 
more than 50 deaths.  

Symptoms reported among 
patients with 2019-nCoVhave 
included mild to severe re-
spiratory illness with fever, 
cough and difficulty breath-
ing.

Although this is the first 
person-to-person transmis-
sion in the U.S., it is still not 
yet clear how easily 2019-
nCoV spreads from one per-
son to another. With MERS 
and SARS, also novel corona-
viruses, the virus was thought 
to have spread mainly through 
sneezing and coughing, simi-
lar to the flu. In general, it was 
spread between close con-
tacts.  

There is currently no vac-
cine to prevent 2019-nCoV 
infection. Right now, 2019-
nCoV has not been found to 
be spreading widely in the 
United States, so there are no 
additional precautions rec-
ommended for the general 
public to take. 

However, the following 
everyday preventive actions 
can help prevent the spread 
of several viruses, including 
seasonal flu. 
Wash hands often with 

soap and water for at least 20 
seconds
Avoid touching the eyes, 

nose and mouth with un-
washed hands.
Avoid close contact with 

people who are sick.
Stay home when sick.
Cover coughs or sneezes 

with a tissue, then throw the 
tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect fre-

quently touched objects and 
surfaces.

This is a rapidly evolving 
situation and information 
will be updated as it becomes 
available. More information 
can be found on the IDPH 
website, the CDPH website 
and the CDC website.  

Second Illinois 2019 novel 
coronavirus case identified
Husband of woman 
who traveled to 
China infected; 
Health officials say 
risk to general public 
remains low
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Puzzles

Across
 1. Storage device
 4. Disagree with
10. Political organization
11. Playoff appearances
12. Collection of cops
14. Balkan mountain peak
15. Island north of Guam
16. Seizure of someone’s 
property
18. Repeat
22. Beautiful youth
23. Bullfighters
24. Charges a fare
26. Not off
27. Where skaters ply their trade
28. Meson
30. Guru
31. Cycles/second
34. Alternating turns
36. Soviet Socialist Republic
37. Mound
39. Boxer Amir
40. Away from wind
41. Exist
42. Working man
48. British soldier
50. Scrounge
51. Upset
52. The act of escaping
53. Poet Pound
54. Confederate general
55. Midway between south and 
east
56. Becomes hot from the sun
58. Fictitious poet Mailey
59. Not yet purchased
60. Intersperse

Down
 1. Bathing suit
 2. Poignantly different from 
what was expected
 3. A person with the same 
name as another
 4. West Siberian river
 5. Of the membrane lining the 
abdominal cavity
 6. Has a positive electric 
charge
 7. Fish-eating mammal of the 
weasel family
 8. Offerers

 9. Spanish be
12. Chilean province 
Capitan __
13. Father
17. Pestilence
19. Songs
20. Grilling tools
21. Long, winding ridge of 
sand and gravel
25. Court game
29. __kosh, near Lake 
Winnebago
31. Variety of beet
32. Caps

CROSSWORD

33. Rides in the snow
35. Took without
 permission
38. Tall stand to hold
 books
41. Spanish neighborhood
43. Spanish dance
44. Countries of Asia
45. Make fun of
46. Elk Grove High School
47. Network of nerves
49. Greek apertifs
56. Unit of volume
57. South Dakota

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

poor soul needs to pull out of 
a parking space. There are two 
lines of traffic plus some old 
geezer trying to back out from 
the opposite side. Moving cars 
are constantly coming from 
around the building. If that 
isn’t enough, a refuse truck 
shows up to haul trash, soon 
followed by a corporate semi 
threading expertly through the 
mob of cars to unload daily 
supplies.  

Eventually, the parked cus-
tomer spies a gap and attempts 
to back out, only to slam the 
brake pedal because an electric 
wheelchair driver suddenly 
appears in his rear view.

Now and then there’s a 
fender bender. The police are 
summoned to file an accident 
report. The squad car noses 
into the traffic jam. It isn’t 
unusual to see an employee 
leaving her post to appear 
outdoors, walk from car to car 
and attempt to equalize the 
lines. She does an excellent 
job, but five minutes after she 
leaves, the neat order returns 
to snafu again. Back she comes 
disgustedly.

Even grocery carts are 
offensive.  

Try maneuvering a heavily 
loaded cart along aisles at a 
supermarket during rush hour. 
Aisles are wide enough to 
accommodate two-way traffic, 
but there’s a dimwit or two in 
every aisle who parks a cart 
dead center while comparing 
different brands of canned 
pickles. An old granny strikes 
acquaintance with some wom-
an she met 20 years ago in 
West Virginia. They can’t help 
but gab and hug, then share 
pictures of grandkids while 

their carts create a Chicago 
expressway-type traffic jam. 

Sometimes men are just as 
bad. Some little weasel with 
a mustache, transporting his 
yappy weiner dog by leash, 
plus steering a beer laden 
grocery cart, decides to start 
an argument with a friend in 
mid-aisle, claiming the 1908 
Cubs were a better baseball 
team than the 1947 Cardinals.  

While these two knotheads 
are clogging traffic like a 
fog-shrouded interstate, here 
comes two paramedics and 
a fireman pushing a gurney 
down the crowded aisle, 
searching for a young pregnant 
lady who has called 911 and 
abandoned two full grocery 
carts because her water broke 
unexpectedly.

Business firms like Wal-
Mart create outdoor parking 
facilities for their shopping 
carts. It’s amazing to count the 
consumers who won’t take the 
time to courteously make use 
of this convenience. Instead 
they leave them in auto slots.  

On windy days, a strong 
breeze blows these aban-
doned carts every conceivable 
direction across the parking 
lot. Some straighten out and 
blow a block or more down 
the street. They whang into 
cars, causing dents or paint 
chips, helping push insurance 
rates higher for the general 
public.

Just observe these lame-
brain cart operators at rush 
hour. Then we understand 
why manufacturers place 
labels on toothbrushes, “for 
use in mouth only.”

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

BABY BACK RIBS WITH 
HONEY, CHIPOTLE AND 
MANGO GLAZE
The National Honey Board

Ingredients
2 racks baby back ribs
1 tablespoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1 can chipotle peppers in adobo 

sauce
4 ripe mangoes, cubed
1 cup honey

Remove ribs from package; 
rinse and pat dry. Remove 
membrane. Place in shallow pan, 
sprinkle with salt and pepper and 
set aside. 

In small saucepan over 
medium heat, cook chipotle 
peppers, mangoes and honey, 
stirring constantly, until cooked 
down and thick enough to coat 
back of spoon. 

Heat grill to 225-240 F. 
Wrap ribs and 2/3 of sauce 

mixture tightly in aluminum foil 
and place over indirect heat. 
Close lid. After 2 hours, flip 
ribs and cook 2 hours. Open 
aluminum and remove ribs, 
place directly on grill and brush 
with remaining sauce. Cook 30 
minutes. Remove from grill and 
serve hot.

SNACKS
FROM PAGE 1B

aluminum foil, place over low 
indirect heat and let the grill 
do the work. To help simplify 
game day, try cooking a day 
in advance and warm in the 

oven a couple hours prior to 
kickoff. 
Find more game day recipes at 
honey.com.
Photos courtesy of Getty Imag-
es (main image and Baby Back 
Ribs with Honey, Chipotle and 
Mango Glaze)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL. 2318 met 
Tuesday, Jan. 28, with 14 
members weighing in and 
14 members attending the 
meeting. 

Club members recog-
nized were: Kelly Tinsman, 
TOPS weekly loser; Carmen 
Minge, KOPS weekly loser 
and KOPS drawing winner; 
Sharon Phillips, top walker; 

Janice Stevens, top exercis-
er; and Myndy Wooten, top 
cyclist.

Wooten also delivered a 
program on “Why I Didn’t 
Lose Weight.”

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets ev-
ery Tuesday in the basement 
of the Presbyterian Church. 
Weigh-in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 7 
p.m. More information is 
available by calling 217-808-

TOPS groups meet in January
0078 or 217-822-0953.

TOPS #IL 1563 met Thurs-
day, Jan. 23, with 19 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
staying for the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: JoEllen Edmonds, 
TOPS weekly best loser; Sue 
Bennett and Janet Embry, 
KOPS best losers.

Club members walked 12 
miles in the preceding week.    

Marcella Coy’s program 

was “10 ways to keep 
warm this winter.”

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the 
Highland Manor Com-
munity Room, Paris, with 
weigh-ins beginning at 
8 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors 
and new members are al-
ways welcome and more 
information is available 
by calling 251-5190.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The recent Red Cross 
Blood Drive in Paris collected 
58 units, and two donors in-
creased their multi-gallon sta-
tus. Steve Gallagher was hon-
ored for 15 gallons and John 
Dye reached the four-gallon 
level. 

Volunteers from the Paris 
Presbyterian Church staffed 
the canteen that was supplied 
by McDonald’s, Monical’s and 
Security Finance. 

Lions Club members Brad 

and Sharon Cash and Dan 
and Velda Vice helped unload 
and load the Red Cross equip-
ment.

Other volunteers helping 
were Linda Brown, Kay Had-
dix, Mary Lou Wilson, Vicki 
Wilson and Al and Nancy En-
glebright.

The next blood draw is Feb. 
24 at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall. Call 275-3434 to volun-
teer or make an appointment 
to donate. Appointments are 
not required and walk-in do-
nors are always welcome. 

January Red Cross 
Blood Drive results
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of garage doors. 
New door sales.  Residential & 
commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck load 
delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

MOVING SALE-LOTS OF VERY NICE 
ITEMS. SEEN BY APPT ONLY. CALL 
217-808-2408 OR 217-251-8182

CLEANING OUT TAG SALE:
1170 E Wood St, Paris - Inside. Feb 
1-6, 10:00 to 4:00. We have cleaned 
out cabinets & selling several 
collections & more. Cash only.

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class A 
CDL (If interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

Local company seeking a full 
time driver. Class B CDL required. 
All local driving; competitive 
wages 100% company paid health 
insurance plus pension.  Call 
217-465-7621

Landscaper
Lift over 50 lbs., must have driver’s 
license and able to work in all 
weather conditions. Send resume to 
Box A, Prairie Press, 101 N Central, 
Paris IL 61944

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; scout 
field for weed and insect problems; 
take soil samples; other duties as 
assigned.
For more information or to apply go 
to www.threeequity.com/careers 
for application form or call Marshall 
Equity Office at 217-826-6331

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K9 Training- over 
40 yrs exp. 6 wk Beginning and 
Advance classes starting 02-02-20 
Call 217-275-3465

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $600 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave message

House for sale in Chrisman IL
Older home , 419 N Indiana 
$12,5000 OBO or contract per 
deed. Call 618-638-2249

Farmland For Sale
80 Ac. Embarrass Twp. Class BA 
soils, mostly all tillable.
44 Ac. Grandview Twp. tillable and 
timber. 128 Ac Sargent Twp. Douglas 
Co. Most all tillable.
CALL Martin Real Estate & 
Appraisals 465-6434.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 

(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 217-463-
8800. Leave message. $450.00/
month plus deposit

FOR RENT
2 Bedroom second floor apartment. 
Near downtown Marshall, Off street 
parking.
Available March 1st. Call 
217-822-6103

Daddy Daughter Dance
Sat., February 7
6:00-8:00 pm

St. Mary’s Parish Hall
DJ Music, Finger Foods

Mementos & Photos

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160083
TO: LARRY SHORT, SHARON 
MOORE, LIEN UNIT ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, 
Persons in Occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, un-
known owners or parties interested 
in said land or lots. A Petition for 
Tax Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (5). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 09-18-02-432-016, Brief 
Legal Description:  S2 T13 R12 LOT 
8 MASTER IN CHANCERY SD. , 
Certificate Number: 160083. Said 
Property was sold on 10/26/2017 
for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes 
and/or Special Assessments for the 
year 2016.  The period of redemp-
tion will expire on 6/1/2020. On 
June 15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160008
TO: JAMES T WIGGINS, LIEN 
UNIT ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of Edgar County, IL as Case No. 
2017TX1 (2). The Property is located 
at:  Permanent Index Number: 
04-19-36-200-001, Brief Legal 
Description:  S36 T 13 R 11 W 1/2 
NE & SE W OF CREEK , Certificate 
Number: 160008. Said Property 
was sold on 10/26/2017 for 
Delinquent Real Estate Taxes and/
or Special Assessments for the year 
2016.  The period of redemption 
will expire on 6/1/2020. On June 
15, 2020 at 10:00 AM the Petitioner 
will make application to such Court 
in said County for an Order for 
Issuance of a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160025
TO: EDWARD E SALBURY, MARY 
SALBURY, Persons in Occupancy or 
actual possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties interest-
ed in said land or lots. A Petition for 
Tax Deed on the property described 
below has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (3). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 08-16-26-176-013, Brief 
Legal Description:  LOTS 18 & 19 
WM JUNTGENS ADD. , Certificate 
Number: 160025. Said Property was 
sold on 10/26/2017 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2016.  The 
period of redemption will expire 
on 6/1/2020. On June 15, 2020 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of 
a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160081
TO: SIERRA GANN, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on 
the property described below has 
been filed with the Circuit Clerk 
of Edgar County, IL as Case No. 
2017TX1 (4). The Property is located 
at:  Permanent Index Number: 
09-18-02-431-002, Brief Legal 
Description:  S2 T13 R12 PT LOT 1 
THOS POWELL ADD. , Certificate 
Number: 160081. Said Property was 
sold on 10/26/2017 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2016.  The 
period of redemption will expire 
on 6/1/2020. On June 15, 2020 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of 
a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 

160121
TO: DUSTIN BOBZIN, Persons in 
Occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties interested in said land 
or lots. A Petition for Tax Deed 
on the property described below 
has been filed with the Circuit 
Clerk of Edgar County, IL as Case 
No. 2017TX1 (6). The Property 
is located at:  Permanent Index 
Number: 15-02-34-228-006, 
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 1 & 
E 1/2 LOT 2 BLK 2 S J DOUGLAS 
1ST ADD. , Certificate Number: 
160121. Said Property was sold 
on 10/26/2017 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2016.  
The period of redemption will expire 
on 6/1/2020. On June 15, 2020 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of 
a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

TAKE NOTICE CERTIFICATE NO. 
160123
TO: ANDREW RICHEY, REBECCA 
RICHEY, Persons in Occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties interested in said land or 
lots. A Petition for Tax Deed on the 
property described below has been 
filed with the Circuit Clerk of Edgar 
County, IL as Case No. 2017TX1 
(7). The Property is located 
at:  Permanent Index Number: 
15-02-34-230-011, Brief Legal 
Description:  LOTS 212 & 213 JOHN 
METCALFS 2ND ADD , Certificate 
Number: 160123. Said Property was 
sold on 10/26/2017 for Delinquent 
Real Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for the year 2016.  
The period of redemption will expire 
on 6/1/2020. On June 15, 2020 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of 
a Tax Deed.
A B Investments, Petitioner

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY 
PARIS, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF PARIS, 

Plaintiff, 
VS. 

DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY ) BROWN, 

REALTAX DEVELOPERS, LTD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 

NON-RECORD ) CLAIMANTS 
Defendants. 

2019-MR-70
LIS PENDENS NOTICE COMPLAINT 
FOR ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 
AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS 
Notice is hereby given to DANIEL 
WARREN BROWN, CAROLYN KAY 
BROWN, REALTAX DEVELOPERS, 
LTD, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMAINTS that 
a complaint has been filed in the 
above entitled cause on December 
23, 2019, requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 
buildings, and other relief. 
(0) The name of the plaintiff and the 
case number are identified above. 
(ii) The Court in which said action 
was brought is identified above. 
(iii) The names of the title holders 
of record are DANIEL WARREN 
BROWN and CAROLYN KAY BROWN 
(iv) The legal description of the 
subject real estate is: 
A part of Out Lot No. 264 to the 
City of Paris, Edgar County, Illinois, 
described as beginning at a point 65 
feet East of the intersection of the 
North Line of Wood Street with the 
East Line of Young Street; thence 
North parallel with the East Line of 
Young Street to a point 272.9 feet 
South of the South Line of Milton 
Street (formerly Dill Street); thence 
West 65 feet to the East Line of 
Young Street 274.6 feet South of the 
South Line of Milton Street; thence 
South along the East Line of Young 
Street to the North Line of Wood 
Street; thence East 65 feet to the 
place of beginning. 
PREIN: 09-18-01-280-005 
(v) Common address of subject real 
estate is: 
501 E. Wood St., Paris, IL 61944 
DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY BROWN, REALTAX 
DEVELOPERS, LTD, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS are served by 
Publication of this Notice. 
Unless DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY BROWN, REALTAX 
DEVELOPERS, LTD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS file an answer 
to the Complaint in this 
case or otherwise make an 
appearance in this case on or 
before February 18, 2020, a 
default judgment may be entered 
against DANIEL WARREN BROWN, 
CAROLYN KAY BROWN, REALTAX 
DEVELOPERS, LTD, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after that 
day in accordance with the reme-
dies requested in the Complaint. 
Angela R. Barrett CIRCUIT CLERK 
FRUIN & KASH Richard M. Kash, Jr. 
129 North Central Avenue Paris, IL 
61944 Telephone: (217) 465-4196 
Fax: (217) 466-1213

 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY           PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF DIANA O’BANION, Deceased   

No. 2019 P 57

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
DIANA O’BANION.  Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
26, 2019 to LYNN PARIS, 9 SOUTH 
LAKEVIEW, DANVILLE, IL 61832, 
as Independent Administrator 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, within six months from 
the date of first publication 
of this Notice, or if applicable, 
within three (3) months from the 

date of the mailing or delivery 
of this notice, whichever is later, 
and any claim not filed within 
the applicable period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.   
 
LYNN PARIS,    
Independent Administrator
 
FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(10)     FILED 
January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; CHRISTOPHER 
DUZAN; JESSE JONES; TINA JONES; 
OCCUPANT; MICHAEL JONES;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of the 
Petition for Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:

Lots Nos. 8 and 9 in Acord and 
Kirchner’s Addition to the Village of 
Kansas, as shown by Plat thereof in 
Plat Book 4 page 110 of the records 
of Edgar County, Illinois, in Edgar 
County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 08-16-27-
227-005 and 08-16-27-227-006

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 2017 
for general taxes of the year 2016.  
The period of redemption will expire 
June 1, 2020.

Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEEDNO. 2017TX1(11)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ARROW FINANCIAL 
SERVICES AS ASSIGNEE OF GE 
MONEY BANK; PROSPECT BANK 
AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE U/T/A 
DATED 10/19/01 A/K/A TRUST 
NO. 455-502; OCCUPANT; IBUSH 
MALOVSKI; MAJLINDA MALOVSKI; 
SAVDI MALOVSKI; SADEDIN 
MALOVSKI A/K/A SAM MALOVSKI; 
RABIJE MALOVSKI; ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
SECURITY; ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 
ILLINOIS; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE; U.S. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL; U.S. ATTORNEY 
GENERAL-SOUTHERN DISTRICT; 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; 
WILLIAM W. BARNHART, JR.; 
JAYNE A. BARNHART; WILLIAM 
W. BARNHART; HAWKEYE FOOD 
SERVICE DISTRIBUTION INC.; 
HAWKEYE FUND SERVICE 
DISTRIBUTION INC.; THOMS-
PROESTLER COMPANY LLC;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of the 
Petition for Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:

PART OF THE EAST HALF OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH, 
RANGE 12 WEST OF THE 2ND 
P.M., EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE EAST HALF OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 25; THENCE NORTHERLY 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF THE 
EAST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 25 
FOR 663.2 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 
DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 09 MINUTES 
40 SECONDS TO THE RIGHT 
EASTERLY FOR 517 FEET; THENCE 
DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 09 MINUTES 
40 SECONDS TO THE RIGHT 
SOUTHERLY FOR 582.54 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT 31 DEGREES 00 
MINUTES 20 SECONDS TO THE LEFT 
SOUTHEASTERLY FOR 29.02 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT FOR 58 DEGREES 
31 MINUTES 23 SECONDS TO THE 
LEFT EASTERLY FOR 250 FEET; 
THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES 
TO THE RIGHT SOUTHERLY FOR 
50 FEET; THENCE DEFLECT 90 
DEGREES TO THE RIGHT WESTERLY 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 25 FOE 782 FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING 8.146 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, ACCORDING TO PLAT OF 
SURVEY MADE ON JULY 20, 1983, 
BY CHARLES J. BECHER, ILLINOIS 
REGISTERED LAND SURVEYOR NO. 
1957.
Property Index Number 
09-13-25-100-013

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 2017 
for general taxes of the year 2016.  
The period of redemption will expire 
June 1, 2020.
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, 
Attorney for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(12)     
FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ALISAN RANEY; 
DAVID WAYNE HENDERSON; 
OCCUPANT; DIANE FANCHER; 
JASON HENDERSON; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF DIANE 
FANCHER;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of the 

Petition for Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:

All that part of part of Lot No. 1 of the 
County Clerk’s Subdivision of the 
West Half of the Northeast Quarter 
and of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 36, in Township 14 North 
and in Range 12 West of the 2nd P.M. 
lying South of the diversion channel 
of the Paris Water Works, being 6.47 
acres, more or less, as shown by 
the plat of said Subdivision in Plat 
Book 2, Page 21 of the Records of 
Edgar County, Illinois, and being a 
part of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter of said Section 
36.

Subject to a life estate for the 
life of Diane Fancher in and to 
the residence situated upon the 
premises, including existing yard 
and an easement for ingress, egress 
and utilities.  Diane Fancher’s life 
estate shall be residence, yard and 
easement only and shall not include 
other portions of the premises.
Property Index Number 
09-13-36-200-036

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 
2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption will 
expire June 1, 2020. Kathleen A. 
Kyndberg, Attorney for Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(13)    
 FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; LYNN JACKSON; 
SUSAN J. MAGER; OCCUPANT; 
KERMIN TINKHAM; KENNETH 
QUINN, JR.; GEOFFREY SWINFORD; 
RICHARD MARTINEZ; SIDNEY 
LITTLE; DAULTON PARDI;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of the 
Petition for Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:

TRACT I:  The East 50 feet of even 
width of Lot No. 19 in M.M. Dill’s 
Second or Woodland Addition to 
the Town, now City of Paris, in Edgar 
County, Illinois.

AND

TRACT II:  A part of Out Lot No. 4 
to the City of Paris, described as 
beginning at a point in the North 
line of said Out Lot, 469 feet East 
of the Northwest Corner thereof, 
thence South 338 feet to the North 
line of Blackburn Street in said City, 
thence East with the North Line of 
Blackburn Street to the Southwest 
Corner of Out Lot No. 3 in said City, 
thence North with the West line of 
said Out Lot No. 3 to the Northwest 
Corner thereof, thence East with the 
North line of said Out Lot No. 3 to 
the East line of said Out Lot No. 4, 
thence North 14 rods and 18 links 
to the North line of said Out Lot 
No. 4, thence West 560 feet, more 
or less, to the place of beginning, 
EXCEPT for that part of Out Lot No. 4 
described in the following tract:

Beginning at a point 20 rods West 
of the Southeast Corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 36, Township 
14 North, Range 12 West of the 2nd 
P.M., thence West on the South lines 
of Out Lot No. 3 and Out Lot No. 4 to 
the City of Paris, a distance of 420 
feet, thence North parallel with the 
East lines of said Out Lots Nos. 3 and 
4, a distance of 150 feet, thence East 
420 feet to a point on the East line of 
Out Lot No. 4, 150 feet North of the 
place of beginning, thence South to 
the place of beginning; AND EXCEPT 
for that real estate described as:  
Beginning on the Northwest Corner 
of Lot No. 6 of James Findley’s 
Subdivision of Out Lot 3 and part 
of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, IL; 
thence North 190 feet to the North 
line of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, 
IL; thence East on said North line 
for a distance of 70 feet; thence 
South for a distance of 190 feet to 
the Northeast Corner of Lot No. 6 in 
James Findley’s Subdivision of Out 
Lot 3 and part of Out Lot 4 in the 
City of Paris, IL; thence West 70 feet 
to the place of beginning, all in the 
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 36, Township 
14 North, Range 12 West of the 2nd 
P.M.; ALSO EXCEPT beginning at 
the Northeast Corner of Lot 5 of 
James Findley’s Subdivision of Out 
Lot 3 and a part of Out Lot 4 in the 
City of Paris, IL; thence North 190 
feet to the North line of Out Lot 4 
in the City of Paris, IL; thence West 
along the North line of Out Lot 4 for 
a distance of 70 feet; thence South 
for a distance of 190 feet to the 
Northwest Corner of Lot 5 of James 
Findley’s Subdivision of Out Lot 3 
and a part of Out Lot 4; thence East 
70 feet to the place of beginning, 
all in the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 36, 
Township 14 North, Range 12 West 
of the 2nd P.M.; Edgar County, IL; 
including an easement of access 10 
feet in width along and parallel with 
the North line of James Findley’s 
Subdivision of Out Lot 3 and a part 
of Out Lot 4 in the City of Paris, IL, 
as shown by plat of said Subdivision 
of record at Plat Book 4, Page 89 of 
the Records of Edgar County, IL, and 
thence South parallel with the West 
line of said Subdivision to Blackburn 
St., Paris, IL in Edgar County.

Property Index Number 09-13-36-
406-013 and 09-13-36-407-006

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 2017 
for general taxes of the year 2016.  
The period of redemption will expire 
June 1, 2020.   

   Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney for 
Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(14)  
   FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; FARMERS HOME 
ADMINISTRATION; HERSHEL R. 
KESSLER; MARY L. KESSLER; 
OCCUPANT; USDA;  UNKNOWN 
OWNERS OR PARTIES INTERESTED; 
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of the 
Petition for Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:

Lot No. 63 in Westview Second 
Addition to the City of Paris, as 
shown by Plat of said Addition 
recorded March 3, 1977, in Plat Book 
4, Page 184 of the Records of Edgar 
County, Illinois; situated in Edgar 
County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-405-024

 On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 
p.m. the Petitioner intends to make 
application for an order on the 
petition that a Tax Deed be issued. 
The real estate was sold on October 
26, 2017 for general taxes of the year 
2016.  The period of redemption will 
expire June 1, 2020.
 
   Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney for 
Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

TAX DEED NO. 2017TX1(15)   
  FILED January 28, 2020

TAKE NOTICE

TO: AUGUST H. GRIFFIN, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK; ALLENCIA BAPP; 
NICHOLAS A. WILLIAMS; IVAN L.B. 
WILLIAMS; ZACHARY I. WILLIAMS; 
GEORGENA WILLIAMS; OCCUPANT; 
KANDICE BAPP; UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF GEORGENA 
WILLIAMS;  UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED; AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the filing of the 
Petition for Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:

Lot No. 11 and the East 50 feet of 
even width of Lot No. 12 in Jacob H. 
Taflinger’s First Addition to the City 
of Paris.  In Edgar County, Illinois.
Property Index Number 
09-18-02-477-005

On June 4, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. the 
Petitioner intends to make appli-
cation for an order on the petition 
that a Tax Deed be issued. The real 
estate was sold on October 26, 2017 
for general taxes of the year 2016.  
The period of redemption will expire 
June 1, 2020.
 
   
Kathleen A. Kyndberg, Attorney for 
Petitioner
   
(618) 457-4586

2020
NOTICE OF ELECTION OF 

DIRECTORS
To All Owners And Occupiers Of 

Lands Lying Within The Boundaries 
Of The Edgar County Soil And Water 

Conservation District:

Notice is hereby given that an 
Election will be held on the 25th 
of day of February, 2020 at 6:30 
a.m. until 5:30 p.m., at the USDA 
BUILDING, 11757 IL HIGHWAY 1, 

PARIS, ILLINOIS. Three (3) Directors 
will be elected to serve the Edgar 

County Soil and Water Conservation 
District of the State of Illinois.

All persons, firms or corporations 
who hold legal title or are in legal 

possession of any land lying within 
the boundaries of the said district 
are eligible to vote at said election, 
whether as lessee, renter, tenant or 
otherwise. Only such persons, firms 
or corporations are eligible to vote.

William Guyer

Chairman Edgar County Soil and 
Water Conservation District

DATE: 7th day of January, 2020

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Commissioners of the 
below indicated District, filed their 
2018-2019 Annual Financial Report, 
covering the last fiscal year for the 
District, with the Clerk of the Sixth 
Judicial Circuit, Douglas County, 
Illinois. Any owner of land within the 
District may file an objection to said 
Report with the Clerk of the Court 
within (10) days of the publication of 
this Notice.

Drainage District #1 of Newman and 
Murdock 64-L-9607

Julie Mills, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court,S ixth Judicial Circuit, Douglas 
County, Illinois

ON OR AFTER MARCH 1, 2020: 
Items held in the name of Danny 
and Martha Gosnell, last known 
address 609 Arthur Street, Paris, IL 
61944, will be sold and/or disposed 
of in accordance with Illinois 
Storage Lien Act 770 ILCS-45.

Paris Transport, Inc Storage
Paris, IL 61944
217-466-8175

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Paris 
Community Unit School District 

No. 4, Edgar County, Paris, Illinois 
is accepting bids for exterior door 

replacement. Bids must be received 
by 10:00 am on February 18, 2020 

in the Office of the Superintendent, 
15601 US Hwy 150, Paris, IL 

61944. For more information, 
please contact Danette Young at 

(217)465-5391.

Board of Education

Paris Community Unit School 
District No. 4

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN. Downsizing! (Part 2)

Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More! 
Auction Begins To Close Monday, Feb. 10th at 4pm IL Time

Pickup Date: Wed. Feb. 12th, 1pm-4pm IL Time
Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

BROWSE AND BID NOW!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Bidding Opens: Wed. Feb. 12th

Bidding Begins To Close: Wed. Feb. 26th @ 4pm IL Time
Antiques, Quality Furniture, Collectibles & More!

Visit us at calliebaberuction.com & click “ONLINE BIDDING!”
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This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is 
provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is 
provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

OLD VANCE SCHOOL PHOTOS GIVE A GLIMPSE OF THE STUDENTS OF YESTERYEAR

Special to The Prairie Press
The back of this 1947 Vance fourth grade students photo was 
inscribed with handwritten names. There was no key identifying 
which name went with which student but it may be reading left 
to right, starting with the back row and moving forward. Some 
names were hard to decipher so the spelling may not be accu-
rate: Junior Ward, Faye Prince, Nancy Tolliver, Kenneth Collier, 
Betty Redmon, Verna Emrick, Donald Wilson, Ann Shepherd, 
Stephanie Steidl, Jerry Jones, Carol Church, Sondra Carpenter, 
Ina Nell Gosnell, Linda Mathews, Bobby McHenry, Gail Hurst, 
Zippy Irish, David Zucker, Billy Van Gilder and Donnie Morecraft.

Special to The Prairie Press
The people in this old Vance School second grade photo are 
front row, left to right, Julia Hickle, Raymond Ogle, Jerry Jones, 
Linda Mathews, Robert Brown, Larry Harmon, Patty O’Hair, 
Wayne Stump and Donnie Moorecraft; back row, left to right, 
Joyce Titus, Ethel Gosnell, Ina Nell Gosnell, Barbara Nalile, 
Sondra Carpenter, Nelson Connelly, Karen Babb, Nora Lehman, 
Ronnie Adkins and Zippy Irish. Some names were hard to deci-
pher so there may be misspellings.

Special to The Prairie Press

The back of the 1947 photo of Vance School third grade class 
identifies the students as Bobby McHenry, Ina Nell Gosnell, Ron-
nie Adkins, Zippy Irish, Sondra Carpenter, Leola Carroll, Jerry 
Jones, Norma Lehman, Donnie Morecraft, Faye Prince, Stephanie 
Steidl, Raymond Ogle, Charles Huleing and Karen Babb. Some 
names were hard to decipher so there may be misspellings.

Edgar County, IL Farmland Auction
254.86 +/- Acres Productive Tillable Farmland - Offered in 2 Tracts

Tuesday, February 25th  – 10 AM Central
Tract 1: 94.86 +/- acres in Sec. 18 Kansas Twp., 
Productivity Index 138.6 and improved with 2 grain 
bins totaling 29,000 bushels.
Tract 2: 160 +/- acres in Sec. 17 Kansas Twp., 
Productivity Index 137.8
Quality Soils & Open Tenancy!
Auction Location: Edgar County 4-H Building in Paris, IL

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — Follow-
ing last year’s historically suc-
cessful state fair season which 
generated record-breaking 
revenue and the highest grand-
stand attendance in years, Illi-
nois State Fair Manager Kevin 
Gordon announced six of the 
eleven concerts for the 2020 
Illinois State Fair today.

Country music megastar 
Toby Keith brings his ‘Coun-
try Comes to Town’ tour to 
the 2020 Illinois State Fair on 
Sunday night, Aug. 16, capping 
a full day of special activities 
for our State’s veterans on Vet-
erans Day at the Fair.  Fittingly, 
Craig Morgan — a U.S. Army 
veteran himself – will serve as 
Keith’s opening act.

Keith, a multi-platinum 
selling singer and songwriter, 
has sold more than 40 million 
albums worldwide during a ca-
reer spanning 25 years.  He has 
had 61 singles on Billboard’s 
Country Charts including 20 
number one hit songs. Hits 
like “How Do You Like Me 
Now?!,” “Should’ve Been A 
Cowboy,” and “As Good As I 
Once Was” have made Keith 
a can’t miss country concert 

across the nation.  In addition, 
to what Keith himself de-
scribes as his most rewarding 
experiences, his 11 USO Tours 
to date have enhanced the 
lives of nearly 256,000 troops 
and military families in 18 
countries with more than 285 
events.  He was recognized for 
his commitment with the Spir-
it of the USO Award (2014).

Veteran Craig Morgan is 
best known for his hit single 
“That’s What I Love About 
Sunday,” but has had six songs 
– including “International Har-
vester” and “Bonfire” –reach 
the Billboard Chart’s top ten.  

Country’s rising superstars 
also are slated to hit the Illinois 
Lottery Grandstand stage this 
year with Kane Brown head-
lining the concert on the Fair’s 
first full day, Friday, Aug. 14 
and Chris Young performing 
on Tuesday night, Aug. 18. 

Debuting at No. 1 on the 
Billboard 200, Kane Brown’s 
newest album “Experiment” 
was released in November 
2018.  

The acclaimed singer/song-
writer, who first rose to star-
dom on social media, released 
his first full-length album, 
self-titled “Kane Brown,” in 

December 2016. The hit sin-
gle "What Ifs" came from the 
album, and in October 2017, 
Brown became the first artist 
to have simultaneous number 
ones on all five main Billboard 
country charts. 

Following a record year on 
the road in 2019 playing to 
more than 400,000 fans on his 
headlining tour, multi-plati-
num entertainer Chris Young 
will bring his arena/amphithe-
ater “Town Ain’t Big Enough 
World Tour 2020” to Spring-
field on Tuesday, Aug. 18. He 
will be joined by multi-plat-
inum performer Scotty Mc-
Creery as direct support along 
with Payton Smith.

In what is sure to be one 
of the Fair’s most hopping 
nights at the Grandstand, 
Wednesday, Aug. 19, features 
award-winning rapper, actor 
and producer LL Cool J.  A 
two-time Grammy Award 
winner, LL Cool J is best 
known for hip-hop favor-
ites “Mama Said Knock You 
Out,” “Going Back to Cali,” 
and “Hey Lover.”  In 2010, 
VH1 placed him on their “100 
Greatest Artists of All Time” 
list and in 2017, LL Cool J 
became the first rapper to be 

First round of grandstand concerts announced for 2020 Illinois State Fair
honored with the Kennedy 
Center Honors.

Yet another genre will be 
the highlight of Thursday 
night, Aug. 20, as legendary 
post-grunge alternative rock 
artists Puddle of Mudd and 
special guests Fuel, as well as 
Trapt and Tantric, will slash 
their way through their electric 
sets.  The Fair is offering spe-
cial pricing for this show, with 
all tickets – including seats in 
the Grandstand and standing 
room only on the track – cost-

ing only $12 each.   
With Puddle of Mudd hav-

ing sold more than 7 million 
albums to date and having a 
string of number one main-
stream rock hits, including 
“Control” and “She Hates Me” 
off their triple-platinum album 
“Come Clean;” and with Fuel 
having their massive hit single 
“Shimmer,” and their second 
album hitting multi-platinum 
driven by the singles “Inno-
cent” and “Hemorrhage,” 
which remained at #1 for 10 

weeks, this is sure to be one 
rocking night at the Fair with 
the additional support from 
Trapt and Tantric.

At an even greater bargain, 
The Traveling Salvation Show 
plays a free show Senior Night 
at the Fair, Aug. 17.  The Neil 
Diamond Tribute returns this 
year after inclement weather 
pushed up the start time of 
last year’s scheduled perfor-
mance which caused many 
disappointed fans to miss this 
concert.  



BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois’ top 
fiscal and investment officers touted 
some of the economic policy initia-
tives laid out by Gov. JB Pritzker in his 
State of the State speech Wednesday 
and stressed the importance of con-
tinuing to balance the budget. 

The credit ratings agencies’ view 
that Illinois has better financial stabil-
ity than it did a year ago means, “more 
dollars are going into our roads and 
bridges and our schools than into Wall 
Street bankers’ pockets,” Treasurer Mi-
chael Frerichs said. 

Ethics reforms will ensure state 
officials are, “always looking for the 
opportunity to stand up for taxpay-

ers and to be an advocate for them,” 
Comptroller Susana Mendoza said. 
Her office is backing measures to ad-
dress the current corrupt red light 
camera system and eliminate the exit 
bonus some lawmakers get when they 
leave office.

And while it is, “good to see a gov-
ernor talking about positive aspects of 
our state,” Frerichs said, “it’s clear we 
have financial issues that will need to 
be addressed.”

He said his office is, “doing what 
we can to help out.” It increased the 
amount of interest money Illinois’ 
investment accounts generated from 
$49 million when he took office to 
$340 million last year. It also instituted 
programs designed to help residents 

save for college and retirement.
Mendoza said the implementation 

of the Debt Transparency Act, which 
the General Assembly approved in 
2017 on a bipartisan basis, helped 
open up the books and tackle the fi-
nancial crisis caused when Illinois ran 
more than two years without a budget. 
With the information state agencies 
were mandated to send her office, it 
was able to address outstanding bills.

“The more we know about our con-
dition, good news and bad news, the 
easier it is going to be for us to actually 
collectively work together to move the 
ball forward for Illinoisans,” she said.

Frerichs said the next step is hearing 
whether Pritzker has, “a plan to make 
sure we continue to have a balanced 
budget and we’re able to pay down our 
backlog of bills.”

Mahomet Republican Sen. Chapin 
Rose, who is one of the Senate GOP’s 
top budgeteers, agreed with that sen-
timent. Still, Rose said despite the 
rosy view of Illinois’ financial footing 
described by the governor, he thinks, 
“we’re in a pause in the crisis, if you 
will, a sort of calm before the storm.”

Based on Pritzker’s five-year pro-
jected financial plan, Rose said he ex-
pects the upcoming budget to have a 
$1.8 billion gap.

“I think that the first stop in fiscal 
restraint is stop digging the hole. Any 
new spending should be paused for 
the next fiscal year,” he said. “We won’t 
know what, if anything, the governor 
is proposing to do until (his budget 
address), although he’s hinted and he 
certainly made promises on some of 
those.”

NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
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SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HALBROOK (R)
217-782-8398
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com
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HAVE YOUR SAY

BY JERRY NOWICKI
AND PETER HANCOCK
news@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB 
Pritzker struck a tone of op-
timism and accomplishment 
in his annual State of the State 
Address on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
declaring, “the old patronage 
system needs to die,” as he out-
lined his policy goals for 2020. 

“Those who would shout 
doom and gloom might be 
loud – using social media bots 
and paid hacks to advance 
their false notions – but they 
are not many,” Pritzker said in 
his speech to members of the 
House and Senate on the floor 
of the House. “You see, we’re 
wresting the public conversa-
tion in Illinois back from peo-
ple concerned with one thing 
and one thing only — pre-
dicting total disaster, spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
promoting it, and then doing 
everything in their power to 
make it happen.” 

The governor laid out broad 
policy goals in the speech, 
emphasizing a need for ethics 
reform in the wake of an ongo-
ing federal investigation which 
resulted in a guilty plea on brib-
ery and tax fraud charges from 
former Democratic state Sen. 
Martin Sandoval on Tuesday. 

“And now we have to work 
together to confront a scourge 
that has been plaguing our po-
litical system for far too long. 

We must root out the purvey-
ors of greed and corruption — 
in both parties — whose pres-
ence infects the bloodstream of 
government,” he said. 

Pritzker spoke of revolv-
ing-door prohibitions and lob-
bying bans for sitting lawmak-
ers. 

He also emphasized pension 
reform and reforming the crim-
inal justice system by phasing 
out cash bail among other leg-
islative action. 

He urged clean energy re-
forms, but said, “the old ways of 
negotiating energy legislation 
are over. It’s time to put con-
sumers and climate first. I’m 
not going to sign an energy bill 
written by the utility compa-
nies.” 

Pritzker said it’s time to 
empower local governments 
to consolidate some of the 
7,000 government units in the 
state,  and he emphasized, “job 
creation, education and job 
training programs, child care 
and pre-school, and a focus on 
building essential tools of suc-
cess such as high-speed Inter-
net in all corners of our state.”

But for Republicans watch-
ing the speech there was a ma-
jor omission: a commitment to 
a proposal they call fair maps, 
which would take the power of 
drawing legislative districts out 
of the hands of lawmakers and 
give it to an independent com-
mission. 

“I've never seen this state 
so divided against Chicago as 
what I see it now and I, as I talk 
to people, the biggest reason for 
that is the Democrats have giv-
en themselves so much power 
and such a supermajority by 
gerrymandering maps,” Senate 
Minority Leader Bill Brady, a 
Republican from Blooming-
ton, said. “The rest of the peo-
ple in the state feel neglected.” 

He said partisan-drawn legis-
lative maps, “lead to the corrup-
tion that we have,” by allowing 
corrupt elected officials to re-
main in power by tipping the 
electoral scales in their favor.

While Brady called Pritzker’s 
address a good speech – one 
that was often threaded with 
bipartisan applause – he and 
fellow Republicans said they 
wanted to see a greater focus on 
growing jobs.

“I think the speech was well 
written, and the bipartisan ap-
plause was much about the sto-
rytelling,” he said. 

Pritzker devoted much of his 
speech to celebrating accom-
plishments from 2019 – pas-
sage of a balanced budget; a $45 
billion capital improvements 
bill; legalization of recreational 
marijuana; and criminal justice 
reforms that mean people will 
no longer have their driver’s 
licenses suspended or revoked 
for unpaid parking tickets or 
fines.

But he said more needs to be 

done in the coming year, espe-
cially in promoting racial diver-
sity and social equity.

“Bit by bit, inch by inch, I 
am working hard to reverse 
the harm that has been done 
to people and communities 
that have been left behind over 
many generations by govern-
ment policies and elected offi-
cials who were content to sim-
ply ignore them,” Pritzker said.

Those remarks received high 
praise from members of the Il-
linois Legislative Black Caucus. 
But they also said they intend 
to make sure Pritzker follows 
through on the commitment, 
especially in the distribution of 
jobs created through the capital 
plan.

“There are no other com-
munities in the state of Illinois 
that have been ignored like 
the black communities,” Rep. 
La Shawn K. Ford, a Chicago 
Democrat, said during a black 
caucus news conference after 
Pritzker’s speech. “So we are 
grateful that we voted for al-
most a $50 billion capital bill to 
rebuild Illinois. … That means 
that this caucus will stand 
strong to work with the gover-
nor’s administration and urge 
our constituents to urge the 
governor to rebuild our black 
communities.”

While the policy agenda that 
Pritzker laid out focused main-
ly on positive-sounding initia-
tives, the issue of ethics reform 

was foremost on the minds of 
most lawmakers, Republicans 
and Democrats.

Their concerns were height-
ened this week after Sandoval’s 
guilty plea. And they are sure 
to be a focus of attention next 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, when former 
Rep. Luis Arroyo, a Chicago 
Democrat, is scheduled to be 
arraigned on federal bribery 
charges.

“On Jan. 9, I was sworn in as 
a state representative and that 
afternoon I was called a corrupt 
politician,” freshman Rep. Mau-
rice West, a Rockford Dem-
ocrat, said during the black 
caucus news conference. “And 
though I could get mad about 
that, I couldn’t because of the 
history of how things have been 
operating in our state.”

Veteran state Sen. Dale 
Righter, a Mattoon Republican 
who has announced he won’t 
seek re-election this year, said 
he was disappointed in how 
little Pritzker spoke about the 
need for ethics reform.

“The governor who is the 
leader of a party that is drown-
ing in corruption devoted four 
paragraphs of an 80-paragraph 
speech to corruption,” Righter 
said in an interview. “He spent 
twice as much time talking 
about the flags outside the 
Thompson Center than he did 
about corruption within his 
own party. He missed a huge 
opportunity here.”

House Republican Lead-
er Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, said in a separate news 
conference there is broad bipar-
tisan support for ethics reform. 
But he argued the roadblock to 
passing such reforms is House 
Speaker Michael Madigan.

“I would just say it's up to 
him,” Durkin said in a news 
conference. “He's the one who 
has the agenda. He's the one 
who calls the bills on wheth-
er or not they're going to be 
placed in a committee or for a 
vote. So he needs to know that 
we're willing to move forward.”

Madigan, the Chicago Dem-
ocrat who has been speaker for 
all but two years since 1983, 
said, “for the first time in a long 
time, we come into a legislative 
session with the opportunity to 
build on success.”

“While we have seen major 
steps forward, we have also 
seen the good work of the 
many honest members of this 
Legislature be overshadowed 
too often by the wrongdoing of 
individuals who have sought to 
put themselves first,” Madigan 
said. “It’s clear that we must 
take significant steps within the 
coming weeks to restore confi-
dence in state government. But 
let’s be clear: bad actors will 
always try to game the system 
and break the law. We must 
commit to sending the clearest 
sign the game is over and every 
step will be taken to prosecute.” 
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Sen. Chapin Rose, R-Ma-
homet: “Governor Pritzker 
gave a good speech laying 
out his vision for Illinois. But, 
after the much vaunted sum-
mer/fall property tax relief 
task force empowered by the 
Democrat majorities implod-
ed, I definitely would have 
liked to hear more specifics 
from the Governor on the 
issue of property tax relief for 
working families. 

“On ethics reform, I don’t 
see how you can have ethics 
reform that doesn’t tackle 
changing the way legislative 
redistricting is done. As I see 
it, as long as legislators are 
drawing their own districts 
- for their own self-interest - 
you are going to continue to 
have problems.  His speech 
didn’t have a single word de-
voted to Fair Maps and I think 
he missed a major opportuni-
ty.  It is beyond time to give 
the people of Illinois their 
state back.”

Rep. Mike Madigan, 
D-Chicago (Speaker of the 
House): “I want to thank 
Governor Pritzker for offer-
ing a straightforward assess-
ment of the state of our state. 
For the first time in a long 
time, we come into a legisla-
tive session with the opportu-
nity to build on success. Last 
spring, we worked across the 
aisle to balance the budget; 
we enacted reforms backed 
by the state’s leading business 
groups that will help small 
and medium-sized employers 
grow; we created innovative 
new job training programs; 
we fought to rein in the cost 
of health care and prescrip-
tion drugs; we took critical 
steps toward property tax 
relief; and we began the pro-
cess of replacing Illinois’ un-
fair tax system with one that 
provides relief for the middle 
class while making million-
aires and billionaires pay their 
fair share.

“There is more work to be 
done, though. Building on 
this progress means we must 
continue to make the tough 
decisions to balance the bud-
get and pay down old bills, 
while ensuring critical ser-
vices like our schools, senior 
care, career and vocational 
education, domestic violence 
shelters and breast cancer 
screenings are funded.

“While we have seen major 
steps forward, we have also 
seen the good work of the 
many honest members of this 
Legislature be overshadowed 
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too often by the wrong-
doing of individuals who 
have sought to put them-
selves first. It’s clear that we 
must take significant steps 
within the coming weeks 
to restore confidence in 
state government. But let’s 
be clear: bad actors will 
always try to game the sys-
tem and break the law. We 
must commit to sending 
the clearest sign the game 
is over and every step will 
be taken to prosecute.

“House Democrats 
stand ready to work with 
Governor Pritzker and 
our Republican colleagues 
to balance our budgets, 
enact lobbying and ethics 
reforms, make health care 
more affordable, expand 
educational opportunities 
to build an economy that 
works for all, and contin-
ue building a stronger Illi-
nois.”

Rep. Chris Miller, 
R-Oakland: “Illinois still 
needs significant reforms 
to address not only our fis-
cal issues but also the cor-
ruption that has plagued 
our government. This week 
we saw the first conviction 
of an elected official — the 
result of the ongoing feder-
al investigations into public 
corruption in Illinois.  To 
restore the trust in our gov-
ernment, we need greater 
ethics reform now more 
than ever.  I am optimistic 
the Governor will stand by 
his word today to make this 
a priority.

“To that end, redistrict-
ing reform is one clear way 
we can help root out this 
culture of corruption and 
keep elected officials in 
check.  Doing so will not 
only restore trust in our 
government but provide 
the future Illinois families 
deserve.”

Rep. Brad Halbrook, 
R-Shelbyville: “I hear all 
of the time from people 
who are either planning 
on leaving Illinois or are 
actively considering it. 
People are tired of the bad 
policies and the lack of 
concern for what is hap-
pening in Illinois and they 
are voting with their feet. 
Illinois has had positive job 
growth, but this is a direct 
result of the Trump econ-
omy. The Illinois economy 
could have seen even more 
growth had our state gov-
ernment done a better job 
managing the budget and 
the state economy.” 

Special to the Prairie Press

Gov. J.B. Pritzker greets state representatives. Pritzker delivered an optimistic 
State of the State Address on Wednesday, which Treasurer Michael Frerichs said 
was refreshing, but said Illinois still has urgent financial matters to solve.

Comptroller, Treasurer talk fiscal state

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov-
ernment reform advocates 
told a panel of state lawmak-
ers Thursday that Illinois has 
some of the weakest govern-
mental ethics rules in the 
country and that lawmakers 
should put more teeth into 
them if they hope to regain the 
trust of the public.

“For me, the disheartening 
part of all of it is not that so 
many lawmakers at all levels 
of government have strayed 
so far from the rules and have 
overshadowed the good work 
of ethical lawmakers, but that 
so many across our state kind 
of react to this news with a 

shrug,” said Georgia Logo-
thetis, assistant director of the 
watchdog group Common 
Cause Illinois. “It’s a kind of 
disheartened acceptance that, 
well, this is just the way things 
work in Illinois.”

Logothetis was part of a 
panel of reform advocates 
who testified before the Joint 
Commission on Ethics and 
Lobbying Reform. The com-
mission was formed last year 
in the wake of federal investi-
gations that led to indictments 
against three sitting state law-
makers, two of whom have 
since resigned.

Thursday’s hearing, the third 
since the panel was formed, 
focused on the state’s Govern-
mental Ethics Act, and specifi-
cally its provisions dealing with 
conflicts of interest and finan-
cial disclosure requirements.

While some states specifi-
cally prohibit lawmakers and 
other public officials from 

acting on issues in which they 
have a direct financial interest, 
Illinois has no such provision. 

In fact, the only thing the Illi-
nois law says about conflicts of 
interest is that when they arise, 
lawmakers, “should consider 
the possibility of eliminating 
the interest causing the con-
flict.”

“If that is not feasible,” the 
statute continues, “he should 
consider the possibility of ab-
staining from such official ac-
tion.”

Marie Dillon, policy direc-
tor for the Better Government 
Association, a Chicago-based 
advocacy group, said that law 
was the result of a 1965 study 
commission that initially rec-
ommended mandatory rules, 
along with penalties and public 
reporting for violators. Those 
suggestions were rejected by 
lawmakers at the time.

“So, we ended up with a law 
that leaves it up to individu-

al legislators to decide if they 
have a conflict of interest and, 
if so, what to do about it,” Dil-
lon said. “As a taxpayer, I have 
to say emphatically, that’s not 
good enough.”

Nicholas Birdsong, a poli-
cy specialist for the National 
Conference of State Legisla-
tures, said conflict of interest 
laws vary widely among the 
states. He said 35 states re-
quire lawmakers to recuse 
themselves from votes in 
which they have a conflict of 
interest and 13 states, includ-
ing Illinois, leave the decision 
up to the lawmaker.

In Tennessee, where the 
rules are different in each 
chamber, the state House has 
a mandatory recusal policy 
and the state Senate has a dis-
cretionary policy. Utah, Bird-
song said, requires legislators 
to vote if they are present, re-
gardless of whether they have 
a conflict.

Illinois ethics laws among the weakest in the nation
Advocates urge 
stricter rules on 
conflicts of interest, 
financial disclosure


	A001 PP020120
	A002 PP020120
	A003 PP020120
	A004 PP020120
	A005 PP020120
	A006 PP020120
	A007 PP020120
	A008 PP020120
	A009 PP020120
	A010 PP020120
	A011 PP020120
	A012 PP020120
	B001 PP020120
	B002 PP020120
	B003 PP020120
	B004 PP020120
	B005 PP020120
	B006 PP020120
	B007 PP020120
	B008 PP020120
	B009 PP020120
	B010 PP020120
	B011 PP020120
	B012 PP020120

